
 

1 

Columbia River Detachment #826 
Department of Washington, Marine Corps League Est. 28 September, 1992  

Send all Correspondence to: 6204 Kansas St. Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 

Non-Profit: Ein: 91-1647649 Secretary of State: Ubi# 60149220                                 http://marinecorpsleaguev.wix.com/crdmcl826  

Newsletter Editor—Marine Pete Thornton 

William A. Hauser, Detachment Commandant 
 

Volume 2,   

February 2018 

Meeting 2nd Thurs of Each Month: 1900 @ Elks Lodge 823, 11605 SE McGillivray Blvd. Vancouver WA 98683-5203 

This Month in Marine 
Corps History 
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Sgt. Maj. ROBERT E. CLEARY 
10th SgtMaj OF THE CORPS Guarding Heavens Gates 

Sergeant Major Robert E. Cleary assumed the 
post of Sergeants Major of the Marine Corps on 28 June 
1983. Sergeant Major Cleary was born in Tewksbury, 
Mass., on 2 June 1931, and graduated from Holyoke 
Trade High School in May 1949. He enlisted in the Ma-
rine Corps on 24 October 1951.  He underwent recruit 
training at the Marine Corps  Recruit Depot, Parris Is-
land, South Carolina, then attended a nine-week Demoli-
tion Specialist Course at Schools Battalion, Marine 
Corps Base, Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, where he 
was promoted to private first class. Upon completion of 
the school, he was assigned as the Battalion Demolition 
Specialist, Company B, 7th Engineer Battalion at Camp- 
Pendleton, California. Promoted to corporal, he         
remained with the 7th Engineer Battalion until April 1953. 
Sergeant Major Cleary transferred overseas, where he 
joined the 1st Marine Division in Korea, as a Squad 
Leader and Right Guide with Company I, 3d Battalion. 
While in this assignment, he was promoted to sergeant. 
Returning from overseas, he reported to the 1st Rifle 
Company at the Navy and Marine Corps Reserve    
training Center, Springfield, Massachusetts. In early 

1958, he returned to Camp Pendleton, for duty as a military policeman with the Military Police   
Company.  In May 1958, he was promoted to staff sergeant, and continued to serve in this assign-
ment until April 1961, when he transferred to the Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego, California, 
for duty as a drill instructor. 

Upon completion of his tour as a drill instructor, Sergeant Major Cleary joined Headquarters and 
Service Company, 2d Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Marine Division, for duty as a Section Leader, and 
later, Platoon Sergeant in the 81mm Motor Platoon. During February 1965, he transferred to H&S 
Company, 3d Battalion, 3d Marine Division, as a Platoon Sergeant and Platoon Leader in the Anti-
Assault Platoon. 

This assignment was followed by his first tour in Vietnam as a Platoon Leader, Company G, 2d Bat-
talion, 1st Marines, 3d Marine Division, where he was promoted to gunnery sergeant. In August 
1966, he transferred to Company F, 2d Battalion, 27th Marines, 5th Marine Division, for duty as 
Company Gunnery Sergeant. For his combat service in Vietnam, he was awarded the Silver Star 
Medal, the Navy Commendation Medal with Combat "V", and two awards of the Purple Heart. 

He returned to San Diego for a short tour as a drill instructor in August 1967, at which time he was 
selected for promotion to first sergeant. He was reassigned to the 27th Marines as the Company 
First Sergeant. During March 1968, he returned to Vietnam, serving as the First Sergeant of Battery 
C, 1st LAAM Battalion, MACC-19, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing. Subsequently, he served as Company 
First Sergeant of Company G, 28th Marine Regiment. 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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 CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS 
OUR OWN, MARINE JIM RENTON FOR HAVING BEEN SELECTED AS  

OUR DEPARTMENT MARINE OF THE YEAR FOR 2017-2018 

U-TAPAO, THAILAND -- 
12 Feb 2018 

 U.S. Marines with 1st 
Marine Aircraft Wing joined 
forces with service members 
from seven full participating na-
tions to support the 37th itera-
tion of Exercise Cobra Gold, at 
various sites in the Kingdom of 
Thailand, February 13-23, 2018.   
 Exercise Cobra Gold 
2018 is one of the largest theater 
security cooperation exercises in 
the Indo-Asia-Pacific region and is 
an integral part of the US com-
mitment to strengthen engage-
ment in the region.  It is intended 
to advance regional security and 
ensure effective responses to 
regional crises by bringing to-
gether a robust multinational  

force to address shared goals 
and security commitments in 
the Indo-Asia-Pacific-region 
force to address shared goals. 
 “The Marines of Ma-
rine Light Attack Helicopter 
Squadron 369 are here to pro-
mote multilateral training and 
deliver close air support for the 
participating nations such as the 
Kingdome of Thailand and the 
Republic of Korea,” said Maj. 
Kevin M Keene, and operations 
officer and AH-1Z Viper pilot 
with HMLA-369, under the UDP 
with Marine Aircraft Group 36, 
1st MAW. 
 1st MAW sent AH-1Z 
Vipers, UH-1Y  Venoms with 
HMLA-369m CH-53 Super Stal-
lions with Marine Heavy Helo 
Squadron 466, and KC-130J 

Hercules with Marine Aerial 
Refueler Transport Squadron 
152, to provide aerial support 
for the exercise.  Also, to build 
relationships and improve joint 
Terminal Attach Controllers.  
 Designed to integrate 
the U.S. Military with the Armed 
Forces of the Kingdom of Thai-
land and the long-standing  

alliance.  Thailand is a key part-
ner and an enduring ally con-
tinuing our broad cooperation 
on issues that assist both our 
countries, the region, and be-
yond.  Our relationship with the 
Kingdom of Thailand remains 
one of our most important in 
Southeast Asia.  

FROM THE DESK OF THE COMMANDANT 

1st MAW ARRIVES IN THAILAND IN SUPPORT OF CG-18 

Detachment Marine of the Year 
you need to turn it in to George 
LaFrazia or Jim Renton prior to 
the beginning of the March 
meeting.  Full instructions for 
submitting a nomination can be 
found on our Detachment  
website.   
 Department Staff 
meeting is April 7th at the Ox-
ford Suites in Yakima Washing-
ton.  When making a reserva-
tion mention you’re with the 
Marine Corps League for their 
rate. 
  Bill 

Greeting Marines, 

 Save May 5th for our 
annual Officer Installation and 
Awards Dinner.  This year we’ll 
be at the American Legion 
Smith-Reynolds Post 14 (4607 
NE St. James Road).  Dinner will 
be Prime Rib with baked potato, 
Vegetables and salad for $25.00.  
We have to give them accurate 
numbers for dinner so you must 
RSVP and pay in advance.  There 
will be no sales at the door.  
Times haven’t been finalized yet 
but will be and published soon.  
 We have all of our 
elected Officers returning for a 
second year.  I need someone to 
come forward and fill the posi-
tion of Detachment Adjutant.  

John Stofiel is stepping down 
after years of filling the position 
and we need someone to learn 
the duties.  We’ve separated the 
Adjutant and Paymaster  
positions and have someone to 
fill in as Paymaster.  Please  
contact John or myself so we 
can make the changeover. 
 Our next meeting 
(March 8th) will be one of our 
new relaxed meetings where we 
join to socialize and discuss 
possible upcoming fundraising 
our community service options.  
We’ll be discussing  plans for 
another weekend at the Gee 
Creek rest area.  If you have any 
ideas bring them to the meeting 
and let’s discuss them.  If you 
have a recommendation for 

IMPORTANT— OUR NEXT GATHERING  WILL BE ON  
MARCH 8, 2018,  AT THE ELKS CLUB, VANCOUVER. 

HOPE TO SEE YOUR THERE! 
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MARINE CORPS LEAGUE AUXILARY 
COLUMBIA RIVER UNIT  
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NEWS UPDATE FROM THE VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 

Marine Corps League Auxiliary 
Columbia River Unit 

Brunch/Meeting 
Lisa’s Country Kitchen 
10 February 2018 

Home of Caroline Ruhmshottel 
 

In attendance were:  Jeanette Bolte, Patti Kuhar, June Lasch, 
Chris McDonald, Caroline Ruhmshottel, Paulie Stofiel, and 
Karen Wheeler. 
 
Patti read the treasurer’s report and it was filed for audit. 
 
 a.  A check for $300 was presented to Caroline by 
      the PNW Chapter 3rd Marine Division for the 
      VA  Patient Clothing. 
 b.  $50 was donated by Steve Slegers, also for the 
      VA Patient Clothing. 
 c.  Other income was $20 from the sales of  
       Patriotic Bracelets. 
 d,  $100 was sent to the Washington Elks Therapy  
       Program 
 e,  Receipts were turned in for purchases for the 
      VA Patient Clothing. 
 
Patti presented out check for $1000 to the Clark County 
Veterans Assistance.  She said they were absolutely thrilled!  
They were really in need of funds. 

Jeanette read a thank you from the Vancouver VA for hooded 
sweatshirts, crew neck sweatshirts, and sweatpants. 
 
Caroline spoke about a group of ladies that want to donate  
proceeds from a fundraiser they are calling “Sweats for Vets”. 
 
Chris informed us about the Washington State Horse Expo at the 
Clark County Fairgrounds on March 2, 3, and 4, 2018, featuring 
the Wind Haven Therapeutic Riding for veterans. 
 
Jeanette read an email from Ellen explaining why she will no 
longer be an active member, due to Roger’s health.  But she still 
wants to be kept in the loop.  We all wish the best to her and 
Roger. 
 
There was discussion about nomination of officers next month.  
Jeanette said she would be president for another year, and the rest 
of the officers said they would also continue with their positions.  
However, with Ellen stepping down, someone needs to step up as 
secretary. 
 
Next meeting will be 11:00 AM, March 10, 2018 at Lisa’s Country 
Kitchen. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jeanette Bolte, President 
 

 Today the Department of Veterans Affairs announced that the departments Chief of 
Staff, Vivieca Wright Simpson has elected to retire following the release of a Veterans  
Administration  
 Inspector General investigation on Wednesday.  The Veterans Administration an-
nounced that it has opened a formal investigation into her actions identified in the IG report.   
President Trump has made clear that he expects VA leaders to hold themselves and other 
employees accountable when they fail to live up to the high standards taxpayers and Veter-
ans deserve.  The Veterans Administration will continue to review the IG report and its  
recommendations in more detail bevore determining possible additional personnel  
accountability actions.   
 Separately, the VA announced that it has opened an investigation into allegations of 
email hacking.  To be clear while VA is still currently investigating these hacking allegations, 
we have thus far found no credible or conclusive evidence of a compromise to our email  
system or a user’s account. 

   VA will announce a new chief of staff shortly. 
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   This assignment was followed by his first tour in Vietnam as a Platoon Leader, Company G, 2d Battalion, 
1st Marines, 3d Marine Division, where he was promoted to gunnery sergeant. In August 1966, he transferred to 
Company F, 2d Battalion, 27th Marines, 5th Marine Division, for duty as Company Gunnery Sergeant. For his 
combat service in Vietnam, he was awarded the Silver Star Medal, the Navy Commendation Medal with Combat 
"V", and two awards of the Purple Heart. 

 He returned to San Diego for a short tour as a drill instructor in August 1967, at which time he was se-
lected for promotion to first sergeant. He was reassigned to the 27th Marines as the Company First Sergeant. 
During March 1968, he returned to Vietnam, serving as the First Sergeant of Battery C, 1st LAAM Battalion, 
MACC-19, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing. Subsequently, he served as Company First Sergeant of Company G, 28th 
Marine Regiment. 

 Major Cleary then reported to H&S Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, as 
the Company First Sergeant, followed by his third tour in Vietnam as the Squadron Sergeant Major of HMM-165, 
MAG-36, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing. 

 Upon his return from overseas, in May 1973, he was assigned to VMA-223, 3d Marine Aircraft Wing, 
Yuma, Arizona, where he attained his present grade and served as the Squadron Sergeant Major. In September, 
he was reassigned to the 2d LAAM Battalion, Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, as the Battalion Sergeant Major 
 He reported to Headquarters Marine Corps, Washington, DC., in September 1974, for duty as the Battal-
ion Sergeant Major of Marine Security Guard Battalion, followed by duty as Personnel Sergeant Major. His next 
assignment was as the 3d Marine Division Sergeant Major in July 1979, then returned to Marine Security Guard 
Battalion as Battalion Sergeant Major.  
 On 1 January 1982, Sergeant Major Cleary was selected as the Sergeant Major of Marine Corps Develop-
ment and Education Command in Quantico, Virginia. He was selected as the 10th Sergeant Major of the Marine 
Corps on 25 May 1983, and assumed the post on 28 June 1983. 

 His personal decorations consist of the Silver Star Medal; three Air Medals; Navy Commendation Medal 
with Combat "V", and gold star in lieu of a second award; Navy Achievement Medal; two Purple Hearts; and the 
Combat Action Ribbon. 

Marine Corps Trivia Quiz 

Robert E. Cleary 
10th Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps (Cont. from Page 1) 

6. What is considered the turning point in the War in the  

        Pacific? 

 ______________________________________ 

7. The art of influencing people to obtain their obedience, respect, 
confidence and loyal cooperating is known as? 

 _______________________________________ 

8. What gives others the will to accomplish a mission? 

 ________________________________________ 

9. What is the primary & secondary objective of Leadership? 
 ________________________________________ 

10. What are our Core Values? 

 ________________________________________ 

(Correct answers can be found on page 12) 
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1. Who is the Father of American Military Drill? 

 _______________________________________ 

2. What are the two purposes of the Chain of Command”? 

 ________________________________________ 

3. How many leadership principles are there? 

 ________________________________________ 

4. Why did the British not burn Marine Headquarters at 8th & I 
Street in Washington during the War of 1812? 

 ________________________________________ 

5. Who is credited with the capture of John Brown at the Battle 
of Harpers Ferry? 

 ________________________________________ 
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One day, you’ll get out of the Marine Corps; you’ll put your uniform up, but you’ll never not 
be a Marine. 

John F. Kelly 

Marines acquire hundreds of quadcopter drones 
for  

Infantry Squads 

By Seth Robson. Stars and Stripes 

Published: 16 February 2018 

       Eight hundred quadcopter drones will soon hover  
       over Marine Corps infantry squads, giving then New  
       high-tech tools to survey the battlefield.  Lt. Gen.  
       Robert Walsh, who leads Marine Corps Combat  
       Development Command, spoke about the new  
       equipment at an event run by the Association of  
       Unmanned Vehicle Systems in  Maryland on  
       February 6th.  “We need new unmanned systems,  
       fast,” he said,  according to the association’s website.   
       The remote-controlled drones will be fielded at a  
       rate of 200 per month with priority given to  
deploying units, according to the Defense one news site. 
 The Marines are going back to their early days of being a highly experimental command, Walsh told the 
drone experts.  Last May, for example, the service brought more than 100 unmanned systems to a beach at Camp 
Pendleton, California, to explore new ways of getting ashore.  The arsenal included quadcopters, ground robots 
and maritime systems, according to the association’s website.  Some were for reconnaissance and other were 
armed.  “The first 20 minutes of what we were seeing was all unmanned,” Walsh said.  “When we started with 
the project, I never would have dreamed any of that, at all … this is happening so fast; it’s changing our ideas.”  
The Marines already fly a small hand-launched, fixed-wing surveillance drone called the RQ-12 Wasp III.  Marines 
have never had quadcopters, even at the company level, but now there will be one for every squad, Walsh said. 
To make sure the Marines flying and maintaining the drones don’t get diverted from other tasks, the service is 
looking at adding technology leaders to squads to work with the systems, he said according to National Defense 
magazine. 
 Last year, Marine Corps Commandant General Robert Neller said he didn’t see machines replacing front-
line Marines any time soon.  “I don’t see there’s going to be a battle of the robots in the near future...maybe one 
day,” he said.  However, he said any new technology that can make Marines more lethal is helpful.  “We need 
come of these capabilities and we need them now, not 10 years from now,” he said of the devices the service has 
been testing. 
 The Marines may be figuring out how to deploy “techno-human” squads, where each unit consists of net-
worked machines, Arizona State engineering professor Braden Allenby said in an email Friday.  That could soon 
include a variety of robots, both large and small, working alongside warriors, he said.  Artificial intelligence will 
also be a factor, analyzing threats and opportunities on the battlefield, Allenby said.  America’s adversaries are try-
ing to do the same thing, Allenby warned.  “The Chinese and the Russians in particular are both better at some 
forms of asymmetric warfare that we are...and less concerned about certain ethical aspects of technology,” he 
said. Americans may be concerned about robots with artificial intelligence that might kill the enemy without hu-
man intervention, Allenby said.  “The Russians are already trying to deploy such systems, “ he said. 
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Lewis and Clark Young Marines 
Today’s Youth—Tomorrow’s Leaders 

Page 6 The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 

 Our Lewis & Clark Young 
Marines recently supported the annual 
“Iwo Jima Flag Raising” ceremony 
hosted by the Canby-Aurora VFW 
6057 Post and Auxiliary.  This cere-
mony commemorates the original  
raising of the flag on February 23, 
1945. 
 “Raising the Flag on Iwo Jima” 
is an iconic photograph taken by Joe 
Rosenthal on February 23, 1945, 
which depicts six United States Ma-
rines raising a flag atop Mount  
Suribachi, during the Battle of Iwo 
Jima, in World War II. 
 Our Young Marines donned 
traditional World War II USMC uni-
forms, very similar to the ones worn 
by the 6 original Marines who first 
raised the U.S. Flag at Iwo Jima.  These 
Uniforms were graciously provided by 
Mr. George Pobi.   

The ceremony was held at the Canby 
Adult Center and all Veterans groups 
were invited to bring their  
colors and be a part of the ceremony. 

Historic Trust of Vancouver WA. Recognizes LCYM 

The Historic Trust in  
Vancouver, Washington has rec-
ognized the Lewis and Clark 
Young Marines for their Participa-
tion in the 2017 Veterans Day 
Parade at Fort Vancouver.  The 
Veterans Day Parade is a Lewis & 
Clark Young  Marine favorite 
event.  We are committed to 
supporting our Veterans and  

wouldn’t miss it!  We would like to 
thank The Historic Trust for  
recognizing our participation. 

Congratulations to Lewis and Clark Young Marines  
Recruit Class 41203 

Class 41203 graduated 54 Young Marines total, creating a 
two platoon series.  This was so impressing that the National 

Director of the Young Marine Program, Mr. Mike Kessler 
came to Vancouver for the classes graduation and was their 
guest speaker.  He also presented the National Directors 

Challenge Coin to the two Honor Grads. 
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Columbia River Detachment, #826 

Department of Washington, Marine Corps League 
Elks Lodge #823, 11605 SE McGillivray Blvd., Vancouver, WA 98683-5203  

MINUTES 8 February 2018 
 

Opening Ceremony: 1900 Appropriate. 

Introduction of Dignitaries:  

 Marine of The Year:  Lucian Baker 

  National Officers/Chairs:  PDD Rex Hopper Nat’l Deputy VAVS Representative- 

Department WA Officers:   

 Rex Hopper –   Worthy Pack Leader, Dept. VAVS Chair and Jr. Past Dept. Cmndn’t. 

 John Stofiel –  Worthy Pack Dog Robber & Past Dept. Cmndn’t 

 DD Bill Hauser –  Dept. Paymaster 

Military Order of the Devil Dogs, Lewis & Clark Pound Keeper:  PDD Lynn Bolte 

Past Detachment Commandants:        
  John Stofiel,    Rex E. Hopper   
  George LaFrazia,   Bill Hauser 
  Lynn Bolte,  
Past Detachment Marines of the Year:  
  John Stofiel,   George LaFrazia,  
  Lynn Bolte,   Rex Hopper,  
  Wendy Baker,   Lou Baste,     
  Bill Hauser 
Sick and /or in Distress:    Chaplain Rex Hopper – Shared that our 1st Commandant Bill Hillgaertner has cancer & he 
                likely has only about a year with us.  Please keep him and his   
                family in your prayers.   
    Lynn Bolte -           Shared concerns for Roger and Ellen Rueckert as Roger is not  
                faring well right now and Ellen will not be able to attend the  
                brunches with the auxiliary.  Please keep Roger and Ellen in your 
                prayers. 
Report of Standing Committees:  
 Bob Costello Memorial Fund (BCMF): George LaFrazia – No requests for assistance has been received. 

 

 Clark County Veterans Advisory Board (CCVAB)/ Assistance Center (CCVAC): Ron Brandon/Steve Sleger – absent. 

 
      Marine Corps Coordinating Council (MCCC):  John Stofiel - We had a visitor from yet another group of Veterans and  
               civilians combined organization seeking support and offering  services for 
               Veterans.  Veteran Marine Melissa McPartland email:   
               mmcpartland@missioncontinues.org;  1st Service Platoon Leader of “The 
               Mission Continues”  www.missioncontinues.org;  A service platoon is a  
               team of veteran and non-veteran volunteers that mobilizes together to  
               solve a specific challenge in their community. United by the common bond 
               of service, platoons offer veterans the opportunity to make an impact in  
               their community, and connect with others through regular social and  
               networking events.   It’s an opportunity to serve along side a motivated  
               team and tackle a tough and meaningful mission. It’s an opportunity to  
               make a difference. Melissa passed out her business cards and a flyer  
               about The Mission Continues. 
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     VETERANS AFFAIRS VOLUNTARY SERVICES: (VAVS) Representatives:   
     Rex Hopper— Did the letter go out to National for  certification of Jim  
     Renton to serve as our Deputy VAVs Representative?  
     COMMUNITY MILITARY APPRECIATION COMMITTEE (CMAC):   Bill Hauser—
     Our Community Salutes: Skyview High School: April 19th, 2018 at 6:30pm— 
     Skyview High school. 
     LEWIS AND CLARK YOUNG MARINES  John Hudson—At our last meeting I  
     shared that I was  searching for some missing rifles that belonged to the LCYM  
     Unit.  I have determined that the missing rifles were signed over to the Marine  
     Cadet Program by the then CO Twila Miller who also left the LCYM Unit to join 
     with them.  I have taken issue in the manner  that this was accomplished and an of 
     the mind that something could be done to have our rifles returned to the unit, not 
     sure how to accomplish that, as you, the League are our host detachment for the 
     unit I felt you should be aware of this situation.  Our new recruit platoon of 40 is 
     moving right along.   

 REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES:   VETERANS DAY PARADE — Bill Hauser—Our Veterans Day Parade went well 
     and I did bring up for discussion about providing access, particularly for horses  
     returning following the end of the parade at our last MCAC meeting.  Still remains 
     to be seen what will take place but concerns have been noted for their safety. 

     GEE CREEK FUNDRAISERS - Wendy Baker– Brief discussion on holding our next 
     event around before Memorial Day but it was determined that our chair  
     will likely be in AK during that time frame.  We would be doing another weekend  
     adventure.  Members need to check their calendars and bring proposed weekend 
     to the membership at our March gathering.       
     MARINE OF THE YEAR - Pres. George LaFranzia- I am going to be gone for the 
     next couple of months and will be asking Jim Renton to head this up in my absence.  
     Need all nominations in at the March gathering, the committee will select our next 
     MOY following our gathering on the 8th 
     AWARDS— John Stofiel   I have nomination forms for MOY and Individual  
     recognition nominees see me following the meeting for same.   
     Pete Thornton - when is the last time we did anything for an Eagle Scout.  John  
     Stofiel — We used to present a certificate and we performed Color Guards at  
     Eagle Scout Awards Ceremonies in the past on request. 
 OLD BUSINESS:   TOYS FOR TOTS -  Marine Gary Brannan, area volunteer coordinator expressed 

     his appreciation to all who volunteered for the campaign.  We had 221 locations in 
     Oregon /w20 Volunteers and in Washington we had 57 locations w/7 volunteers.
     .27% increase in locations last year.  Clearly, we need more volunteers in 2018.  
     We also had 12 public relations events; 53,551 toys were distributed to 31,470  
     children.  Gary presented certificates of appreciation for their participation:   
     Wendy & Lucian Baker, Lynn Bolte, Ron & Donna Brandon, Bill Cason, Bill Hauser, 
     Jim Kenney, Bill DeStefano, and Tammy Hughes with L&CYM Unit.  

     could only host a pot luck.  Discussion resulted in retrieving a date on a  
     Saturday/Sunday in May a weekend before Mother’s Day. 
 NEW BUSINESS:   Bill Hauser - discussed options for our installation & Awards Dinner in May.  Spoke 

     to Post 14 American Legion 8 oz prime rib dinner for $25.00 and 40 et 8 who  
     could only host a pot luck.  Discussion resulted in retrieving a date on a  

     Saturday/Sunday in May a  weekend before Mothers Day. 
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The relation between officers and men should in no sense be that of superior and inferior nor that of master 
and servant, but rather that of teacher and scholar. In fact, it should partake of the nature of the relation be-
tween father and son, to the extent that officers, especially commanding officers, are responsible for the 
physical, mental, and moral welfare, as well as the discipline and military training of the young men under 
their command.  
 

        Major General John A. Lejeune, 13th CMC 1929 
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GOOD OF THE LEAGUE:  Gary Brannan— I would like to share about a support organization called the  
                  “Military Honors of the Pipe”, they are a local bagpipers,  
       normally their service would be $200—$250 per event.  These 
       guys are a non-profit organization and do about 1500 events a 
       year at no cost to the requestor.  They do accept donations.  

                               Their website:  http://www.honorsbythepipe.org/ 
 

     Gary Brannan— 23rd Anniversasry of the Iwo Jima Commemorative Ceremony 
       & Breakfast—February 17th 0930 at the Canby Adult Center, 
       1250 S Ivy Street, Canby, Or. 97013 
     
     Gary Brannan—The 1st Vietnam Memorial in the country for KIA Marine Janigan 
       was installed at the Beaverton Elks Lodge was sold and the  
       Memorial has been reinstated at Veterans Memorial Park in  
       Beaverton, OR;  There will be special program on Memorial Day 
       the 50th year of its conception. 
 
     Gary Brannan—Sgt. De’Aundrae C. Simms Funeral service:  1330 Monday 12  
                 February at Lincoln Memorial Funeral Home, 11801 SE Mt Scott 
                 Blvd., Portland, OR 98086. 
 
     2018 Mid-Winter Conference, March 1-3, 2018 Fredericksburg Hospitality House 
     Hotel & Conference Center 2801 Plank Rd. Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 
     
     Spring staff meeting will be held at Oxford Suites Yakima, WA., April 7th 
     
     Department of WA convention June 7-9 Silverdale Beach Hotel Silverdale WA, 
     More info to follow. 
  
     MCL National Convention will be in Buffalo NY 12-18 August, 2018. See the  
     National Website for more information.  https://www.mclnational.org/  
 
CLOSING CEREMONY:   Appropriate.  Our next gathering will be at 1900, 8 March 2018 at the Vancouver 
     Elks Lodge 
 
PRESENT:    (13) Lucian Baker, Wendy Baker, Lynn Bolte, Bill Hauser, George LaFranzia,  
     Henry Lasch, Dixon Lee, Devin Lewis, John Murphy, Pete Thornton, and  
     John Stofiel.   
 
     Guests:   Gary Brannan, USS Oregon Detachment And Rodney Cooper,  
     Veteran Marine. 

 

R/s   

      John Stofiel, Adj/Paymaster  
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 Marine Corps League Anniversaries for MARCH 

 Herbert Broussard 03/26/2017      1 yr 

 Donald H. Cheney 3/1/2005    13 yrs 

 Carnett L. Falconbury 03/01/2004    14 yrs 

 Ruth A. Falconbury 03/01/2004    14 yrs 

 Keith D. Fitch  03/05/1997     21 yrs 

 George A. Lafrazia 03/05/1994    24 yrs 

 John A. Murphy  03/02/2003    15 yrs 

 Charles G. Solomon 03/01/2005    13 yrs 

 Donald T. Sylvester 03/31/2013      5 yrs 
   

Congratulations and Thank you for your continued service to the Country, Community 
and our beloved Corps, Semper Fi. 

"Uncommon Valor"  

Refers to the victories in World War II, especially at Iwo Jima, the largest all-
Marine battle in history. Admiral Nimitz's ringing epitome of Marine fighting 
on Iwo Jima was applied to the entire Marine Corps in World War II: 
"Uncommon valor was a common virtue."  

Why Join the Marine Corps League and Marine Corps League 
Auxiliary? 

 When you join and/or 
invite someone you know to 
join the Marine Corps League 
and the Marine Corps League 
Auxiliary, you do more than 
increase our ability to help 
America's Veterans and their 
families; you could be helping 
that new member live a 
longer, more fulfilling life.  
In recent years, U.S. 
populations have become more 
solitary, and more than a 
quarter of U.S. households are 
made up of  

people living by themselves. 
Sadly research has found 
that 25 percent of Americans 
said they had no one to talk 
to about important matters 
and social isolation may 
increase a persons risk of 
early death  
The good news is that every 
Marine Corps League and 
Auxiliary Marine Corps League 
and Auxiliary member, has the 
opportunity to help ebb the 
loneliness epidemic! Most of 
our members take time to visit 
those veterans at VA  

Hospitals and Veterans homes. 
Our Veterans will feel loved 
and appreciated when our 
members visit them and feel 
useful and connected.   Your 
involvement is key to the 
success of each one of our 
Detachments, Auxiliary Units 
and our Organization. It takes 
each and every one of us 
pulling together to get the 
important work done of 
serving our Veterans and their 
families, our communities, and 
our country.  
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New Online Tool Will Provide Veterans With Customized 
Instructions for Discharge Upgrade Process 

The Department of  Defense (DOD), 
through a joint initiative with the 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA), has launched a new web-based 
tool that will provide customized 
guidance to Veterans who desire to 
upgrade or change the conditions of 
their military discharge. 

 By answering a few short 
questions, Veterans will receive 
information on the specific armed 
services board to contact, the form/s 
to fill out, special guidance applica-
ble to their case, where to send their 
application and helpful tips for ap-
pealing their discharge. 

 “This new tool and part-
nership with DOD is one of many 
VA initiatives offered to Veterans 
who believe they may have been 
unfairly discharged or received an  
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 

 March 2018  8 Marine Corps League Monthly Business Meeting 

   13 Auxiliary Brunch Meeting @ Lisa’s Country Kitchen 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS WISHES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Rex E. Hopper   03/04/1935 
Charles A. Leidy  03/04/1947 
Donald T. Sylvester  03/05/1939 
Raul Davila   03/12/1931 
James E. Hogan  03/12/1963 
William G. Berry  03/15/1942 
G.L. “Jerry” Kelly  03/16/1946 
Mike B. Pettet   03/17/1957 
James O. Moen   03/28/1951 

PUBLISHER’S  
DISCLAMER  

NOTICE 
 

The Articles  
published in this  
medium are the  

expressed opinions of  
the authors and do  

not necessarily  
reflect the opinion of  
any US Govt. agency  

or private  
organization.  

unfair discharge characterization, 
“said VA Secretary Dr. David J. 
Shulkin.  “Veterans who believe their 
discharge was unjust, erroneous or 
warrants an upgrade are encouraged to 
use the tool and then apply for review.” 

 DOD officials also praised 
the new innovative tool. 

 “We are thrilled to have 
partnered with the Department of 
Veterans Affairs in developing this 
wonderful and easily accessible tool,” 
said Mr. Robert Wilkie, Under Secre-
tary of Defense for Personnel and 
Readiness.  “We support our Veterans, 
whether they served recently or long 
ago, and we are excited to introduce a 
tool that will individualize the guid-
ance for those who desire an upgrade 
or change in their military discharge.”
 The Military has estimated  

that tens of thousands of Veterans with 
less than honorable discharges are 
especially likely to have unjust dis-
charges are especially likely to have 
unjust discharges deserving of up-
grades.  These are Veterans who were 
discharged due to incidents relating to 
post-traumatic stress disorder, trau-
matic brain injury or sexual orienta-
tion.  Fragmented and confusing infor-
mation has historically deterred  
Veterans from obtaining crucial  
information and—in many cases-
necessary benefits. 
 

The discharge upgrade tool is available 
at: 

 

https//www.vets.gov/discharge-
upgrade-instructions. 

RENEWAL TIME 
Membership Renewals  

$30.00 Annually  by 31 August  
Life Membership Fee:  

17-35 years       $ 500.00  

36-50   $ 400.00  

51-64   $ 300.00  

65 +   $ 200.00  

Make check/money orders payable to;  

CRD-MCL mail to:  

 John Stofiel Paymaster CRD-MCL 

6204 Kansas St.  

Vancouver, WA 98661-6924  

PAST DETACHMENT  

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

John Stofiel 1997  

George LaFrazia 1999  

Lynn Bolte 2001  

Phil Ruhmshottel 2002  

George Pobi 2003  

Rex Hopper 2004  

Keith Fitch 2005  

Bob Rector 2006  

Mike Wilson 2007  

Jim Renton 2008  

Wendy McKenzie 2009  

Lou Baste 2010  

Roger Rueckert 2011  

Bill Hauser 2012  

George Zeleznik 2013  

Fiorin Zeviar 2014 
 

PAST DEPT. MARINES OF THE 

YEAR  

John F. Stofiel  
 

Philip E. Ruhmshottel  
 

Rex Hopper  
 

Jim Renton 

Some people spend an entire 
lifetime wondering if they 

really make a difference in the 
world.  But Marines don't have 

that problem. 

Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 

1985 
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You cannot exaggerate about the Marines. They are convinced to the point of arrogance, that they are the 
most ferocious fighters on earth - and the amusing thing about it is that they are.  

Father Kevin Keaney 
2nd BN, 2nd Marines, 1st Marine Division Chaplain, Korea 

WE THE DETACHMENT HAVE SEVERAL NEEDS…  
If interested contact John Stofiel for info and training to replace him  

ADJUTANT 

PAYMASTER 

DETACHMENT REP ON THE MARINE CORPS 
COORDINATING COUNCIL OF  

OREGON/WASHINGTON  
 

 
 

Like us on facebook at:  
https://www.facebook.com/Marine-Corps-League-Columbia-River-Detachment-826-522958454715418 
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Minnie Spotted Wolf (1923–1988)  
was the first Native American 
woman to serve in the United 
States Marine Corps. 
 A member of the  Black 
Foot tribe, Spotted Wolf spent 
her childhood working on her fa-
ther's ranch in Hearts Butte  
Montana, where she cut fence 
posts, drove trucks and broke 
horses. She first expressed an 
interest in joining the army when 
she was aged 18, shortly after 
the US entered into World War 2 
at the end of 1941. However she 
was initially discouraged by a re-
cruitment officer who told her that 
the war was 'not for women'.   
Spotted Wolf was eventually  
accepted into the Marine Crops 
Women’s Reserve in July 1943, 
making her the first Native Ameri-
can female Marine. She almost 
did not accept the post as her 
father was dying from a horse 

riding accident, however her 
mother and sister strongly en-
couraged her to pursue her am-
bitions. She underwent rigorous 
boot camp training at Camp  
Lejeune, during which she 
gained 15 pounds of weight from 
the diet and rigorous exer-
cise. She later  
described the training as "hard, 
but not too hard" given her back-
ground on the ranch.   
 On completion of her 
training Spotted Wolf went on to 
serve 4 years in the Marines in 
California and Hawaii. She drove 
trucks loaded with heavy equip-
ment, a job normally reserved for 
men, and also sometimes 
worked as a jeep driver for visit-
ing generals. Spotted Wolf's ca-
reer quickly gathered media  
attention and she was featured 
in numerous news   stories, and 
even her own comic  book  to 

Minnie Spotted Wolf and the Marine Corps 
promote the war effort.   
 Following her discharge 
in 1947, Spotted Wolf returned 
to Montana where she married 
a farmer named Robert Eng-
land with whom she had four 
children. She attended college 
to qualify as a teacher and 
spent the next 29 years teach-
ing in reservation schools.  
She died in 1988 at age 65 
and was buried in her military 
uniform.  

The Origin of the Marines battle cry, “OO-RAH” 
Walk into any Marine Corps base and you’ll hear all sorts of celebratory grunts, like “ERRR,” and “YUT,” echoing throughout 
the well-trimmed grounds.  However, one grunt stands out the most amongst Marines form the day they enter boot camp, until 
the day they die—”oo-rah.”  Although the military has many slang words and uses countless acronyms that could mean virtually 
anything to a civilian ear, the battle cry, “oo-rah, has only one meaning. 

Used as a motivational tool to push recruits and Marines beyond their limit, the classic grunt ac-
tually stems from another traditional sound.  Although there are many theories as to how the 
legendary shout started, several sources point to a single origin— aboard a Naval submarine.  
Many historians believe that “oo-rah” came from, of course, Marines, assigned to 1st Amphibious 
Reconnaissance while traveling aboard a submarine in 1953.  When a sub is about to submerge, 
“dive, dive” is called out over the intercom followed by a klaxon alarm, which makes a very dis-
tinct “aarugha”.  Its reported that aboard one of the sub’s during the Korean War was GySgt 
John Massaro, who shortened the sound into “oo-rah” shouted as Marines dove out of the ves-
sel. 

As the grunt term became more popular, it spread throughout the Corps and soon became one 
of the ways Marines responded to various questions.  This symbolic grunt has since become one 
of the most recognized sounds used in the military today.   

The originator GySgt Massaro served for 31 years and retired the 8th SgtMaj of the Marine 
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Marine Corps League National Convention—AUG 2018 

Page 14 The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 



 

15 

The Eagle, Globe and Anchor Page 15 



 

16 

 

Charles W. Bailey 0531-1214  
Noah Baird 03-95-12-13  

Dan Brennan 05-32-05-10  
Cedric Bruns 04-91- 05-03-Iraq  

Harry Callicote 05-31-12-04  
Louis A. Claudio 09-47-01-15  
Lyle Cornwall 09-25-07-10  

Robert Costello 03-19-01-98  
Roger Dahl 07-17-08-10  

Jefferson E. Dean 06-25-12-11  
Robert E. Dean 07-23- 03-14  

David W Dowdakin 03-25-04-16  
Theodore ’Ted’ Dravis 08-32-05-17  

Adam Emul 04-88-01-07-Iraq  
Robert Fish 06-19-02-05  

TAPS 
Kane M Funk 11-84-06-02 -Iraq  
Fenton A. Grahnert 06-23-12-12  
Samuel P Grooms 07-39-08-17  
Walter J. Hicks 01-23- 10-12  

Michael Leinweber 11-47-07-09  
Jack Lewis 0425-0210  

Richard A. McKenzie Jr. 09-54-01-12 
Jerome Merrill 01-28-09-10  
Alan Miksch 10-51-11-01  

Richard A. McKenzie Jr. 09-54-01-12 
Jerome Merrill 01-28-09-10  
Alan Miksch 10-51-11-01  

Gladyce Moeller 10-21-08-12, 
Jeffrey A. Paullin 08-86-11-13  
Sherrill Parson 03-23-02-05  

Howard Pearson 03-12-03-96  

Jeffrey A. Paullin 08-86-11-13  
Sherrill Parson 03-23-02-05  

Howard Pearson 03-12-03-96  
Jason D. Peto 01-79-12-19 Afghanistan  

Charles Qua5er 01-36-12-08  
Harry Rea 06-46-01-12  

David Reis 01-75-11-04-Iraq  
David Sailer 01-53-10-12  

Michael Scholl 06-75-11-06-Iraq  
William Stofiel 04-21-12-98  
Robert Story 10-28-07-96  
Blaine Turner 03-20-05-01  

Robert Vollmer 06-33-11-13  
Arlos Waters 03-20-01-09  
Fiorin Zeviar 01-37-01-14  

Richard Zoller 04-20-11-04  

 A Marine Corps investigation into “irregularities” on the FY18 sergeant major through master 
sergeant promotion board found that one board member was suspected of leaking information.  It is un-
known whether any charges will be filed in the matter.  Concerns about the alleged leak of information 
in December prompted the commandant of the Marine Corps to disband the board and reconstitute it 
with new members to conduct the E-8 portion. That led to a delay in the results of the  portion of the 
board. Those results were ultimately published at the end of January.  Board members are required to 
swear an oath to disclose any information about the board or its findings before they are publicly posted.  
According to that investigation, obtained recently by Marine Corps Times through a Freedom of Infor-
mation Act request, the investigation found one individual suspected of leaking confidential information.  
The board was suspended on 5 December, pending an investigation. 
 On 4 December, Marine Times made direct contact with the board that; “I was concerned that 
there was an unauthorized release of information,” the board members told investigators.  Maj. Gen. 
Robert Castellvi, “directed us to immediately suspend the board and to initiate a preliminary investiga-
tion,” the board member told investigators.  Nevertheless, according to the investigation report, only 
one board member we suspected of an unauthorized leak.  “We currently suspect there has been at 
least one release of confidential information regarding the conduct and results of this board,” an investi-
gator told a board member during questioning on December 5th.  At this time, I suspect you may have 
violated the UCMJ.   The testimony of the alleged leakier was redacted from the report.  It is not known 
if formal charges have been or will be recommended in the case.  Board members during questioning 
stated that a fallacy in the system is that there is a great delay between the release of the board mem-
bers and the release of the selection list and that the system opens the door for accidental release of 
information prior to the official word being published. 
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Fiscal Year 2018 E-8/E-9 Board Under Investigation  
due to Possible Leak of Selection Results 
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Every Marine is, first and foremost, a rifleman. All other conditions are secondary.    
A. M. Gray 

Combat-Tested Marine Cobra Pilot Selected to 
Become a NASA Astronaut 

Marine Major Jasmin Moghbeli’s grade school dream of becoming an astronaut has wavered 
only once:  during her combat to Afghanistan as a pilot from 2009-2010.  “Had I been  
offered to leave and go be an astronaut, I don’t know that I would have said yes at that time, 
Moghbeli told Military.com in an interview, “because I loved what I was doing in that mo-
ment.”  Regardless, Moghbeli said, the dream has served as a guiding force throughout her 
distinguished 12-year career, shaping her plans and giving added purpose to years of intensive 
work and study.  Last month all that work came to fruition.  NASA announced that Moghbeli 
would be one of 12 astronaut candidates selected to undergo a two-year training and evalua-
tion period for entry into the 58-year old astronaut program.  When Moghbeli got the news, 
she immediately called her parents, her hand shaking with excitement and disbelief.  “They 
were at the pizza place when I called them and my dad was crying so much he couldn’t even 
drive home,“ she said.  “So I think that says something about how much it meant to me and 
my family.”  Moghbeli, 33, has seldom taken the easy path.  She was born in Germany to Ira-
nian parents, Fereshteh and Kamy Moghbeli, who moved to the United States when she was 
eight months old.  She grew up in Baldwin, New York, and remembers first knowing she 
wanted to become an astronaut in the sixth grade.  “I did a report on Valentna Tereshkova, 

the first female in space, a (Russian) cosmonaut,  I think the reason I chose her was I was really adventurous, but I always loved 
math, I always loved science, even as a little kid,” Moghbeli said.  “And then we got to dress up as the person, I had my little 
space suit and it just kind of, as a little kid, fanned the flames of getting me excited about space exploration.”  After high school 
Moghbeli planned to attend the local university but was offered a spot at “MIT” where she earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Aero-
space Engineering.  After graduating, Moghbeli knew she wanted to pursue a career in military aviation, a common gateway for 
NASA selections.  At a career fair her junior year, she learned about a Marine Corps leadership program that allowed college 
students to attend Officers Candidate School over the summer with no Military Obligation.  She went that summer before 
starting her senior year, and she knew her path was set.  As she told Leatherneck, “Once you go through OCS there’s just a 
pride in the Corps and there’s just no way your going to another branch after going through that, so that’s how I ended up in 
the Marine Corps, and I’m glad I did, I love it.”  In the Marine Corps Moghbeli eventually trained on the Super Cobra, ultimately 
completing three deployments with the twin-engine attack helicopter.  She was sent to Camp Baston, Afghanistan in Helmand 
province with Marine Light Attack Helicopter Squadron 367, nicknamed “Scarface.”  The deployment proved a busy one.  “We 
did lots of different stuff, of course close air support — as a helicopter pilot, that’s the bread and butter — but escorts on the 
ground and for other aircraft that don’t have defensive weapons capabilities, doing reconnaissance missions, and just overhead 
support of patrols going out, so we provide several mission sets.  In the Afghan desert, the dream of being an astronaut seemed 
a distant one.  “I didn’t think I was ready yet and I didn’t have what NASA was looking for.  I was back in Yuma when NASA 
opened its application process again in December 2015.  It began with a surprisingly simple USA Jobs application, she said.  But 
then the interview rounds began at the Johnson Space Center in Houston Texas.  The first lasted three days; the second a 
week.  Already, she said, she was developing close bonds with her fellow candidates and the space center staff.  When the news 
arrived that she had made the cut, her squadron responded by affectionately pranking her, wrapping her desk with streamers 
and ribbons.  “There were signs posted all over the squadron saying, “to her it is rocket science,” Moghbeli said.  “Its been 
cool.”  Moghbeli knows she wants to go to space someday, but she is also fascinated by NASA's human factors research and 
ongoing efforts from commercial companies, including Boeing and Space‐X, to send Americans to space on commercially 
crewed vehicles.  Apart from all that, she's excited about participating in outreach to children, who may have big dreams like 
she did. "I think as an astronaut you can have that much more impact on future generations and I'm really excited about that," 
she said. Moghbeli joins a long tradition of Marine Corps astronauts that dates back to the very first astronaut class in 1959 and 
the legendary Marine Col. John Glenn. She said she continues to cherish her Marine Corps identity and hopes she can continue 
to add to the legacy. "Becoming an astronaut, it's something that, yes, it's going to require a lot of hard work and dedication, 
but there's a lot of luck involved at the end of the day.  
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NAME, MEMBER NUMBER 
 STREET ADDRESS 

    CITY, STATE, ZIP  

PLACE  

POSTAGE 
HERE 

  This area contains only snippets of the vast history of our Corps & is not a complete listing of all events throughout our history for the 
Month 

3 February 1799 United States Marines on board the frigate United States and assist in sinking the French privateer  
L’Amour de la Patrie off the island of Martinique in the Lesser Antilles. 

16 February 1804 Navy Lieutenant Stephen Decatur, 52 sailors, and 8 Marines (led by Sergeant Solomon Wren) use the 
Intrepid to enter Tripoli Harbor during the night and burn the captured Philadelphia. 

9 February 1813 Marines and soldiers destroy two Indian towns in east Florida that were home to those who had am-
bushed the wagon convoy in September 1812 

1 February 1823 The Secretary of the Navy orders the establishment of a naval station and a Marine Barracks at Key 
West Florida, to serve as a base for operations against Caribbean Pirates. 

19 February 1868 Naval forces again land at Montevideo to guard the American consulate during renewed rebel activity. 

14 February 1923 The Marine detachment of gunboat Asheville (PG-21) lands at Masu Island in China to protect U.S. 
citizens from bandits. 

3 February 1941 A Marine Corps Air Station is established at Oahu’s Ewa Mooring Mast Field (originally constructed for 
dirigibles in the 1920s) when the 2nd Marine Aircraft Group deploys there from Ford Island. 

15 February 1943 All land-based aircraft in the southern Solomon's are placed under a single new command.  Aircraft 
Solomon's (AirSols).  This is a joint (multi-service) and combined (multinational) force. 

20 February 1945 The 28th Marines begins the assault on Mt. Suribachi.  The 4th Marine Division and the remainder of 
the 5th Marine Division capture Airfield No. 1 as they begin their drive north. 

21 February 1951 The 5th Marines leads the division attack from Wonju.  The objective is high ground near the town of 
Hoengsong.  There is no significant fighting until 23 February and the division seizes in objective on the 
24th despite rain and heavy mud. 

28 February 1952 HMR-361 is activated in Santa Anna, California. 

8 February 1965 Following Viet Cong attacks on U.S. forces and camps in South Vietnam, President Johnson orders the 
deployment of the 1st LAAM Battalion to the Da Nang area.  Battery A arrives this day. 

“THIS MONTH IN MARINE CORPS HISTORY” 

We welcome all Marines and Navy Corpsman for community  
service, social interaction and camaraderie. We have      

members from all eras of service and lots of experience and 
community resources to share. Meetings are held at 7pm on the  
second Thursday of each month at the Vancouver Elk's Lodge 

upstairs meeting room.  
 

(11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.,  Vancouver, WA 98683)  

Semper Fidelis!  

Columbia River Detachment #826 
Department of Washington 

Marine Corps League 
Elks Lodge #823 

11605 SE McGillivray Blvd 
Vancouver, Washington 98683-5203 

 MARINES AND NAVY CORPSMAN 
CONTINUING SERVICE TO THE 

NATION DAILY 

We’re on the Web at 

Marinecorpsleague.wixsite.com/
crdmc#826 


