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Columbia River Detachment #826 MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

OSU NROTC Honor Graduate Becomes a 
“MUSTANG” 

 On 3 May, two outstanding  (annual) events took place on the campus of Oregon 
State University:  at 1000 a Multi-service review on the Memorial Center Quad, and at 1300 a 
NROTC Annual Awards Ceremony at the LaSells Center.  These events are an outstanding 
tribute and celebration of Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) students who are getting 
their college degree and becoming officers in the Army, Marine Corps, Navy and Air Force.
 The Multi-service Review is conducted on a huge, formal expanse of grass and inter-
secting walks, known as the “Quad” located in front of the impressive, historic Memorial Un-
ion student activities center building dedicated in 1928.  It’s typical of many military reviews of 
which you may be familiar, where the various units march in review with their colors before 
dignitaries and an assembly of proud family and friends.  Of particular interest to us of course 
are the ensigns who have opted to become officers of Our United States Marine Corps.  At-
tending from our Chapter were Gary Brannan, Collie “Doc” Collins and his family, Steve East-
erday and is wife and Jay Lillie.       
 The NROTC Awards Ceremony, which takes place at the end of each academic year, 
recognizes the outstanding members of the Beaver Battalion.  In keeping with the highest tra-
ditions of the naval service, individuals who have gone above and beyond the call of duty are 
honored for exemplifying the Core Values of Honor, Courage and Commitment.  Over 50 
recipients receive a variety of awards such as certificates, plaques, shadow boxes and swords.  
Of particular interest to us is the Marine Corps Coordinating Council Award to the top Ma-
rine student who demonstrates outstanding leadership.  This award is a 3-decade Council tra-
dition, consisting of a top-of-the-line Marine Officer Sword which is funded with “free will” 
contributions from our chapter and other Marine veteran organizations of which the Council 
is comprised.  This year’s recipient was SSgt Austin R. Lee who is a veteran of the conflict in 
Afghanistan.  Based on that service and the achievements qualifying him for the award, he’ll 
likely be an excellent addition to our officer corps!      
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 Good day Marines and significant others of 
the Columbia River Detachment #826.  
 The installation of new officers going into 
the next year for the Marine Corps League and 
Auxiliary will keep us moving forward.  I ask for 
your support in attending meetings and volunteer-
ing to help whenever possible.    
 Congratulations to Marine of the Year, Pete 
Thornton;  this is a great honor.    
 My new officers are: Sr. Vice - Henry Lasch,  
Jr. Vice - Pete Thornton, Judge Advocate - Toby 
Clairmont, Adjutant/Paymaster - John Stofiel,        
Sgt at Arms - Steve Slegers, and Chaplain - Vacant 
(I need someone to step up for this position).  I will 
give each officer a list of duties and responsibilities.       
 We have made our presence known and I can’t see why this will not con-
tinue with this slate of Marines.  Please introduce yourselves to Marines you 
see and tell them about the Marine Corps League.  (A card about the who, 
where, and when will help).           
Upcoming events:     
2019 MCL Department Convention, Yakima, WA.  June 6-9               
2019 MCL National Convention, Billings, Montana, August 4-10          
2019 MCL Department Fall Staff Meeting, Yakima, WA, October 4-5  
              
      Semper Fi, 
      Lynn Bolte 
      Commandant 
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Marines take pride in our heritage.  

Every Marine knows the Corps’ motto:  Semper Fidelis,  

and we’re all quick to correct someone when they call us soldiers or sailors.  

 On May 15th 1862, Corporal John F. Mackie became the first Marine to 
earn the Medal of honor for his Service on the USS Galena during actions against 
Confederate shore batteries at Drewry’s Bluff, near Richmond Virginia.  
 Mackie enlisted in the Marine Corps from New York in April 1861,  His 
first assignment was with the Marine Detachment on board the USS Savannah 
where he was promoted to Corporal on March 1, 1862.  On 1 April he was trans-
ferred to the ironclad warship USS Galena.   On May 15, a five-ship Union Navy 
squadron, including the Galena, steamed up the James River to test the defenses of 
the Confederate capital, Richmond, Virginia.  After reaching a bend in the river up-
stream of Dutch Gap, the squadron encountered submerged obstacles and heavy 

fire from two battalions of Confederate Marines positioned on the banks of the river and artillery fire from 
Fort Darling atop Drewry’s Bluff about eight miles below Richmond.  Mackie commanded 12 Marines on 
the gun deck.  The fort’s artillery batteries inflicted severe damage on the galena and forced the Union 
squadron to turn back.  During the battle (which could come to be known as the Battle of Drewry’s Bluff), 
most of Galena’s naval gun crew was killed or wounded.  Mackie led a group of Marines who took over 
operation of the guns for the remainder of the battle.  On November 1, he was promoted to orderly ser-
geant.  In June 1863, he was assigned to the USS Seminole.       
 On July 10,1863, Mackie was awarded the Medal of Honor (Navy version) for his actions aboard 
the Galena on 15 May, 1862.  Mackie was particularly mentioned for his “gallant conduct and services and 
signal acts of devotion to duty”.  On October 11, 1863, he received the medal by U.S. Postal Service Mail 
while aboard the Seminole which was anchored off Sabine Pass, Texas.  Mackie was presented the Medal 
of Honor during a ceremony on the quarterdeck of the ship.  He was honorably discharged from the Ma-
rine Corps on August 23, 1865 in Boston.  Mackie and Sergeant Pinkerton Vaughn of the USS Mississippi, 
were the first Marines to be awarded the Medal of Honor.       
 Mackie eventually married and settled near Philadelphia.  He died at age 74 and is buried in Arling-
ton Cemetery, Drexel Hill, Pennsylvania.  His grave can be found in the Melrose section, lot 606, grave 2.  
At Drewry’s Bluff, now within Richmond National Battlefield Park, a marker is posted which features 
Mackie’s Medal of Honor action.      
                     
      
      
      
     
      
      
      
      
      

1st US Marine to win the Medal of Honor  
157 Years Ago this Month 
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"Teufelshunde" 
WASHINGTON PACK & FLEA HIDE 

 
 
 
LEWIS & CLARK POUND #225                MILITARY ORDER Of DEVIL DOG FLEAS 

ANNUAL DEVIL DOG PICNIC 

SATURDAY JUNE 15, 2019 FROM 1100… INTO TEE WEE HOURS Of THE MORNING… 

Hosted at the Bolte Farm by PDD Lynn & his bride President Jeane e 

6314 NE 159TH ST VANCOUVER WA 98686-1950 

Lost? Call 360-904-3915 & Jeane e will guide you in… 

 

All Marines, Corpsmen and supporters of the Corps values are invited. 

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, condiments & water on site 

 

Pot luck bring your favorite dish to share with our Corps Family (hot dish/salads/desserts) 

Fluids bring your favorite soda and/or spirits and driver if spirits needed… 

There are tables and chairs available but may want to bring your own lawn chair… 

Yard games available… Horse shoes, croquet, ladder ball & lawn darts… if you have a yard 

game you would like to share with the masses please bring… 
DIRECTIONS 

From SE Portland take N I-205 Crossing into Washington, Take the Padden Parkway exit, EXIT 32, toward Ba le 
Ground. Keep le  to take the Padden Parkway W ramp. Merge onto NE Padden Pkwy. Turn right onto NE Andresen 

Rd. 

(Andresen Rd becomes NE 72nd Ave.) Then 3.40 miles Turn le  onto NE 159th St. 6314 NE 159TH ST is on the right. 

FROM THE NORTH LAND: 

Take I-5 S to the NE 179th St exit, EXIT 9, turn le  onto NE 179th St. turn right onto NE 50th Ave. turn le  onto NE 
159th St. 6314 NE 159TH ST is on the le . 

FROM SOUTHLAND: 

I-5 N Crossing into Washington, Take the NE 134th St exit, EXIT 7A, turn right onto NE 134th St, (134th St becomes 
NE Salmon Creek Ave). Then NE Salmon Creek Ave becomes NE Salmon Creek St. Turn le  onto NE 64th Ave. NE 
64th Ave is 0.3 miles past NE 57th Ct  Turn right onto NE 159th St. 6314 NE 159TH ST is on the le   
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Department of Washington 
Marine Corps League 

2019 Annual Convention 
June 6-9, 2019 

Hosted by: Yakima-Kittitas Det. 1055 
Red Lion Hotel Yakima Center 

607 E. Yakima Ave., Yakima, WA 98901 
PH: (509)248-5900   Fax: (509) 575-8975 

1-800-325-4000 
Website: redlion.com/yakimacenter  

Indicate Marine Corps League  when calling 
Single/double occupancy: $95.00 + tax 

Reservations must be made prior to May 24 to guarantee a room. 
CONVENTION PROGRAM BOOK ADVERTISING 

Feel free to solicit ads from other supporters 

A.  Color/BW inside front or back cover/outside back cover: $50.00 
B.  Full page color: $25.00  

C.  Full page black and white: $15.00 
D. ½ page black and white: $10.00       

E.  Business card: $5.00 
 F. Honor supporter: (name and title listed on “Honored Supporter Roster”) $3.00  

                                                                     SATURDAY LUNCHEON 

Mexican Fiesta included with the banquet meal price 

  

    RV parking is allowed in the parking lot    
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Senators take aim at military housing problems in annual budget bill 
By: Lew Shane III, Military Times 

 The Senate Armed Services Committee members will include a host of new privatized 
housing rules and reforms in their annual defense authorization bill this year, including pulling 
back some funding from outside contractors and redirecting it to housing improvements. 
 Full details of the plan won’t be released until later in the week, wen the senators finalize 
their draft of the legislation. But in a public mark up of the bill’s personnel section, Senator Thom 
Tillis, R-NC, said the moves were designed to “prioritize safety and comfort for military families” 
in light of recent reports of substandard housing conditions at bases around the country.         
 “The military service officials and their private housing partners have failed you,” he said.  
As a result we have worked to include legislation to restore accountability and oversight in      
privatized housing...Military families deserve safe, high quality housing commensurate with the 
sacrifices they make every day for the security of our nation.      
 The topic has been a major focus of both chambers in recent months, since new reports 
emerged about serious problems at privatized military housing across the country.  A Reuters 
investigation found evidence of most, vermin and lead contamination in multiple base family  
housing units, and limited reaction from military officials to family complaints about the problems.
 Tillis, who chairs the committee’s personnel panel, said after the hearing that the new  
provisions (if approved by the full committee) will include new regulations on both private     
contractors and military commanders.         
  “It’s not only about the private housing providers needing more accountability,” he 
said.  “I think some of the draft we saw in the Defense Department was a contributor to the 
problems.”             
 Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, D-NY. And ranking member of the personnel panel, said the 
language includes reducing some “extra housing payments” military officials make to private  
housing contractors in order to “allow the services to use the funding to improve housing and 
incentivize better performance by contractors.”       
 The committee’s full authorization act draft is expected to be finalized by the end of the 
week.  The House Armed Services Committee is expected to mark up their draft next month, 
and likely will include additional housing language.  The Senate Armed Services Committee legis-
lation also includes plans for a 3.1 percent pay raise, matching plans already supported by the 
White House and the House Appropriations Committee.         

  That boost would be the largest for troops 
 since 2010 and would match the federal formula 
 for how annual military salary increases are  
 calculated.  For junior enlisted troops, it equals 
 about $815 more a year in pay starting next 
 January.  For senior enlisted and junior    officers, 
 the hike equals about $1,500 more.  An O-4 with 

12 years service would see more than $2,800    
extra next year under the increase.  
      

Privatized military houses at Kirtland Air Force Base in New 
Mexico is shown in April 2019.  Lawmakers are looking at new 
legislation to deal with shortfalls in housing  quality standards.
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Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s the Marine Breed 

Chesty Puller 

Letter to Veterans: 
 

Dear Veteran: 
 

VA is focused on providing you with an excellent experience every time you trust us with your health care.  
To do so, we are using an integrated health care system with internal and community elements.  
                  
A landmark law, the VA Maintaining Internal Systems and Strengthening Integrated Outside Networks Act 
(MISSION Act) of 2018 strengthens Va’s ability to deliver the best care and services at VA sites and in the 
community.  It helps VA deliver trusted, easy to access, high quality care and services you need, where and 
when you need them.  This letter and the available brochure are the first step in educating Veterans about 
the changes VA is making under this new law.        
  

Here is what you can expect:                
- A single, simple VA community care program, that puts you at the center of your VA health care            
decisions. 

- Expanded eligibility criteria for community care, including new access standards 

- Easier scheduling of appointments in VA’s community network 
- A new urgent/walk-in care benefit through a network of walk-in retail health clinics and urgent care      
facilities. 
- Continued strong relationships with VA providers and staff who provide your care and will facilitate    
access to the community care network. 
 

We are excited about these changes that will strengthen VA care and care obtained through our communi-
ty partners.  The changes empower you to find the balance in the system that is right for you.  As we im-
plement the MISSION Act, you should continue to talk to your VA health care team or scheduler to get 
the care you need.  Our goals are to make sure you know what is available to you, and that care and ser-
vices are easy to access.  Please see the brochure, which is available at your local VA for additional details.  
If you have questions about your health care benefits, visit www.va.gov or contact your nearest VA medical 
facility for information. 
 

Thank you for your service to out Nation.  We are honored to serve you. 

Sincerely, Richard Stone, MD,  

Executive in Charge, Office of the Under Secretary for Health 

 Enhanced Options for Care Through the Department of       
Veterans Affairs (VA) 
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Do you know a Former Marine or FMF Corpsman that might  enjoy  

Becoming a member of the Marine Corps League.  Bring them to a meeting  

and let’s help them get registered, and active in our Detachment.  

 

Columbia River Detachment Web Site: 
 

https://www.mcleague-crd826.org 
 

Like us on facebook at:  

https://www.facebook.com/Marine-Corps-League-Columbia-River-Detachment-826 
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“One of the first things I learned in the Marine Corps is that any military 

mission has to be defined as precisely as you can possibly define it, 

and then you size the force and equip the force to accomplish that 

mission without fail.” 
Lt. Col. John Glenn 



 

9 

Page 9 

AMERICAN SPARTANS: the U.S. Marines: a combat history from Iwo to Iraq 
By:  Ann Scott Tyson 

 On a cold November morning in 2011, I was sitting in my office on a forward operating base 
in the Bala Murghab district of western Afghanistan.  I was the senior adviser for a civilian interagency 
district support team and had just finished my evaluation of our situation.  It was grim..  
 We were partnered with a Marine Corps Special Operations Team, an Italian Alpine unit 
and a small regular U.S. Army detachment trying to subdue  the only Pashtun-majority    district in 
western Afghanistan.         
 The Italians and the Army were mentoring a regular Afghan army battalion, and the Marines 
were trying to put together detachments of Afghan local police in a program called Village Stability 
Operations.  President Obama had put a limit on the time we had, and it was running out.  I estimat-
ed that it would take 18 months to stabilize our valley.  By my estimate we had about 10 months at 
most before our transition; we actually had less than that.     
 Across the country, in the Konar region of eastern Afghanistan, Army Special Forces Maj. 
Jim Gant was making similarly grim calculations and coming to much the same conclusion: Time was 
short, and by his estimate, drastic measures were needed.  How he tackled the problem is the sub-
ject of Ann Scott Tyson’s gripping book, “American Spartans.”  Miss Tyson is an accomplished war 

correspondent; she is also now Jim Grant’s wife.  Miss Tyson eventually came to Maj. Grant’s Konar headquarters and became 
his partner in his efforts to pacify Konar.  In the process Miss Tyson unapologetically lost her journalistic objectivity; however, it 
gives her the material for a gripping and highly readable book.        
 Maj. Grant is a legitimate war hero.  In Konar in 2003, he became legendary among the local population for his love of 
the local people, and they returned his affection with fierce loyalty.  Later, he earned the Silver Star for heroism in Iraq, leading 
yet another Special Forces team.  Returning from Iraq, he distilled his theories on counterinsurgency into a monograph titled, 
“One Tribe At a Time:  A Strategy For Success.         

 Marines and soldiers will no longer need to use “Kentucky wind-
age” to put 40mm grenades on target if the two branches field Raytheon’s 
laser guided Pike munition.  The new 40mm round is guided by semi-active 
laser designators, meaning the munition will home in on a target that has 
been lased and destroy it with precision, according to Townsend 
Blanchard, a senior manager with Raytheon’s land warfare systems. 
 The Pike is an anti-personnel and anti-light skinned vehicle preci-
sion munitions that boasts an extended range of nearly 2km - far surpassing 
the roughly 300 - 400 meter range of standard unguided 40mm grenades, 
Blanchard told Marine Corps Times.  The round also has counter-defilade 

capabilities.  “Our goal is to bring that precision lethality down to the lowest level, which is the squad,” he said. 
 The laser guided grenade can be fires from the Corps’ new M3320 grenade launcher and the Vietnam War 
era M79, commonly known as the “bloop gun” and still seen in use today. 
 The Corps and the Army have been seeking to increase the range of a number of systems from missiles, 
artillery, mortars and small arms as U.S. forces face a looming world power competition.  
 “Instead of having to fight face to face with the enemy, let’s figure out how we fight the enemy before they 
get into range with us, said Blanchard. 
 The counter-defilade capability of the Pike could be of interest to the Corps as it trades in its old M203 gre-
nade launchers for the M320.  According to Navy budget documents, the Corps says the M320 “will allow for the 
use of more capable 40mm grenades for counter-defilade, beaching and non-lethal applications.”  The Corps wants 
to sink nearly $6.6 million in fiscal year 2020 for 6,307 M320 grenade launchers, according to its recent budget re-
quest. 

 

 

Marine and Army Squads could get new 40mm Laser Guided Grenade Round 
By: Shawn Snow, Marine Times 
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Why Join the Marine Corps League and the 
Marine Corps League Auxiliary? 

 When you join 
and/or invite someone 
you know to join the 
Marine Corps League and 
the Marine Corps League 
Auxiliary, you do more 
than increase our ability 
to help America's veterans 
and their families; you 
could be helping that new 
member live a longer, 
more fulfilling life.  
 In recent years, 
U.S. populations have 
become more solitary, and 
more than a quarter of 
U.S. households are made 
up of  people living by 
themselves.  

 Sadly, research 
has found that 25 
percent of Americans 
said they had no one to 
talk to about important 
matters and social 
isolation may increase a 
persons risk of early 
death  
 The good news is 
that every Marine Corps 
League and Marine 
Corps League Auxiliary 
member has the 
opportunity to help ebb 
the loneliness epidemic! 
Most of our members 
take time to visit those 
veterans at VA  

Hospitals and Veterans 
homes. Our Veterans feel 
loved and appreciated 
when our members visit 
them and feel useful and 
connected.    
 Your involvement 
is key to the success of 
each one of our 
Detachments, Auxiliary 
Units and our 
organization.  It takes 
each and every one of us 
pulling together to get the 
important work done of 
serving our Veterans and 
their families, our 
communities, and our 
country.  

 

Wendy L. Baker   05/01/2005 
William A. “Bill” Destefano 05/21/2017 
David G. Hancock   05/05/2001 
John L.. Posey   05/10/2018 

Marine Corps League Anniversaries for May 2019 
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JUNE DATES TO REMEMBER 
Marine Corps League Auxiliary Meeting            1 Julne2019 

Department of Washington MCL Convention, Yakima        6-9 June 2019 

CRD #826, Marine Corps League Business Meeting/Gathering       13 June 2019 

Columbia River Detachment, Devil Dog Picnic         15 June 2019 

 
  

 

PUBLISHER’S  

DISCLAMER  

NOTICE 
 

The Articles  
published in this  
medium are the  

expressed opinions of  
the authors and do  

not necessarily  
reflect the opinion of  
any US Govt. agency  

or private  
organization.  

RENEWAL TIME 

Membership Renewals  

$30.00 Annually  by 31 August  
 Life Membership Fee:  

 17-35 years       $ 500.00  

 36-50   $ 400.00  

 51-64   $ 300.00  

 65 +   $ 200.00  

Make check/money orders payable to;  

CRD-MCL mail to:  

 John Stofiel Paymaster CRD-MCL 

6204 Kansas Street 

Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 

PAST DETACHMENT  

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

John Stofiel 1997 – 1998 

1998 - 1999 

George LaFranzia 1999 – 2000 

2000 - 2001 

Lynn Bolte 2001 – 2002 

Phil Ruhmshottel 2002 – 2003 

George Pobi 2003 – 2004 

Rex Hopper 2004 – 2005 

Keith Fitch 2005 – 2006 

Bob Rector 2006 – 2007 

Mike Wilson 2007 – 2008 

Jim Renton 2008 – 2009 

Wendy Baker 2009 – 2010 

Lou Baste 2010 – 2011  

Roger Rueckert 2011 – 2012 

Bill Hauser 2012 – 2013 

George Zeleznik 2013 - 2014  

Florin Zeviar 2014 - 2015 

Lucian Baker 2015 - 2016 

John Hudson 2016 - 2017 

Steven Slegers  - 2017 - 2018 

DEPTMENT Of WASHINGTON MARINES 

OF THE YEAR  FROM CRD #826 

John F. Stofiel  
Philip E. Ruhmshottel  

Rex Hopper                                        
 Jim Renton 

   Bill Hauser    

Some people spend an entire life-
time wondering if they  really make 

a difference in the world.  But 

Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 

1981—1985 

MAY BIRTHDAYS WISHES 

Don’t you forget that you’re Marines- First Marines! Not all the communists in hell can overrun you! 

—Col Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller, rallying his 1st Marines near Chosin Reservoir, Korea, December 1950 

A Marine is a Marine.  I set that policy two weeks ago - there’s no such thing as a 
former  Marine.  You’re a Marine, just in a different uniform and you’re in a different 
phase of y0ur life.  But you’ll always be a Marine because you went to Parris Island. 
Sam Diego or the hills of  Quantico. There’s no such thing as a former Marine. 

      

General James F. Amos,  

35th Commandant of the Marine Corps    

Ruth A. Falconbury 05/12/1928 

Dickson Lee 05/05/1931 

Lynn A. Bolte 05/03/1948 

Donald D. Newell 05/03/1952 

Andrew P. Didier “Doc” 05/22/1954 

David W. Tanner Sr. 05/22/1955 
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You cannot exaggerate about the Marines. They are convinced to the point of arrogance, that they are the 
most ferocious fighters on earth - and the amusing thing about it is that they are.  

Father Kevin Keaney 
2nd BN, 2nd Marines, 1st Marine Division Chaplain, Korea 

 

 

Marine Corps League 
96th Annual 

National Convention 2019 

Please 

Lodging & Venue 
Info. 

 

Lodging and convention 
venue for the 2019 MCL 
National Convention is 
provided by the Billings 
Hotel and Convention 
Center.  Conveniently  

located just 6 miles from 
the Billings Logan        

International airport and 
close to lots of great   

local eateries and        
   shopping.  

   

Activities & Agenda 
 

 
In addition to a fun-filled 
and informative agenda at 
the convention center, we 
will be offering a variety of 
additional activities 
throughout the   historic 
area in and around Billings, 
MT.  Registration for some 
activities is limited, so be 
sure to sign up early to get 
in on the best of the unique 
activities for the 2019    
Marine  Corps League        
National Convention.               
   

Local Attractions 
        
Ready for a Montana 
style MCL National 
Convention?  Our area 
is jam packed with   
history, from the Lewis 
& Clark Expedition to 
the famous Custer   
Battlefield.  Billings   
also has a wonderful  
selection of restaurants, 
from fast food to fine 
dining, as well as some 
of the top rated         
micro-breweries in the 
country. 
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"Uncommon Valor"  
Refers to the victories in World War II, especially at Iwo Jima, the largest all-Marine battle in history. Admiral 
Nimitz's ringing epitome of Marine fighting on Iwo Jima was applied to the entire Marine Corps in World War 
II: "Uncommon valor was a common virtue."  
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MEMORIAL DAY 2019 FORT VANCOUVER 

Lewis & Clark Young Marines unfolding & Preparing 

For the hoisting the Garrison Colors 

Kyle Borneman, 12, of the Lewis and Clark Young Marines 
holds flags as he listens to speakers 

U.S. Marine Cpl. Julian M. Woodall was killed on 22 May 2007                    
while serving with the 3rd Battalion, 10 Marine Regiment,                              

2nd Marine Division II Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C. Iraq.

Memorial Day has a number of meanings for Meredith McMackin, whose sons memorial that year took place a few days before the holiday.  “It’s meaning to 
me has changed a lot over the years. To be honest, it’s a pretty hard day,” McMackin said. “Those anniversary and special days are always hard, but im-
portant too. What I realize now is the gift that so many have given us through their service.” McMackin spoke Monday at the 2019 Memorial Day service at 
Fort Vancouver National Historic Site. A common theme throughout the ceremony at the park’s bandstand — with hundreds of people in attendance, 
including other Gold Star family members — was honoring those who have died from combat outside of their memorials or the annual holiday. McMackin 
was the first Gold Star mother to speak at the annual local ceremony, said Larry Smith of the Community Military Appreciation Committee, which orga-
nized the event. The committee has been unsure whether asking a Gold Star family member to speak would be “the right thing to do,” but McMackin — a 
member of the committee– agreed so she could discuss the holiday’s meaning, Smith said.  McMackin referenced a saying from Tragedy Assistance Program 
for Survivors, a national nonprofit organization that works with grieving military families: Remember the love, celebrate the life, and share the journey. “So, 
to me, that’s how I think to think about the purpose of Memorial Day — to remember our loved ones and those who gave their lives and service, to cele-
brate their lives by finding a way to serve in their honor and to share the dream by helping each other,” McMackin said.  Woodall died inside a vehicle pa-
trolling in Iraq’s Anbar Province that hit an improvised explosive device. McMackin said she floundered in the years that followed.  “I never dreamed I 
would have such an experience in my life,” McMackin said. “You know, everyone reacts differently to trauma and loss.” But she made her way to Florida 
State University, where she volunteered with student veterans. Combining a passion for art with a desire to give back, McMackin returned to school and 
earned a master’s degree in art therapy and a Ph.D. in art education.  Now, she is an art therapist and mental health counselor in Camas. “The thought that 
kept coming back to me was, ‘What can I do to bring more peace to this planet?'” McMackin said. “I literally had one of those lightbulb moments when I 
realized, ‘Of course, art therapy.’ And I suddenly realized that using art to help veterans heal was the way that I could help bring more peace to this world.”  
Vancouver Police Officer Rey Reynolds, prior to singing the national anthem toward the beginning of the ceremony, recognized the Gold Star families and 
Richard Alvarez, a Vietnam War veteran and active member of the military appreciation committee who died in December. Right after McMackin spoke, he 
returned to the front of the band stage, which was wrapped with photos of Clark County service members who have died, to sing “God Bless the USA.” 
Before the song, an emotional Reynolds, who has several children in the military, offered a few unscripted remarks. “We as a people, we as Americans, 
have nothing to be ashamed of. You be proud of who you are, the sacrifices that have been made so that you can sit in this audience right now,” Reynolds 
said. “From these young Marines to the soldiers that are here now, to the airmen, we owe you a great debt, and I want to thank you.”  Clark County 
Councilor Gary Medvigy gave the keynote address. Medvigy served in the active and reserve U.S. Army for 33 years and retired in 2016 as a major general. 
His awards include the Distinguished Service Medal, four Legion of Merit Medals, the Bronze Star Medal and four Meritorious Service Medals.  “This is a day 
to reflect on our Gold Star families, their sacrifice. It is a day that we remember and will vow to never forget,” Medvigy said. “We spend time with our 
families over this long weekend, it’s a cherished time in America and it should be. But those who are here today understand Memorial Day. We understand 
that the joys of liberty are purchased by the sacrifices of those who serve a cause greater than themselves — men and women who love freedom so much 
that they are prepared to give their very life to preserve it.”  Attendees had a number of reactions to Monday’s proceedings. Some called out the battle cry 
“hooah” “Oohrah” after the national anthem, hugs were exchanged during the playing of “Echo Taps” and the crowd started singing with Reynolds partway 
through “God Bless the USA.” The crowd also gave McMackin a standing ovation. 
“Although I know my son didn’t want to die, he made the commitment that all military service members make when they go into combat, to give their lives 
if need be,” McMackin said. “Julian has given me such inspiration, and a passion and sense of direction, that I never had before. I have found a new purpose 
in life thanks to his gift.”            
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 Any officer can get by on his Sergeants.   

In order to be a Sergeant you have to know your stuff.   

I’d rather be an outstanding Sergeant than just another officer. 

- SgtMaj Daniel Daly 1873-1937- 

VA IN THE NEWS  
MAY 2019 

WASHINGTON — Today, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and Microsoft Corp. an-
nounced a new collaboration to enhance opportunities for education, recreation and therapy for   
Veterans with mobility limitations by introducing the Xbox Adaptive Controller — a video game con-
troller designed for people with limited mobility — in select VA rehabilitation centers around the 
country. 
 The partnership, which was formalized April 18, will provide controllers and services to      
Veterans as part of therapeutic and rehabilitative activities aimed at challenging muscle activation 
and hand-eye coordination, and greater participation in social and recreational activities. 
“This partnership is another step toward achieving VA’s strategic goals of providing excellent        
customer experiences and business transformation,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “VA remains 
committed to offering solutions for Veterans’ daily life challenges.” 
  Together, VA and Microsoft identified an opportunity to introduce or reintroduce gaming to 
Veterans with spinal cord injuries, amputations and neurological or other injuries at 22 VA medical 
centers across the United States. Microsoft is donating its Xbox Adaptive Controller, game consoles, 
games and other adaptive gaming equipment as part of the collaboration. 
 Designated VA staff will engage with Veterans using the equipment and share feedback with 
Microsoft on therapeutic utility and the Veteran experience. 
"We owe so much to the service and sacrifice of our Veterans, and as a company, we are committed 
to supporting them," said Satya Nadella, CEO of Microsoft. "Our Xbox Adaptive Controller was      
designed to make gaming more accessible to millions of people worldwide, and we’re partnering with 
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs to bring the device to Veterans with limited mobility, con-
necting them to the games they love and the people they want to play with." 
Microsoft and VA have a long-standing strategic partnership, working together for more than 20 
years to provide the best possible care and service to Veterans. Gaming is a popular pastime of   
military personnel, and access to the Xbox Adaptive Controller in VA 
rehabilitation centers provides the opportunity for Veterans to experience gaming’s various benefits, 
including staying connected with friends and family across the world, building esprit de corps through 
competitive or cooperative gameplay and providing stress relief. 
Microsoft’s initial contributions will be allocated across 22 VA facilities. In addition, the controllers 
and other equipment will be available for Veterans to use at events hosted by VA’s Office of National 
Veterans Sports Programs and Special Events, such as the National Veterans Wheelchair Games. 
The following 16 centers have confirmed participation to date, with at least six additional centers to 
come: Augusta VA Medical Center (VAMC), Central Alabama VA Health Care System (HCS),     
Central Texas Veterans HCS, Chillicothe VAMC, Dayton VAMC, Memphis VAMC, Minneapolis VA 
HCS, Richmond VAMC, VA St. Louis HCS, South Texas Veterans HCS (Audie L. Murphy VA Hospi-
tal), South Texas Veterans HCS (Kerrville Division), James A Haley Veterans Hospital - Tampa, VA 
Eastern Colorado HCS, VA New York Harbor HCS, VA Palo Alto HCS and VA Puget Sound HCS. 
For more information on partnering with VA, visit:           
   https://www.va.gov/HEALTHPARTNERSHIPS/index.asp 
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TAPS  

Carnett L. Falconbury 2/28 - 10/18 
Robert Fish  06/19 - 04/05 

Kane M. Funke 06/84 - 08/04 – Iraq 
Fenton A. Grahnert 06/23 - 12/12  
Samuel P Grooms 07/39 - 08/17  
William J. Hendricks 2/42 - 6/18 
Walter J. Hicks 01/23 - 10/12  

William W. Hillgaertner  08/39 - 10/18 
Bernard H. Kendall  12/32 - 5/18 

Michael C. Leinweber 11/47 - 07/09  
Jack L. Lewis  04/25 - 02/10  

Charles J. Louviere  08/45 - 08/18 
Richard A. McKenzie Jr. 09/54 - 01/12 

Jerome Merrill 01/28 - 09/10  
Alan Miksch 10/51-11/01  

Charles W. Bailey 05/31 - 12/14  
Noah D. Baird 03/95 - 12/13  

Daniel P. Brennan 10/32 - 05/10  
Cedric Bruns 04/81 - 05/03 -  Kuwait  

Harry Callicote 05/31 - 12/04  
Louis A. Claudio 09/47 - 01/15  
Lyle E. Cornwall 09/25 - 07/10  

Robert R. Costello 03/19 - 01/98  
Roger Dahl 07/17 - 08/10  

Jefferson E. Dean 06/25 - 12/11  
Robert E. Dean 07/23 - 03/14  

David W Dowdakin 03/25 - 04/16  
Theodore L. Dravis 08/32 - 05/17  

Adam Q. Emul 04-87 - 01/07 - Iraq  
Robert Fish 06/19 - 04/05  

 

Sherrill W. Parson 03/23 - 02/05  
Howard W. Pearson 03/12 - 03/96  

Jason D. Peto 01/79 - 12/10 - Afghanistan  
Lee A. Phillips  - 07/36 - 10/18 

Charles H. Quatier 01/36 - 12/08  
Harry Rea 06/46 - 01/12  

David G. Reis 06/75 - 11/04 - Iraq  
David E. Sailer 01/53 - 10/12  

Michael Scholl 05/85 - 11/06 - Iraq  
William Stofiel 04/21 - 12/98  

Robert D. Storey 10/28 - 07/95  
Blaine L. Turner 03/20 - 05/01  
Robert Vollmer 06/33 - 11/13  
Arlos Waters 03/20 - 02/09  
Fiorin Zeviar 01/37 - 01/14  

Richard Zoller 03/20 - 11/04  
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CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS 
OUR OWN, MARINE BILL HAUSER FOR HAVING BEEN SELECTED AS  

OUR DEPARTMENT MARINE OF THE YEAR FOR 2018-2019 

VA recognizes elementary school students for role in ending 
Veteran homelessness 

 In conjunc on with the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) community partnership efforts to combat 
Veteran homelessness, VA recently recognized Henry Zarrow Interna onal School in Tulsa, Oklahoma, for winning the 
2018 End Veteran Homelessness Challenge. 
 Mark E. Morgan, director of the Eastern Oklahoma VA Health Care System, presented a cer ficate of apprecia-

on to the school on April 25th for winning the friendly elementary school compe on, which collected household 
and personal care items for Veterans transi oning from being homeless. 
 VA began the challenge in October 2018 in partnership with the Na onal Associa on of Elementary School 
Principals and the American Student Council Associa on, with plans to make it a yearly event. 
 “It’s thrilling to see our na on’s youth volunteer their me for this great cause” said VA Secretary Robert 
Wilkie.  The generous dona ons collected by the students will help provide Veterans with basic household necessi es 
as they se le into their new housing.” 
 The goals of the challenge are to encourage civic engagement among school-age children and help fill cri cal 
needs of Veterans transi oning from being homeless.  Six elementary schools in six states par cipated in the 2018 
challenge.  In total, par cipa ng schools collected nearly $7,000 worth of personal care items and household goods to 
help Veterans transi on to stable housing. 
 Other schools that par cipated in the 2018 challenge include:  Eastman Avenue Elementary School in Los An-
geles; Carrollwood Day School in Tampa, Florida; The Main Street Academy in College Park, Georgia;  P.S. 54 in New 
York City; and Li le Cypress intermediate School in Orange, Texas.  The collec on drive ended in December. 
 In winning the event, Henry Zarrow Interna onal School collected more than $2,00 worth of items.  Together, 
the six schools collected 881 toothbrushes, 746 pairs of socks, 557 containers of soap and body wash, and 428 tubes 
of toothpaste.  To date more than 65 communi es and three states have par cipated worthy in this event. 
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Lewis and Clark Young Marines 

Every Marine is, first and foremost, a rifleman.  All other conditions are secondary.    
A. M. Gray 

The Young Marines are still looking for a permanent place to call home.  We’ve had several offers, but either they 
were too small or couldn’t commit to the days and times we needed.  Any ideas or offers should be directed to 

Sean Langley at: admin@lcym.org.  There should be an article coming out in the Columbian on Saturday April 27th 
about our homeless situation.  Starting next Thursday May 2nd we will be meeting and drilling at Hough Elemen-
tary school in Vancouver.  Hough Elementary is a very temporary fix to our problem.    

Best of Clark County—We were honored to be chosen by The Columbian 
readers as a Top 5 finalist in the Best of Clark County competition in the 
“non profit” category.  We were up against some huge well established non- 
profits.  The winner will be announced June 30th.  We thank MCL for your 
support and votes.       

Lewis & Clark Young Marine PFC Frankie Chapa    
secures the intersection while our Young Marine unit 
moves into place for the Hazel Dell Parade of Bands.           

Road Guard on Duty 

 

 

Lewis $ Clark Young Marines of 2019 

Each year on recruit graduation day we have a photographer take 
photos of our graduating class to commemorate their achievement
               
Thank you Melissa Brewer at 4Ever Photography for a job well done.
      

 
Our Young Marines took part in the Flag Placing Program at the 

Willamette National Cemetery and assisted in planting 140,000 flags in 
preparation for Memorial Day week-end.  The had 115 YM’s and families 
sharing in the extreme honor of recognizing those who have gone before 
            us.     
      SEMPER FI     
          

I need you to stand fast, Sir! 
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Every Marine is, first and foremost, a rifleman.  All other conditions are secondary.    
A. M. Gray 

COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
ADOPTED SHIRT FOR WEAR AT FUNCTIONS OF  THE DETACHMENT 

50/50 cotton/poly preshrunk jersey with stain resistant finish w/Embroidered Logo (name optional) 
 

The shirt embroidery is done by Excel Designs 6019 NE 109th Ave Vancouver, WA 98662 360 892 8465 

http://www.exceldesigns.com/ 

Prices are based on a minimum order of 5 shirts per order. Please make your check payable to 
CRD826MCLand Mail to Paymaster John Stofiel 6204 Kansas St Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 indicate by 
letter described below and if w/name indicate spelling of same on the for line of your check and the        
Paymaster.             

JERZEES® - Spot Shield™ 5.6-Ounce Jersey Knit Sport Shirt. 437M 

WITH NAME   A B   C  D 

Shirt  Small thru XL is 12.99     2XL 16.45  3XL 18.83  4XL 21.25 

EGA 09.75 09.75 09.75 09.75 

Name (10 Characters) 07.50 07.50 07.50 07.50 

 30.24 33.70 36.08 38.50 

02.54 02.83 03.03 03.23 WA sales tax is .084 

TOTAL COST: 32.78 36.53 39.11 41.73 
WITHOUT NAME E F G H 

Shirt  
EGA 

Small thru XL is 12.99  
09.75 

2XL 16.45 
09.75  

3XL 18.83 
09.75  

4XL 21.25 
09.75 

 22.74 26.20 28.58 31.00 

WA sales tax is .084 01.91 02.20 02.40 02.60 

TOTAL COST: 24.65 28.40 30.98 33.60 



NAME, MEMBER NUMBER 
 STREET ADDRESS 

    CITY, STATE, ZIP  

PLACE  
POSTAGE 

HERE 

  This area contains only snippets of the vast history of our Corps & is not a complete listing of all events throughout our history for the Month 
“THIS MONTH IN MARINE CORPS HISTORY” 

We welcome all Marines and Navy Corpsman for community  
service, social interaction and camaraderie. We have      

members from all eras of service and lots of experience and 
community resources to share. Meetings are held at 7pm on 
the second Thursday of each month at the Vancouver Elk's 

Lodge upstairs meeting room.  
 

(11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.,  Vancouver, WA 98683)  

Semper Fidelis!  

            We’re on the Web at  

            https://www.mcleague-crd826.org 

Columbia River Detachment #826 
Department of Washington 

Marine Corps League 
15509 SE Mill Plain Blvd., #8 

Vancouver, Washington 98684-4644 

8 May 1782 Marines from the South Carolina Navy ship South Carolina participate in another landing at New Providence, 
Bahamas, that helps secure those islands for Spain. 

1 May 1800 Commandant William Ward Burrows becomes the first Marine promoted to Lieutenant Colonel. 

13 May 1805 Lt. Presley O’Bannon and his Marines help repel an assault against Derna by 1,200 Tripolitan soldiers. 

1 May 1826 The Mameluke hilt is prescribed for the Marine Officers’ swords. 

7 May 1846 Lieutenant Gillespie completes a hazardous journey through dangerous country and contacts Army Captain John 
C. Fremont and his expedition near Klamath Lake, Oregon. 

19 May 1854 USS Powhatan lands her Marines in Shanghai for two days to protect American Citizens and assets due to   
unsettled conditions there. 

15 May 1862 A Navy squadron battles the Confederate fort at Drewry’s  Bluff n the James River below Richmond, Virginia.  
Union Marines on ship return the musket fire of Confederate Marines on shore.  When the gun crew on Galena 
is wiped out by a shell, the Marine detachment takes over and keeps it in action.  For his leadership in this battle, 
Corporal John Mackie later will become the first Marine ever awarded the Medal of Honor. 

1 May 1891 The School of Application, the first formal post-commissioning training program for brand-new Marine second 
lieutenants, opens at Marine Barracks 8th and I Streets in Washington. 

29 May 1906 A battalion of 229 Marines under Major Lejeune arrives in Panama to deal with civil disturbances in the        
Canal Zone. 

19 May 1917 Secretary of the Navy Josephus Daniels offers a Marine regiment for service in France.  The Secretary of      
War accepts the proposal on 23 May. 

30 May 1918 As a major German offensive threatens Paris, the 2nd Marine Division is ordered forward to assist in           
establishing a new defensive line astride the Paris-Metz road in the area called Belleau Wood. 

6 May 1945 The 1st Marne Division begins attacking the Awacha Pocket on Okinawa 

9 May 1950 The Communist government releases two airmen (including a Marine) it had been holding since                       
19 October 1948, when their pane had gone down in Manchuria. 

3 May 1965 The Marine Detachment of USS Newport News goes ashore to reinforce 3/6.  It’s the 1st ships                   
detachment to land in a combat role since 1945. 

14 May 1999 The Marine Corps takes delivery of its first production MV-22 Osprey. 


