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 In a ceremony at Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, N.C., Nov. 
9, 2016, Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announced that an Arleigh-
Burke class guided missile destroyer, DDG-121, will be named Frank E. 
Petersen Jr., in honor of the Marine Corps general who was the first Afri-
can-American Marine Corps aviator and the first African-American gen-
eral officer in the Marine Corps. 
 In 1950, two years after President Harry S. Truman desegregated 
the Armed Forces, Lieutenant General Petersen enlisted in the Navy. 
 In 1952, Petersen was commissioned as a second lieutenant in 
the Marine Corps. He would go on to fly 350 combat missions in various 
military aircraft during the Korean and Vietnam Wars. He also went on to 
become the first African-American in the Marine Corps to command a 
fighter squadron, an air group and a major base. 
 Lieutenant General Petersen retired from the Marine Corps in 
1988 after 38 years of service. At the time of his retirement, he was, by 
date of designation, the senior-ranking aviator in the Marine Corps and 
the Navy. 
 LtGen Petersen died August 25, 2015, at his home in Maryland. 
 
 “The courage and perseverance of LtGen Petersen throughout his 
distinguished and groundbreaking career make him especially deserving 
of this honor,“ said Mabus.   
  
 The USS Frank E. Peterson Jr., (DDG-121) began construction on 
27 April, 2016. 
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 For many Americans, war 
in the Middle East and against 
Islamist fundamentalists dates back 
to a sunny Manhattan morning in 
2001, or a brief skirmish in Kuwait 
in 1991.  The real story leading up 
to these events actually begins in 
the 1780s, when the newly inde-
pendent United States finds its 
commerce threatened by pirates in 
the Mediterranean, based out of 
Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli.  While 
the wealthier and more established 
European powers had bought peace 
for their merchant ships, the 
Americans had neither a large navy 
nor the monetary resources to 
respond to the capture of their 
unarmed vessels and the subse-
quent enslavement of their crews. 
 Initially, the United States 
scrounged enough money to pay 

CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS 
OUR OWN, MARINE JIM RENTON FOR HAVING BEEN SELECTED AS  

OUR DEPARTMENT MARINE OF THE YEAR FOR 2017-2018 

the “tribute” to the Deys of Algiers 
and Tripoli, but the situation contin-
ued to deteriorate when it became 
apparent that neither were acting in 
good faith.  By the time Thomas 
Jefferson’s presidency entered its 
third month, the country was at war, 
and Jefferson had put the wheels in 
motion to build up American naval 
power in response to the threats of 
the Barbary powers. 
 Throughout the book 
readers are introduced to a cast of 
colorful characters on both sides 
from Marine 1stLt Presley O’Bannon 
and Captain Edward Preble of the 
United States to Murat Rais (born 
Peter Lisle) a Scotsman who be-
trayed America and converted to 
Islam and became a pirate captain 
and later matched his wits with the 
blossoming US Navy.   

 The book also explains 
how history repeats itself, and a lot 
of what America is going through 
today is not new.   
 While readers who are not 
already familiar with the conflict and 
its details will find themselves en-
gaged in a thrilling page-turner that 
tells a story that many Americans 
need to know.  This is a must read 
and hopefully more Americans will 
understand the threats we’ve faced 
in the past and the lessons of our 
forefathers learned and how they 
equate to what we face today is not 
something new for America. 
Kilmeade and Yeager provide this 
service to their readers in as enter-
taining a page-turning fashion as pos-
sible. 

(Brian Kilmeade is a Retired 
Marine and FOX News  

contributor) 

FROM THE DESK OF THE COMMANDANT 

THOMAS JEFFERSON AND THE TRIPOLI PIRATES, a book review 

Stofiel is stepping down in May and 
we need a replacement.  If you step 
up now you’ll have him on hand to 
train you.  Please give this serious 
thought. 
 I hope to see more of 
you at our next Detachment meet-
ing on January 11th at 1900 at the 
Vancouver Elk Lodge.  This meet-
ing will not be our normal business 
meeting.  We will be discussing 
opportunities to work in the  
community to help other veterans 
or other fundraising events that we 
may want to undertake. 
 I hope you all have a 
Merry Christmas and a safe and 
Happy New Year. 
 
 Semper Fidelis, 
  Bill  

Seasons Greeting Marines, 
 We’ve just wrapped up 
the Toys for Tots, toy drive.  We 
had 56 locations in Vancouver and 
the surrounding SW Washington 
area to collect toys from.  We were 
able to cover all of them with 7 
volunteers.  We also had several 
members  
collecting in the Portland area. 
 Our recent work at the 
Gee Creek Rest Area headed up by 
Marine Wendy Baker was a great 
success.  We collected over $500 in 
donations.  Wendy estimates that 
we provided over 500 cups of cof-
fee, over 66 dozen homemade 
cookies and other various snacks.  
We visited with many travelers, 
made new friends and made people 
aware of our Detachment’s pres-

ence in the area. 
 Veterans Day saw our 
Color Guard (Lucian and Wendy 
Baker, and Lynn Bolte) leading our 
entry in the Parade with Marines 
Rex Hopper and Ron Brandon  
driving their vehicles, giving rides 
to other members. 
 My thanks to all in-
volved in these endeavors. 
 Upcoming on January 
14th at 1300 we are looking to join 
with Team Red, White and Blue at 
Big Al’s Bowling alley, 1665 SE 18th 
Street in Vancouver.  It would be 
nice to have some members stop 
by to show support.  More infor-
mation to come later. 
 We are still in need of 
someone to step up and take over 
as Detachment Adjutant.  Marine 

IMPORTANT—NEXT BUSINESS MEETING ON  
JANUARY 11TH, 2018,  AT THE ELKS CLUB, VANCOUVER. 

HOPE TO SEE YOUR THERE! 
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CLARK COUNTY DETACHMENT, 
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE AUXILIARY  

"Uncommon Valor"  
Refers to the victories in World War II, especially at Iwo Jima, the largest all-Marine battle 
in history. Admiral Nimitz's ringing epitome of Marine fighting on Iwo Jima was applied to 
the entire Marine Corps in World War II: "Uncommon valor was a common virtue."  
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Marine Corps League Auxiliary 
Columbia River Unit 

Christmas Brunch/Meeting 
16 December 2017 

Home of Caroline Ruhmshottel 
 

In attendance were:  Jeanette Bolte, Patti Kuhar, June Lasch, Paulie 
Stofiel, Caroline Ruhmshottel, Karen Wheeler, Chris McDonald, 
DeeAnn Osorio, and Ellen Rueckert.  Guest: Shelly Town from the 
St. Helens MCLA. 
  
Patti Read the treasurer’s report and it was filed for audit. 
 a.  She reported we received several donations last 
      month.  A very generous donation was received from 
      Kathy and James Strano:  $400 for the VA Patient 
      Clothing Project and $400 from the business  
      (Industrial Service Components, Inc.) for our  
      Veteran’s Christmas Project.  We certainly send them 
      our heartfelt thanks!  In addition, we received greatly 
      appreciated donations from Rex Hopper, the Lewis 
      and Clark Military Order of the Devil Dogs, Col. 
      Eric and LtCol. Nancy Visser, and Kurt Kurandt. 
 b.  Patti also gave a detailed sales report for the bracelet 
      fund raiser and an inventory of the bracelets. 
 c.  Receipts were turned in for reimbursement by Jeanette 
      (scrap book supplies), Caroline (clothing) and June 
      (gifts for veterans). 
 
 Prior to today’s meeting, Jeanette conducted an email 
vote regarding putting $5.00 cash n the Veteran’s Christmas pack-
age.  It was approved.  Karen Wheeler donated $100 towards this.  

Other items were either purchased by Caroline, Patti and June or were 
donations.  A big thank you to Patti for taking the lead on this project and 
for all her work in assembling the bags.  After the meeting the members 
completed filling the bags with the beanies and the cards with the cash. 
  
 As we have so much money in the Veterans Christmas Fund, 
discussion was started on how to spend the remaining monies.  The dis-
cussion was tabled for the January meeting. 
 
 Jeanette read a thank you letter for the USMC birthday Card 
from Commandant Robert B. Neller, General, USMC, Commandant of 
the Marine Corps.  She also read thank you letters from the Vancouver 
VA for a clothing donation and Rex Hopper for fixing meals for him after 
his surgery. 
 
 In other business, it was shared that Rex Hopper donated 
Anita’s uniform to the Unit for an auxiliary member.  The Detachment’s 
community service project at the Gee Creek rest area was a big success.  
The auxiliary’s help with the goodies was appreciated….especially Chris 
McDonald’s 66 dozen homemade cookies! 
 
 THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE 11:00 AM January 13, 2018 
at Lisa’s Country Kitchen. 
 
  
    Respectfully submitted 
    Ellen Rueckert, Secretary 
 
 
Thank you Caroline for hosting our Christmas Brunch and Gift Exchange! 
 

The Lewis & Clark Young Marines is gearing up for their next Recruit Class. Please share 
with anyone you feel might be interested.  

Are you ready  to join the most awesome youth group around?  The Lewis and Clark Young Marines in  
Vancouver is looking for boys and girls, age 8-18 to join our next Recruit Class. 

Our Next Recruit Class, aka, “Boot Camp” starts 13 January 2018. 

Our Poolies Class starts 21 October 2017.  Poolies is a class that gives new recruits an introduction to Young 
Marines and head start on Boot Camp. 

Recruits and families must attend one Orientation prior to 
the start of Recruit Class. 

January 11—Orientation—Recruit Class 
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1. I was the first Commandant of the Marine Corps, who am I? 

 _______________________________________ 

2. Semper Fidelis, The Marine Corps Motto, is Latin for? 

 ________________________________________ 

3. I am the only U.S. Marine to win 5 Navy Crosses, who am I? 

 ________________________________________ 

4. It is for this battle that Marine Noncommissioned Officers 
(NCOs) wear the red stripe on their dress blue trousers.  
Which battle is it? 

 ________________________________________ 

5. I am the “Grand Old Man” of the Marine Corps.  Who am I? 

 ________________________________________ 

Marine Corps Trivia Quiz 

 

6. I just got PCS orders to HQ 2D MAW.  What base am I  

       reporting to? 

 ______________________________________ 

7. My 1stSgt just instructed me to recite my General Orders.  How 
many General Orders did I have to recite? 

 _______________________________________ 

8. I am considered the Father of Marine Corps Aviation.  Who am I? 

 ________________________________________ 

9. The first Marines were recruited at this location, what is it?
 ________________________________________ 

10. What are the Marine Corps “Core Values”? 

 ________________________________________ 

Veterans Administration offering a  
VA Retail Immunization Care Coordination Program (Flu Shots) 

 During flu season, pro-
tecting your health is easier than 
ever—and as close as your local 
VA or neighborhood Walgreens.  
VA and Walgreens care about 
your health and are partnering 
to offer enrolled Veterans pa-
tients easy access to flu shots.  
 VA and Walgreens are 
national partners, providing no-
cost flu shots to enrolled Veter-
ans of the VA health care sys-
tem.  During the program, which 
runs from Aug 15th thru Mar. 
15th 2018, enrolled veteran pa-
tients nationwide the option of 
getting their flu shot at any of 
Walgreens’ 8,200 locations in 
addition to their local VA health 
care facilities.  No appointment 
is necessary; simply go to Wal-
greens, tell the pharmacist you 
receive care at a VA facility and 
show your VA Identification Card 
and another form of picture ID. 

 Your immunization 
record will be updated elec-
tronically in your local VA 
electronic health record.  
Walgreens has the Capabil-
ity to electronically send 
vaccination information to 
the VA electronic health 
record.  The VA-
Walgreens national part-
nership is part of VA’s 
eHealth Exchange project.  
This national program en-
sured that many Veterans 
got their no-cost flu shot 
at their local Walgreens, 
satisfying their wellness 
reminder because they ei-
ther found it more conven-
ient or did not have a 
scheduled appointment at 
a local VA health care  
facility. 
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       DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON AWARDED THE NATIONAL UNIT  
                                MERITORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATION  

trying to avoid processed food!  It would be wonderful to have a 
greater Auxiliary (or Detachment bakers?) step up to provide even 
more cookies to cover the 3 days.  We were out by about 1500 on 
Sunday and I asked Chris to stop her efforts on Saturday due to 
exhaustion. 

 It would be good to have a system in place to track how many cups 
we go through to know an approximation of how many served.  I 
estimated right at 150 served on Friday but was too distracted to 
track counts for the next two days. 

 Due to the large success of this effort it has been suggested that we 
continue this project at least annually and perhaps twice a year.  We 
will need to be mindful of not “burning out” our volunteers that are 
able to stand shifts but it could be done, especially if we can diver-
sify our donation sources. 

 The 2100-2400 shift was very slow on all three nights.  I believe in 
the future we should consider starting earlier in the day and ending 
our days by 2200.  The service requirement is 12 hours per permit 
date. There is no cost for the permits but they must be gotten in 
person at the Highway Office well in advance of the selected week-
end. 

 Whomever takes the first shift needs to make sure that printed 
instructions are visible to the following shifts and we may want to 
add a comment area that all shift volunteers can check. 

 Hanging a sign on the back vending area fence helped travelers find 
out service before spending their money in the machines. 

 The three hour shifts seemed to work pretty well., no one seemed 
to be too cold or tired by the time they were relieved. 

 
If you have anything to add to this listing please feel free to e-mail me. 
 
Again thank you all so very, very much for making this such an out-
standing success in so many ways! 
 
Semper Fi, 

Wendy L. Baker 
Columbia River Detachment, #826 
Marine Corps League 

 The National Comman-
dant of the Marine Corps League, 
on recommendation of the North 
West Division Vice Commandant, 
has awarded the Department of 
Washington the National Unit 
Meritorious Commendation 
Award. 
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GEE Creek Weekend—After Action Report 
 I cannot even express how amazed I am by our success 
this past weekend at the Gee Creek Rest area!  I have made several 
posts on our Facebook group regarding how thankful and impressed 
I have been by everyone involved but wanted to reach out in this 
venue as well. 
 Even though our main goal was to let our community 
members know that we are here and willing to work with the  
community—this effort actually raised $541.00.  The biggest reason 
for that amount of fundraising was the willingness of our volunteers 
to step outside of the shack, speak with people, hear their stories 
and make sure they understood that our main goal was to help 
make their travels a bit easier. 
 Not a single volunteer missed their shift!  Our shift  
volunteers were: Chris McDonald (2), Jim Renton, Bill Hauser (2), 
Bill Destrehan (2), Lucian Baker, John Stofiel (3), Paulie Stofiel (2), 
Lynn & Jeanette Bolte, Steve & Tina Slegers (2), Dave Hancock,  
Pete & Pam Thornton and Ron Brandon. 
 
DONATIONS: 
Water and Air Works— Jim Renton: 5 case water 
Patricia Kuhar— 4 cases packaged snacks, 2 boxes of hot  
  chocolate and 1 box of apple cider 
Everett McDonalds—Steve Slegers: cups, lids, coffee, 
  creamer, sugar, equal & splenda packs 
Chris McDonald—66 dozen homemade cookies, 1 box 
  Lipton Tea, 2 boxes (1 Large, 1 Small) 
  doggie bones and electric tea kettle 
  for heating water quickly. 
40 et 8—Jim Renton: 8 lbs coffee, stir sticks 
Steve Slegers and Ron Brandon—Cash for needed  
  supplies  
John Stofiel—New coffee urn for serving 
Purchased supplies from Cash Donations:  2 cases of 
  creamer, 3 sleeves of 12 oz cups, 2 
  sleeves of lids plus baking supply         
  reimbursement to Chris McDonald for 
  flour, sugar, butter. 
 
Future Considerations: 

 We will need a better system for tracking donations and making 
sure that thank you’s and certificates (for large donations) are sent 
out in a timely manner.  I will be working on this over the next 
week but did not plan for them. 

 The home-made cookies were a huge hit, especially for those 

Congratulations to all, wear it 
with pride. 
 

Semper Fidelis 
PDD Jim Renton 

 This means that every 
Marine in the Department during 
the period 1 Aug 2016 to 1 Aug 
2017, and in good standing, is now 
authorized to wear the Unit Merito-
rious Commendation Ribbon on 
their uniform.  The ribbon is avail-
able at the National Ship’s store. 
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Columbia River Detachment # 826 
Department of Washington, Marine Corps League 

Elks Lodge #823, 11605 SE McGillivray Blvd. 
Vancouver, Washington 98683-5203 

 

 OPENING CEREMONY:  @1900 Appropriate 
 INTRODUCTION OF DIGNITARIES: Marine of the Year-Lucian Baker; PDD Rex Hopper; National Deputy VAVS  
     Representative;  Department Officers: PDD Jim Renton—OPENING CEREMONY 
     @1900 Appropriate 
 INTRODUCTION OF DIGNITARIES Marine of the year-Lucian Baker;   
     PDD Rex Hopper-Nat’l Deputy VAVS Representative 
     Dep’t Officers  PDD Jim Renton– Dept. Commandant, Boy Scout Liaison. Jr. Past Pack Leader 
 ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS  All present except or Jr. Past Cmndn’t Bill Cason.  We have a  Quorum. 
 APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP None 
 CORRESPONDENCE   None 
 ADJUTANTS REPORT--John Stofiel Motion to approve Sept. minutes as published, Jim Renton,   2d Lucian Baker.  Motion carried 
 

 PAYMASTERS REPORT— John Stofiel Read report in good standing,  motion to approve Ron Brandon, 2d Steve Slegers, Motion carried 
 SICK and/or in DISTRESS—  Phil Ruhmshottel recently fell and broke the bone in his right arm and is currently recovering. 
     Bernard Kendall had a stroke and was in rehab. Visited after he returned home and he seemed to 
     be recovering well. 
     George Pobi has broken his left foot at the Birthday Ball where he had the History Displays.  
His      models survived. 
 REPORT OF OFFICERS:  No Report 
 REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 
 

     BOB COSTELLO MEMORIAL FUND (BCMF) George LaFrazia—No activity 
  

     CLARK COUNTY VETSRANS ADVISORY  Ron Brandon-We held elections, and elected the following officers for 2018:  Morris  
 ADVISORY BOARD:   Geisler-Chair, Kelly Jones-Vice Chair; Bruce Maas-Secretary; Next fundraiser for the Assistance 
     Center, 18 May @Heathman Hotel where they will be selling raffle tickets ($5.00 Per ticket) for a 
     Henry Rifle as door prize.  Standown is 15 September 2018 at the VA Hospital-Vancouver;   
     Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation was introduced to the board.  Jim Renton shared that there 
     are multiple scholarships available for Marines and their dependents;  The Marine Corps Scholar
     ship is pushing for participants as last year very few applied for the scholarship.  I am now serving 
     on the appeals committee for any Veteran being turned down for assistance-no appeals presented 
     in November Commandant Bill Hauser appointed Ron Brandon as Primary Detachment  
     representative and Steve Slegers as our alternate representative on the CCVAB. 
      MARINE CORPS COORDINATINE   John Stofiel—No Report.  John Hudson mentioned that he had contact with John Murphy who 
was      COUNCIL (MCCC):  quite busy with multiple T4T sites and he was working hard to get more volunteers to assist with 
     the program.  John Stofiel– The last report by our Volunteer Chair Marine Gary Brannan for T4T 
     all Sites in the metro area are now covered. 
      VETERANS AFFAIRS VOLUNTARY   (VAVS) Representatives:  Rex Hopper—I had the Annual Joint Review with the Director on 3 
     SERICES:   November 2017; Very Little has changed.  I rated organizational report “FAIR”,  I have been  
     needing a VAVS Deputy Representative:  I have also been able to make most of the meetings but I 
     need a Deputy that will attend these VAS joint meetings once every quarter and them every 2 
     months we have a local VAVS meeting.  Jim Renton volunteered to serve in that capacity,  
     Cmndn’t appointed on the spot letter to National will be forthwith.  We had our meeting yester
     day, and we have committed to about $2500.00 of support for Veterans.  As the treasurer for the 
     VAVS-Vancouver I noted that I have never been asked for any report on the finances since I took 
     on the roll in 2011.  I submitted a report at the meeting.  We have received a little over @53,000 
     In donations.  A little over 47,00 provided in support of the resident Veterans and expended a  
     little over $4,000 for expenses (Fuel) for cart, hand warmers for the drivers, popcorn sales, Ice 

Minutes of the Columbia River Detachment 
Business Meeting held 14 December  

 
One day, you’ll get out of the Marine Corps; you’ll put your uniform up, but you’ll never not 

be a Marine. 
John F. Kelly 
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 COMMUNITY MILITARY   Bill Hauser—We are in recess pretty much until sometime in February when we will start pushing 
 APPRECIATION COMMITTEE for Memorial Day.  Veterans Day ceremonies went well all seemed to appreciate  the move from 
 (CMAC)    the Grant House to the Providence Academy and we are looking at it being the location next 
     year.  We will have Organizational tables & reps next year but in a different location.  The parade 
     went well and they are talking about extending the parade route, more into downtown area;  
     Wendy mentioned issue with horses having to go down Mill Plain from the end of the parade  
     which caused some issues for the horses.  Bill said he would bring that up to the coordinators. 
 LEWIS & CLARK YOUNG MARINES John Hudson—we have new leadership now as of November includes Devin Lewis is the new 
     CO, Sean Langley XO, Kristine Lewis Adj., Wayne “Doc” Kurtz, Training Officer, Nona Mallicoat;  
     We are currently conducting Oral Promotion Boards; The Unit has now completely moved back  
     into the Elks Lodge and we are now located downstairs in the old bowling alley we hope to as
     assume responsibility for the small restaurant area in the same location and turn that into a loca-
tion      where we can feed the Young Marines; The unit has respectfully went 50/50, 1/2 of the members 
will re     main members of the Lewis & Clark Young Marines and the other 1/2 will be members of the 
     Washington Marine Cadet Program, Generally we will have the younger ones 12 on down, but we 
     do have a few older ones.  The Washington Marine Cadet Program meets @ the Chapel @ Living 
     Hope Church Vancouver, Washington and is headed up by Marine Brian Hildebrand.  I am cur
     currently seeking the location of the YM rifles.  We are also involved with the Wreaths Across 
      America Program, Toy and food collection which will all end this coming weekend.  The 
Marine      Cadet program is an affiliation with the Boy Scouts of America and is affiliated with the Marine 
     Corps.  
 Report of Special Committees   
 

 Gee Creek Fundraising:  Wendy Baker- This was a huge success, we had no volunteers miss their shift.  We figure that there were about 
     500 cups of coffee distributed along with 66 dozen homemade cookies; Donations received  
     $546.02.  In the past we have shared 1/2 of the proceeds with the Auxiliary who not only  
     provided shift volunteers but also provided the fundraiser with the homemade cookies.  Motion 
     to provide the Columbia River Unit MCLA with 1/2 of the proceeds from the Gee Creek fund
     raising event.  2nd Steve Slegers, Carried. 
 Marine of the Year; Pres. George LaFranzia—No nomination submitted yet.  The MOY Selection committee meets to   
     select our Marine of the Year at the March Meeting. 
 Awards:  John Stofiel -  I have received some recommendations for awards for those participating in Gee Creek Event
     but no others.  All I need is a recommendation with a brief statement as to why and I can receive 
     that via email or postal service.  I sent letters of appreciation to the donors for our fundraiser 
     with clause for non-profit tax credit and a certificate of appreciation to our Major Donor  
     McDonalds of Everett, Wa.  NOTE: Steve Slegers—my daughter Lucy received her letter and 
     certificate of which she was not expecting and expressed her appreciation and she shared it with 
     her boss.  There are 17 stores up in her area and her boss took pictures of her with the certifi
     cate and they are putting it in their newsletter sharing what can happen when supporting a pro
     gram in the community. 
 Old Business: J 

  John Stofiel  We had a guest speaker at our last gathering in October from the local chapter of Team RWB
      (Red, White and Blue).  They had mentioned perhaps a bowling event so I am in touch with them 
     about us hosting a bowling party on the 2nd Sunday after the Holidays in January possibly around 
     1300 at Big Al’s here in Vancouver.  I have had some positive response from some of the  
     members of that group and would like to see our members be a part of the event.  I would send 
     out flyers similar to our Birthday Party plans so we can retrieve RSVP’s/Pay in advance of event to 
     assure a positive participation.  I would like to run that through our treasury and if there is no 
     problem with that I will move forward. 
  Lucian Baker  I am working on the development and purchasing of a detachment shirt.  I am wearing a red shirt 
     that we thought would work, but it is not exactly the same red that reflects our Corps Colors.  I 
     am still looking for a shirt that will meet the standards we are looking for (same as our league  
     cover).  Pete Thornton has a contact that may be able to help us out with matching the color for 
     us and will pass that on the on to you when I find out. 
 
       

 

Every Marine is, first and foremost, a rifleman. All other conditions are secondary.    
A. M. Gray 
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 Pete Thornton   The provider for our website haw locked us out.  At first, I thought it was me and I had somehow  
    malfunctioned with it.  I got on the phone with WIX for web host and found out that someone had gotten 
    into our account and changed the name on the  account, she read me the name and  that person was not a 
    member of our  organization.  I asked her what we needed to do to reset the account?  She said we  
    cannot reset it, the name that is on there has to reset the account.  We  tried Bills  initial sign-in and that 
    didn’t work.  I am now in the process of restarting our website.   The problem we have is that it is a free 
    website and it has minimal security for it, so this can happen over and over again.  John Stofiel—I am making 
    a motion that we pay a $10.00 mo. 2nd,  Wendy Baker; following a lengthy discussion of pros and cons a call 
    was made for a vote.  Carried. 
 Wendy Baker  Marine Rose program, we have distributed 1,000 cards and roses at the Veterans Day Parade and at our 
    USMC Birthday Dinner.  We used the Roses/business cards to get the word out in the community about 
    our detachment and auxiliary.  Donations was secondary to what we were doing.  I would like to make a 
    motion to reimburse for the 2nd batch of business cards$37.93, 2nd Henry Lasch, following discussion call 
    made for  the vote. 
 Dixon Lee  I would like to know what the plan is for recruiting members for our detachment.  John Judson, I have  
    recently handed out 4 applications to known Marines with no response.  Dixon—when I was a member in 
    another detachment we had a business card that we could put out mane and contact information on to hand 
    out to Marines/Corpsmen we came into contact with and share with them that you would be willing to pick 
    them up and bring them to a meeting of our detachment.  Henry Lasch—I used to be in sales and you had to 
    follow the sale all the way through, if you fell along the wayside on the way to the sale you lose.  You can 
    make any plan but without the follow through it, the sale will not happen.  I think the card idea is good 
 John Stofiel  We have done this in the past with business cards and members who attended our gatherings received cards 
    that they could put their contact info for distribution to any known Marine/Corpsman.  This method will 
    work but in order to follow up with those you hand your card out to you need to get their contact info… I 
    handed out about 4-500 cards over the years through giving to people and putting under the windshield 
    wiper of autos who have a Marine sticker on their cars.  It works, just not to the expectations that we may 
    have, it is just a tool to get the word out 
 John Hudson  When I talk to Marines about joining the Marine Corps League they are not interested, they are interested 
    in being a Veteran,, and sharing with another Marine, Veterans Day programs, they are not interested in 
    meetings as they have a whole lot of other things on their minds… keeping their job, trying to get a job, 
    going to school, raising their childr3en and that is what we are up against. 
 Pete Thornton  personal experience when I first got her in the NW from Hawaii John was constantly after me to join the 
    detachment and come to our meetings, for a long time I never attended meetings then one day the light 
    came on and I started attending and actively participating.  
 Bill Hauser  I think we need to move on now.  I have my own personal business cards and I hand them out to potential 
    members and even put them on the drivers side window. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: NONE 
GOOD OF THE LEAGUE 
  
1. Pete Thornton - I need pictures of our Elected and Appointed Officers with the MCL Cover on, please send them to me so I can post t

   hem on the website so people can put a face to the name when they walk in the door 
2. John Hudson -   I went down to help out with the walk—knock to help them out.  I picked up approx. 1500 lbs that was left behind 

   after they had gone through. 
3. Jim Renton -  HQ MCL  Commandant is sharing about his 50/50 program which basically states that you the year 2020 the MCL will 

   have 50% of their members below the age of 50.  Do I need to look around the room and tell you where we are at 
   with that goal?  The Commandant of the Marine Corps is telling the MCL National Commandant that the  Corps will 
   no longer be up for funerals or Toys for Tots and the League will have to pick these programs up.  Consequently, our 
   National Board of Directors is in the process of writing a new funeral document for our departments/detachments/\.  
   Many ideas coming forward, if you have any ideas, suggestions please forward to me and I will forward to National. 

4. INVITATION TO JOIN WITH THE MARINES/CORPSMEN OF THE 1ST & 3RD MARDIV ASSOCIATION UNITS on the Second Saturday 
January 13th 2018 Joint Quarterly meeting at 1100 High Rocks Restaurant, 915 E Arlington St, Gladstone, OR 97027, Just off Hwy 205… Glad-
stone exit. 

5. Presented Life Membership cards to Pete Thornton & Steve Slegers. 
 
 
Closing Ceremony:  Appropriate 
 
Next gathering will be on 11 January 2017 (informal) 
Present:  (14)  Lucian Baker, Wendy Baker, Lynn Bolte, Ron Brandon, Doc. Henry Lasch, Dixon Lee, Bill Hauser, Rex Hopper, George LaFrazia, 
Jim Renton Steve Slegers, John Stofiel, Pete Thornton, and Paul Troupe. 
 
R/S John Stofiel, 
CRDMCL Adj/Paymaster 
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Hospitals and Veterans homes. 
Our Veterans will feel loved 
and appreciated when our 
members visit them and feel 
useful and connected.   Your 
involvement is key to the 
success of each one of our 
Detachments, Auxiliary Units 
and our Organization. It takes 
each and every one of us 
pulling together to get the 
important work done of 
serving our Veterans and their 
families, our communities, and 
our country.  
 

people living by themselves. 
Sadly research has found 
that 25 percent of Americans 
said they had no one to talk 
to about important matters 
and social isolation may 
increase a persons risk of 
early death  
The good news is that every 
Marine Corps League and 
Auxiliary Marine Corps League 
and Auxiliary member, has the 
opportunity to help ebb the 
loneliness epidemic! Most of 
our members take time to visit 
those veterans at VA  

Charles W. Bailey 0531-1214  
Noah Baird 03-95-12-13  

Dan Brennan 05-32-05-10  
Cedric Bruns 04-91- 05-03-Iraq  

Harry Callicote 05-31-12-04  
Louis A. Claudio 09-47-01-15  
Lyle Cornwall 09-25-07-10  

Robert Costello 03-19-01-98  
Roger Dahl 07-17-08-10  

Jefferson E. Dean 06-25-12-11  
Robert E. Dean 07-23- 03-14  

David W Dowdakin 03-25-04-16  
Theodore ’Ted’ Dravis 08-32-05-17  

Adam Emul 04-88-01-07-Iraq  
Robert Fish 06-19-02-05  

Jeffrey A. Paullin 08-86-11-13  
Sherrill Parson 03-23-02-05  

Howard Pearson 03-12-03-96  
Jason D. Peto 01-79-12-19 Afghanistan  

Charles Qua5er 01-36-12-08  
Harry Rea 06-46-01-12  

David Reis 01-75-11-04-Iraq  
David Sailer 01-53-10-12  

Michael Scholl 06-75-11-06-Iraq  
William Stofiel 04-21-12-98  
Robert Story 10-28-07-96  
Blaine Turner 03-20-05-01  

Robert Vollmer 06-33-11-13  
Arlos Waters 03-20-01-09  
Fiorin Zeviar 01-37-01-14  

Richard Zoller 04-20-11-04  

TAPS 
Kane M Funk 11-84-06-02 -Iraq  
Fenton A. Grahnert 06-23-12-12  
Samuel P Grooms 07-39-08-17  
Walter J. Hicks 01-23- 10-12  

Michael Leinweber 11-47-07-09  
Jack Lewis 0425-0210  

Richard A. McKenzie Jr. 09-54-01-12 
Jerome Merrill 01-28-09-10  
Alan Miksch 10-51-11-01  

Richard A. McKenzie Jr. 09-54-01-12 
Jerome Merrill 01-28-09-10  
Alan Miksch 10-51-11-01  

Gladyce Moeller 10-21-08-12, 
Jeffrey A. Paullin 08-86-11-13  
Sherrill Parson 03-23-02-05  

Howard Pearson 03-12-03-96  
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Why Join the Marine Corps League and Marine Corps League 
Auxiliary? 

Marine Corps League Anniversaries for December 
 John W. Allison  12/2008     9 yrs 

 Woodrow F. Cooley 12/2012     5 yrs 

 Samuel P. Grooms 12/1992   25 yrs 

 Henry R. Lasch  12/2004    13 yrs 

Congratulations and Thank you for your continued service to the Country, 
Community and our beloved Corps, Semper Fi. 

 When you join and/or 
invite someone you know to 
join the Marine Corps League 
and the Marine Corps League 
Auxiliary, you do more than 
increase our ability to help 
America's Veterans and their 
families; you could be helping 
that new member live a 
longer, more fulfilling life.  
In recent years, U.S. 
populations have become more 
solitary, and more than a 
quarter of U.S. households are 
made up of  
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Membership Renewals  

$30.00 Annually  by 31 August  
Life Membership Fee:  

17-35 years       $ 500.00  

36-50   $ 400.00  

51-64   $ 300.00  

65 +   $ 200.00  

Make check/money orders payable to;  

CRD-MCL mail to:  

 John Stofiel Paymaster CRD-MCL 

6204 Kansas St.  

Vancouver, WA 98661-6924  
Ronald Reagan 

President of the United States 
1985 

Some people spend an entire 
lifetime wondering if they really 
make a difference in the world.  

But Marines don't have that  
problem. 

Roger Rueckert 2011  

Bill Hauser 2012  

George Zeleznik 2013  

Fiorin Zeviar 2014 

 

PAST DEPT. MARINES OF THE 

YEAR  

John F. Stofiel  
 

Philip E. Ruhmshottel  
 

Rex Hopper  
 

Jim Renton 

 The Honorable David J. 
Sulkin, MD was nominated to serve 
as the ninth Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) and was confirmed by 
the United States Senate. 
 Prior to his confirmation 
as Secretary, he served as the VA’s 
Under Secretary for Health for 18 
months, leading the Nations largest 
integrated health care system, with 
over 1,700 sites of care serving 
nearly nine million Veterans. 
 Before he began his ser-
vice with VA, Dr. Shulkin held nu-
merous chief executive roles at 
Morristown Medical Center, and 
the Atlantic Health System Ac-
countable Care Organization.  He 

PUBLISHER’S  
DISCLAMER  

NOTICE 
 

The Articles  
published in this  
medium are the  

expressed opinions 
of the authors and 
do not necessarily  
reflect the opinion 
of any US Govt. 

agency or private  
organization.  

Dr. David  Shulkin 

Secretary of  

Veterans Affairs 

also served as President and CEO of 
Beth Israel Medical Center in New 
York City. 
 Dr. Shulkin has held numer-
ous physician leadership roles includ-
ing Chief Medical Officer of the Uni-
versity of Penn. Health System, Tem-
ple University Hospital and the Medi-
cal College of Pennsylvania Hospital.  
He has also held academic positions 
including Chairman of Medicine and 
Vice Dean at Drexel University School 
of Medicine.  As an entrepreneur, Dr. 
Shulkin founded and served as Chair-
man and CEO of Doctor Quality, one of 
the first consumer-oriented sources of 
information on quality and safety in 
healthcare. 

 A board-certified internist, 
Dr. Shulkin is also a fellow of the 
American College of Pennsylvania, and 
he completed his internship at Yale 
University School of Medicine and a 
residency and fellowship in General 
Medicine at the University of Pitts-
burgh Presbyterian Medical Center. 
 He has been named as one 
of the “50 Most Influential Physicians 
Executives in the Country” by Modern 
HealthCare.  He has also previously 
been named among the “One Hundred 
Most Influential People in American 
Healthcare.   
 Dr. Shulkin looks forward to 
serving those who served our nation. 
   

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS WISHES 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Zackery B. Banks  12/29/1977 
William J Cason  12/30/1959 
Bruce E. Hagensen  12/20/1943 
William J. Hauser  12/12/1952 
Dustin F. Janes   12/27/1934 
Bernard H. Kendall  12/18/1932 
Henry R. Lasch   12/04/1946 
William J. Moorman  12/19/1925 
James L. Renton II  12/14/1949 
Leonard P. Stonich  12/23/1938 

December 14 Marine Corps League Monthly Business Meeting 

  16 Auxiliary Christmas Brunch & Gift Exchange 

January 2018 11 Marine Corps League Monthly Business Meeting 

  13 Auxiliary Brunch Meeting @ Lisa’s Country Kitchen 

PAST DETACHMENT  

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

John Stofiel 1997  

George LaFrazia 1999  

Lynn Bolte 2001  

Phil Ruhmshottel 2002  

George Pobi 2003  

Rex Hopper 2004  

Keith Fitch 2005  

Bob Rector 2006  

Mike Wilson 2007  

Jim Renton 2008  

Wendy McKenzie 2009  

Lou Baste 2010  

 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 

RENEWAL TIME 

The Honorable Dr. David Shulkin, MD to head the VA 
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GEE CREEK PHOTO ALBUM  
THANKS TO EVERYONE THAT PITCHED IN and PROVIDED PHOTOS 

 History of the Marine Corps Rose” 
 In 1778 during the War of Inde-
pendence the Marine Corps Rose was 
dedicated to those Marines who made 
the Ultimate Sacrifice for their country. 
This tradition was continued by the 
French during World War One when the 
Marines attacked the Germans in the 
trenches at Belleau Wood. Roses were 
planted by the grateful French people at 
the graves of the Fallen Marines. When 
you see members of the Marine Corps 
League distributing these remembrances, 
take one and wear it proudly.  
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 MCL Rose Program  
 Started by Marine Eddie Galla-
gher from New York, designed to parallel 
the VFW “Poppy” program to provide 
funds for detachments to assist veterans 
and youth and provide other services to 
the community.  Support programs such 
as bingo or holiday parties for hospital-
ized or retired veterans in retirement 
homes. 

 Assist Wounded Veterans 
 Scholarships 
 Humanitarian Aid 
 Health & Comfort items for  

 How the Program Works 

 Purchase roses from MCL National 
Headquarters, Ships Store. 

 Coordinate with local businesses or 
organizations to set-up a table or 
booth at their location. 

 Use a coffee can or other type of 
container as a collection can. 

 Advertise what the Marine Rose Pro-
gram is for and what the donations 
will be used for. 

 Conduct each year in conjunction 
with the Marine Corps Birthday, or 
whenever you feet it will be most 

IN MEMORY OF THOSE WHO SERVED  
FOREVER REMEMBERED 

Funds should not be used for the detachments 
“general fund”, to fund detachment parties, 
cookouts, Birthday Balls, etc.  They should be 

used for the purposes stated above only. 

 

      

 

THE MARINE CORPS ROSE PROGRAM 
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You cannot exaggerate about the Marines. They are convinced to the point of arrogance, that they are the 
most ferocious fighters on earth - and the amusing thing about it is that they are.  

Father Kevin Keaney 
2nd BN, 2nd Marines,1ST Marine Division Chaplain, Korea 

WE THE DETACHMENT HAVE SEVERAL NEEDS…  
If interested contact John Stofiel for info and training to replace him  

ADJUTANT 

PAYMASTER 

DETACHMENT REP ON THE MARINE CORPS 
COODINATING COUNCIL OF  

OREGON/WASHINGTON  
 

 
 

Like us on facebook at:  
https://www.facebook.com/Marine-Corps-League-Columbia-River-Detachment-826-522958454715418 
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serve in the new Corps of Marines.  So, yes, the .S. Marine  Corps was indeed born in Tun Tavern.  
  
 Needless to say, both the Marine Corps and the tavern thrived during this new relationship.  
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It was recently pointed that most of 
us who volunteer annually for our 
local Toys for Tots campaign have 
never has the opportunity to work 
with “our” Marines in uniform as 
they collect donations.  SSgt 
Bergeron jumped on that situation 
immediately and has already taken 
steps to rectify the problem so that 
we can all be quite sure we are 
working together in this mission! 
 The calendar is already filling 
up as collection boxes began to be 
distributed last week.  SSgt Bergeron 
has invited us to participate in the 
events listed below and work with 
the uniformed Marines.  Please note, 
there are only a few slots available 
for each time as we do not want to 
outnumber those putting on the 
event.  If you would like to attend, 
please contact Gary Brannon with 
your RSVP as he will be the Marine 
with the latest informa-

tion/instructions available.  Please 
do not just show up, these events 
may be private and by invitation 
only—we need to respect our 
hosts! 
This is a great opportunity to really 
see what our annual mission means 
to the civilian world.  Stay tuned as 
more events will be added to this 
listing as we go! 
 Finally, Gary has let us 
know that we are still in desperate 
need for volunteers to deliver col-

2017 TOYS FOR TOTS EVENTS 

lection boxed and pick up toys 
throughout the greater Port-
land/Vancouver area.  This doesn’t 
have to be a huge time or energy 
commitment—just picking up a 
few places can really make a differ-
ence and save other Marines from 
doing the huge day—long runs at 
the end of out collection.  Please 
reach out to Gary at the e-mail 
listed and he can fill you in on the 
locations still needing volunteers. 

2ndLt Mariah Klenke is first woman in Marine Corps history to 

Marine Corps and to 
become the first     
female assault       
amphibious officer,” 
Klenke said. “It feels 
pretty great to know 
that a lot of females 
will be looking up to 
me. “ 

Second Lt. Mariah 
Klenke made military 
history last month, 
becoming the first 
female to graduate 
from the Marine 
Corps Assault       
Amphibian Officer 
Course and earn the 
military occupational 
specialty of 1803,   
assault amphibian 
officer.   Klenke, a 
24-year-old Breese 
native and graduate 

of Highland High 
School, was one of 
seven Marines — and 
the only woman — to 
graduate in a cere-
mony Oct. 3 at the 
YAT-YAS Museum, 
which houses old    
assault vehicles and 
memorabilia from the 
3rd Assault Amphib-
ian Battalion at Camp 
Pendleton, California.  
“It’s an honor to 
make history in the 
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The History of  Tun Tavern Birth Place of our Corps 
the English Crown.  
 On November 
10, 1775, the Conti-
nental Congress 
commissioned Sam-
uel Nicholas to raise 
two Battalions of Ma-
rines.  That very day, 
Nicholas set up 
shop in Tun Tav-
ern.  He appointed 
Robert Mullen, then 
the proprietor of the 
tavern, to the job of 
chief Marine Re-
cruiter -- serving, of 
course, from his 
place of business at 
Tun Tavern.  
  Prospective 
recruits flocked to 
the tavern, lured by 
(1) cold beer and (2) 
the opportunity to 

Ask any Marine.  Just 
ask.  He will tell you 
that the Marine Corps 
was born in Tun Tav-
ern on 10 November 
1775.  But, beyond 
that the Marine's rec-
ollection for detail will 
probably get 
Fuzzy.  So, here is the 
straight scoop:  
 In the year 
1685, Samuel Carpen-
ter built a huge "brew 
house" in Philadel-
phia.  He located this 
tavern on the water-
front at the corner of 
Water Street and Tun 
Alley. The old English 
word tun means a 
cask, barrel, or keg of 
beer.  So, with his 
new beer tavern on 
Tun Alley, Carpenter 
elected to christen the 
new waterfront brew-
ery with a logical 
name, Tun  
Tavern.  
 Tun Tavern 
quickly gained a repu-
tation for serving fine 
beer.  Beginning 47 
years later in 1732, 
the first meetings of 
the St. John's No. 1 
Lodge of the Grand 
Lodge of the Masonic 
Temple were held in 
the tavern.  An Ameri-
can of note, Benjamin 
Franklin, was its third 
Grand Master.  Even 
today the Masonic 
Temple of Philadel-

phia recognizes Tun 
Tavern as the birth-
place of Masonic 
teachings in America.  
  Roughly ten 
years later in the 
early 1740s, the new 
proprietor expanded 
Tun Tavern and gave 
the addition a new 
name, "Peggy Mul-
lan's Red Hot Beef 
Steak Club at Tun 
Tavern."  The new 
restaurant became a 
smashing commer-
cial success and was 
patronized by notable 
Americans.  In 1747 
the St. Andrews Soci-
ety, a charitable 
group dedicated to 
assisting poor immi-
grants from Scotland, 
was founded in the 
tavern.  
 Nine years 
later, then Col. Benja-
min Franklin organ-
ized the Pennsylvania 
Militia.  He used Tun 
Tavern as a gathering 
place to recruit a 
regiment of soldiers 
to go into battle 
against the Indian up-
risings that were 
plaguing the Ameri-
can colonies.  George 
Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, and the 
Continental Congress 
later met in Tun Tav-
ern as the American 
colonies prepared for 
independence from 
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Trivia Quiz Answers 
1. Captain Samuel Nicholas 

2. Always Faithful  

3. Chesty Puller 

4. Chapultepec 

5. Archibald Henderson 

 Tun Tavern still 
lives today.  And, Tun 
Tavern beer is still 
readily available 
throughout the Phila-
delphia area.  Further, 
through magazines it is 
advertised to Marines 
throughout the world.  

6.      MCAS Cherry Point, NC 

7.      11 

8.      Alfred A. Cunningham 

10.    Tun Tavern 

11.    Honor, Courage, Commitment 
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THE PASSING OF A LEGEND  
 A legend of our beloved Corps was posted as Command-
ing Officer of the Heavens Gate Detachment, USMC, Upward, on 
the 25th of November 2017.  Colonel Wesley Fox one of the 
true legends of our Corps, has died in his birthplace of Herndon, 
VA, at the age of 86.  Born on 30 September 1931, Colonel Fox 
enlisted in the Marine Corps in August of 1950, and served two 
tours of duty in Korea with 3/5.  On his first tour, as a rifleman, he 
was wounded, and awarded the Purple Heart and a Bronze Star for 
bravery. 
 

 Between Korea and Vietnam, Col. Fox rose through the 
ranks to First Sergeant, serving a tour as a Drill Instructor, and as a 
Platoon Sergeant in Force Reconnaissance.  He was commissioned 
in 1966, returning to Force Recon, before being assigned to Alpha 
Company, 1st Battalion, 9th Marines.  It was with Alpha 1/9 in the A 
Shau Valley in February 1969 that Wesley Fox earned our nation’s 
highest honor for bravery, “The Congressional Medal of Honor”. 
 

 Colonel Fox would go on to write two books, both of 
which should be on the shelf of any soon to be, current, or former 
leader.  The first “Courage and Fear: A Primer” , and the second, 
“Marine Rifleman; Forty-Years in the Corps”, 
 
 The day is done Marine.  Semper Fidelis Colonel Fox you 
may be gone from the physical world, but you will never be gone in 
our minds, and we will meet again when its our turn to be called 
home. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY 2018 
FROM YOUR MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

  
 AS 2017 COMES TO AN END THE EXECUTIVE 
BOARD OF THE COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT, #826, 
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL AC-
TIVE DUTY MARINES, RETIRED MARINES, FORMER MA-
RINES, AND THEIR FAMILIES A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A SAFE AND JOYABLE NEW YEARS.   ONCE AGAIN 
IN OUR HISTORY WE FIND MARINES AROUND THE 
WORLD INVOLVED IN COMBATING THE FORCES OF 
EVIL.  PLEASE AS YOU ENJOY YOUR SPECIAL DINNERS 
WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILIES, WHILE YOU WATCH THE 
SPECIAL HOLIDAY MOVIES OR THOSE SPECIAL SPORTS 
EVENTS, REMEMBER OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS THAT 
ARE AWAY FROM HOME CARRYING ON IN THE HIGH-
EST TRADITIONS, TO KEEP US SAFE.   
 

SEMPER FI BROTHERS AND SISTERS. 
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Washington University in the fall of 
2018 in pursuit of a career in pub-
lic service.  How exactly that will 
manifest itself, she is not entirely 
certain.   
 Out detachment would 
like to send Young Marine MGySgt 
Langley our congratulations and 
say Semper Fi.  You have made us  
All extremely proud. 

Wreaths Across America 
 Evergreen Memorial Gardens and the Lewis and Clark Young Marines are honored 

to present Wreathes Across America,   
 

A Memorial Service Honoring Veterans and Current Members 
  
 The service will begin with a wreath ceremony recognizing each branch of the  
military.  Guests that have served or currently serve are invited to stand with their branch 
is featured.  Everyone will then move to the cemetery to place donated wreaths on the 
graves of veterans in our ceremony after a brief flag ceremony. 
 Thank you to the Lewis  and Clark Young Marines for their continued participation 
in this event. 
 

Young Marine Master Gunnery Sergeant 
Emma Langley Named the 2018 North West 

Regiment  “Young Marine of the Year” 
the Young Marines I have found 
friends who, quite frankly, I con-
sider my siblings, in every sense of 
the word.  People who always 
have my back, who I can go to no 
matter what is going on in my live, 
who have been, and continue to 
be, the reason that I always have a 
smile on  my face, and continue to 
do the work that I do both inside 
and outside of the program.” 
 Young Marine Langley is 
a Senior at Hudson’s Bay High 
School in Vancouver and is in the 
Running Start program at Clark 
College.  She has been admitted 
to, and plans to attend Western  
   
 

 The Lewis and Clark 
Young Marines is proud to an-
nounce, YM MGySgt Emma Langley 
has been names the 2018 North 
West Regiment Young Marine of 
the Year. 
 The Young Marine NW 
Regiment consists of 5 Battalions 
with 15 Units across 4 states.  
There are currently 376 Young 
Marines in the Regiment. 
 YM MGySgt Langley 
graduated from the Lewis and 
Clark Young Marine Recruit  
Platoon 51510.  When asked what 
she felt were her most notable 
accomplishments, se stated, “I have 
recently been approved to receive 
my Distinguished Order of Merit 

(DOM), which is the highest award 
a Young Marine can earn.  This is 
undoubtedly the accomplishment “I 
have worked hardest to receive.  
However, my greatest success was 
being given the opportunity to give 
back to the program, by instructing 
at the 2017 National Leadership 
Academy.  I found myself in a very 
unique position were I could pass 
on my knowledge and philosophies 
regarding leadership, and help those 
in my charge discover and develop 
their own leadership abilities.” 
 When asked how the 
Young Marines have positively im-
pacted her life, she said, “I am a 
firm believer in the ideology that 
family is not necessarily blood. In 
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NAME, MEMBER NUMBER 
 STREET ADDRESS 

    CITY, STATE, ZIP  

PLACE  

POSTAGE 
HERE 

  This area contains only snippets of the vast history of our Corps & is not a complete listing of all events throughout our history for the 
Month 

9 December 1776 Marines participate in the action between the Alfred and the British frigate Milford.  The American ship 
out sails it better-armed opponent and escapes unharmed. 

29 December 1846 Commodore Stockton leads a force of 600 men overland against Los Angeles, with the Marine of his 
squadron organized as a separate company under the command of Lieutenant Jacob Zeilin. 

19 December 1913 Congress limits the term of the Commandant to four years, with prevision for the reappointment for 
an additional four years. 

28 December 1918 The 1st Machine Gun Battalion arrives in France and is assigned to the 4th Marine Brigade. 

26 December 1932 Chesty Puller and six other Marines volunteer to lead a patrol of 64 Guardias to secure the new rail 
line between Leon and El Sauce.  Their train is ambushed.  Ata cost of three Guardias killed and three 
wounded, the government force inflicts the largest confirmed loss (31 dead) on the Sandinistas since 
the battle of Ocotal in 1927. 

7 December 1941 Japanese carrier-borne aircraft attack, U.S. forces on Oahu, sinking 19 ships, destroying 188 planes, 
killing 2,280 and wounding 1,109.  Marine losses are 111 killed or missing, 75 wounded, 33 aircraft  
destroyed, and 12 damaged.  Two Japanese destroyers bombard Midway, inflicting 14 Marine  
casualties. 

1 December 1947 The first experimental Marine helicopter squadron, HMX-1, is commissioned at Quantico.  It is  
eventually equipped with the Sikorsky HO3S-1(a utility/observation helicopter) and the Piasecki  
HRP-1 (a small transport helicopter dubbed the “Flying Banana” for its unusual shape). 

2 December 1952 President elect Dwight D. Eisenhower and JCS Chairman General Omar Bradley visit the 1st Marine 
Division command post in Korea. 

14 December 1971 VMA(AW)-224 deploys on board Coral Sea (CVA-43) on Yankee Station for potential aerial action 
against North Vietnam. 

“THIS MONTH IN MARINE CORPS HISTORY” 

We welcome all Marines and Navy Corpsman for community  
service, social interaction and camaraderie. We have      

members from all eras of service and lots of experience and 
community resources to share. Meetings are held at 7pm on the  
second Thursday of each month at the Vancouver Elk's Lodge 

upstairs meeting room.  
 

(11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.,  Vancouver, WA 98683)  

Semper Fidelis!  

Columbia River Detachment #826 
Department of Washington 

Marine Corps League 
Elks Lodge #823 

11605 SE McGillivray Blvd 
Vancouver, Washington 98683-5203 

 MARINES AND NAVY CORPSMAN 
CONTINUING SERVICE TO THE NATION 

DAILY 

We’re on the Web at 

Marinecorpsleague.wixsite.com/
crdmc#826 


