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 97-year-old Silver Star Iwo Jima veteran to be 
oldest Marine in the Marine Corps Marathon 
                  By: Jared Morgan, Marine Times   

 A veteran who fought at Iwo Jima during 
World War II is looking to become the oldest 
Marine to participate in the annual Marine Corps 
Marathon.     
 Along with his small team of marathon-
ers, T. Fred Harvey plans to cross the finish line 
in a wheelchair on Sunday, four days shy of his 
97th birthday.     
 Like many other races, the coronavirus 
pandemic has forced event organizers to hold a virtual race this year instead of the 
physical race in Washington.  But that’s not stopping Harvey’s team’ which will set off 
at 7 a.m. from the National Museum of the Pacific War in Fredericksburg, Texas. 
 “I haven’t competed in a marathon before, but I’ve never been afraid of a  
challenge,” Harvey said in a press release.  “And I’m lucky to have good friends who 
are expert runners.   Without their help and my racing chariot, this would never be 
possible.  I’ve traveled the world and accomplished more that I ever imagined, but it 
will be one of my greatest honors to cross the finish line as a proud U.S. Marine.” 
 Originally a Para-marine, Harvey was tasked with handling demolitions with 
the 5th Marine Division during its island-hopping campaign, which eventually landed 
them on the Japanese island of Iwo Jima in February 1945.   
 Despite heavy bombardment by American forces to soften the battleground 
for invasion, Harvey and his fellow Marines had to contend with some 21,000 Japa-
nese soldiers hidden in the network of  underground tunnels.   
 Harvey was injured by two grenades on the island and received the silver star 
for saving the life of a fellow Marine.      
 Accompanying Harvey on the 26-mile marathon will be Glenn Paige, a former 
anesthesiologist, Ambassador for the Navy Seal Foundation and U.S. Naval Academy 
blue & gold officer, and a mentor for prospective students.   
 Though Paige didn’t serve, his father retired a commander in the Navy, so he’s 
naturally drawn to veterans and service, he told the Marine Corps Times.  
 Paige first met Harvey, a former high school coach, at a country club in North 
Carolina four years ago when he traveled from Texas to visit a former athlete of his.  
Paige was celebrating his birthday and received a cake featuring the Marine Corps 
Marathon emblem, which symbolizes the scene of the flag raising at Iwo Jima. 
 “I said to my wife, I’ve never met an Iwo Jima Marine and there’s one sitting 
outside at our country club.  I can’t cut this cake.  I need to go and let him cut the cake 
and take the first piece,” Page told Marine Corps Times.     
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FROM THE DESK OF THE COMMANDANT 
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Good Morning Marines, 
 We had a great meeting in September, 
with 21 members in attendance.  Three new 
members were brought into the fold:        
Marines Mike Cherney,  Alan Schmeits, and 
Chad Spahr.  Our October meeting was also 
well attended with 20 present and we 
brought 3 more new members on board:  
Marines Rodney Cooper,  Andrew, Maceo and 
Geraldine Roberts.  Welcome to our detach-
ment!      
 Shared that the detachment voted 
unanimously to sponsor a new Young Marines unit located in Battle 
Ground, Washington with CO Alex Baran.  The community is excited 
about it and eagerly backing it.        
 The car wash fundraiser with the VVA and the Marine Cadets 
went well on October 3rd with volunteers John Stofiel, Ron Brandon 
and Lynn Bolte from the detachment.  
 Up-coming Events:  (that have not been cancelled)   

  
  Marine Corps Birthday celebrations 10 November 
   Brunch at Cascade Bar & Grill 0900-1200 
  Dinner at Smith-Reynolds American Legion Post 14 
     1700-whenever, dinner served at 1845 
 
Hope everyone is staying the course and remaining healthy.  We will 
preserve and eventually with the fight. 

  

 Semper Fi,   
                           Lynn Bolte, Commandant 
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Here’s how to make a face mask out of that Marine green skivvy shirt. 
By:  Shawn Snow, Marine Times 

 

Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s the     
Marine Breed 

Chesty Puller 

The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 

Marine Corps Combat Service Support Schools posted an image showing a 
no-sew skivvy shirt face mask.  (Marine Corps) 
 
If you saw the Defense Department memo directing service members to 
wear a face covering over COVID-19 concerns, fear not, you can make one 
out of your green skivvy shirt with no sewing skills required.    
                    
Marine Corps Combat Service Support Schools headquartered at Camp 
Johnson, North Carolina,  posted a short image tutorial showing Marines     
stationed aboard Camp Johnson how they can make a  skivvy shirt face mask. 
              
    MCCSSS posted this to Facebook 
  (I will continue to post this until we are no longer required to wear masks)  
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COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT, #826 

DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
American Legion Smith-Reynolds Post 14, 4607 NE St James Road, Vancouver, WA 98663 

Minutes of  Friday 16 October 2020 
 

OPENING CEREMONY  — 1838 Appropriate       
 

ORDER OF BUSINESS:   Recognized our Marine of the year    FMF Corpsman “Doc” Toby L. Clairmont joined 
     our detachment in March of 2019 and after a very brief moment of silence his high motivation and 
     love for Marines became apparent to all.  He immediately volunteered to participate in our  
     activities and “Volunteered” as our Judge Advocate. Shortly thereafter he noted that we  
     had an opening for a Chaplain and again volunteered to serve,  Thank you “Doc” 
  
APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP: Marines Rodney A. Cooper, Andrew J. Maceo and Geraldine A. Roberts each shared 
     about their time in the Corps then were escorted from the room by our Sgt at Arms.  A motion 
     was made to accept their applications, 2nd Rex Hopper, brief discussion and motion carried.  A 
     brief intermission was held to welcome them aboard.    
                         
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS:  Commandant:  Lynn Bolte;  SrVice Cmndn’t: Henry Lasch;  Abs;   JrVice Cmndn’t: Pete Thornton;  
     Judge Advocate:  Toby Clairmont, and Jr Past Cmndn’t:  Bill Hauser;  Abs.     We have a Quorum 
 
INTRODUCTION OF DIGINTARIES: Recognition of Current National Committee:  VAVS-Rex Hopper; Past & Current Department 
     Officers:  Boy Scout Liaison-Jim Renton; Past Dept. Cmndnt’s: John Stofiel, Rex Hopper and Jim 
     Renton; Past Det. Marines of the Year:  John Stofiel, Lynn Bolte, Rex Hopper, Jim Renton, John 
     Hudson, and Steve Slegers.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE/ACTION:  Adjutant noted massive amount of correspondence that was sent by our National HQ via our 
     Dept. Commandant.  I forwarded those emails to the membership and found that there was way 
     too much information which could cause overload so will screen out in the future so that  
     information that could be helpful locally.  Most of the information passed was from the Veterans 
     Administration from which the members who are online could retrieve on their own at their  
     websites.               
 
ADJUTANT/PAYMASTER’S REPORT: John Stofiel -  The minutes of the previous meeting was sent & posted on the website.   
     We currently have 77 members:  REG 28 + PLM 49—(1 ASSOC) = 76 PAID DIVIDED X 6  
     VOTING DELEGATES.  Of our 49 LM’s 34 are eligible for interest payment.  Read paymasters 
     report.  Motion to approve Rex Hopper, 2nd George LaFrazia, carried. 
 
CHAPLAIN’S REPORT:    none.  NOTE:  if you or you know of any of our members who are dealing with upcoming medical 
     procedures, being moved to assisted living centers, we are not able to bring support or assistance 
     if we are not knowledgeable of the situation.  Contact our Chaplain Toby Clairmont and let him 
     know.  Support comes in many forms i.e. prayer for our brothers/sisters and their families; Our 
     Veterans support funds are for our own also, where there is a need I am sure we can find a way 
     to have our members backs.  
 
REPORT OF OFFICERS:    None 
 
REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES: -Clark County Veterans Advisory Board:  Steve Slegers - We had a guest speaker from Permanent 
     Supporting housing program which provides housing for the homeless who are in extreme need 
     the program does support Veterans also.  The contract budgeting with supporting agencies to use 
     our funds for Veterans in need has not asked for increase in funding and are leaving it the same 
     for 2021.  Motion was made and seconded to approve the budget for 2021 and carried.  There 
     were no appeals of denied requests for assistance this month.  Election of Officers for the  
     Advisory Board will be held in Nov/Dec.  
 
     The Veterans Assistance Center is open daily 9am—1pm, providing breakfast and lunch and  
     delivering food boxes.  Other high needs include auto repair and housing assistance.  We have 
     served 40 veterans off the street in Sept and so far in Oct we are up to 20 served.  Stand Down 
     will be 9am-1pm, October 19-20, at River City Church, 2300 E Forth Plain.  We still need come 
     volunteers for some of the heavy work’  
 
Marine Corps Coordinating Council of  -John Stofiel - We meet 1100 Mon. 19 October. 
OR/WA (MCCC):    
 
Marine Corps Coordinating Council of  
OR/WA (MCCC):     John Stofiel - We meet 1100 Mon. 19 October. 
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Veterans Affairs Voluntary Services (VAVS): Rex Hopper - We had a WebEx virtual meeting which turned out to be a (^%^^&*^^)            
experimental session, not much accomplished but did learn how to facilitate the WebEx system.  As a sideline on our patient delivery carts, thought 
upgrades would have been all done this past week, did not happen.  Our volunteers have not been asked to return to their supportive duties yet.  The 
East Coast VAVS has been given the okay to go ahead with their volunteers.  National has given the okay to bring back our volunteers but our VAVS 
has chosen not to reinstate our volunteer program yet. 
 
Community Military Appreciation Committee (CMAC): Bill Hauser - Absent 
 
Lewis & Clark Young Marines:  John Hudson - We conducted a PFT, Recruit Graduation and promotion ceremony out in Washougal.  We 
brought 15 new YM’s into the program, promoted 2 PFC’s, and recognized our Honor Graduate: Promoted 1 SSgt, and 3 to Sergeant; We have virtu-
al training on Thursdays and Saturdays. 
 
Battle Ground Young Marines:  Alex Baran/George Pobi - They are in process of forming their unit and finding and seeking support elements.  
Alex Baran is the CO.  The Battleground community is on board with the new unit and very supportive. 
 
Cadet Marines of Washington:  MACEO - I am the new CO of our Marine Cadet Unit.  We currently have 25 cadets, 1 SgtMaj, 2 GySgt’s, 1/2 
Doz. Corporals; we recently helped out with the VVA car Wash; Sharing with the CO of the Lewis & Clark YM’s Devin Lewis and we are talking 
about getting together and developing some competition between the units and supporting the team concept.  We are up for community service that 
we can provide.  NOTE:  We are providing support in the kitchen for the detachment Marine Corps Birthday party on Tuesday the 10th of   
November. 
 
REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE: 
 
Marine of the year:  Chair: George Thornton; Secretary:  John Stofiel - No Report 
 
Awards Committee:  John Stofiel - Always accept nominations for recognition. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
RON BRANDON - Car Wash was a very positive outcome, the owners Mike & Erica Fox were pleased with the outcome of the fundraiser.  We 
brought in $1050.00 in 8 hours. I have 2 checks here for the Cadet Marines and the Columbia River Det. In the amount of $333.00.  The owners 
were so excited about this they would like to have a quarterly car wash fundraiser, the VVA opted not to accept this as the winter months would not 
be good for the car wash adventure but did discuss maybe one in March and perhaps 2 or 3 during the summer months.  We handed out over 900 
car wash tickets =$3.00 donation vs the $1.00 per car.  Of the 900 tickets we only received 40 tickets redeemed at the car wash $120.00 donated.  
Our cost for this was $45.00 or the printing which resulted  in a $75.00 Profit. This result was disappointing so I will be recommending that we drop 
that part of the program.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
1. George LaFrazia - One of our newest members is a member of the Patriot Guard and Ft. Vancouver AMVETS Post 6 would like to borrow our 

six rifles for use in providing funeral honors for Veterans.  Mike Cherney - Lately because of this COVID situation.  We have put in our request 
for rifles from the Army, but that process is a long shot and in the meantime we need to borrow some rifles to accomplish this.  Eddie Bogle - 
here at the post we have 12 rifles and ammunition to go with it, we only ask that the rifles are cleaned prior to returning them. 

2. John Stofiel -  Through the (“My health Vet Program) the VA has suspended billing for copayments for services until 2021 due to financial pres-
sures being placed on Veterans because of the COVID issue.  I was asked by another member if the detachment could help out with the pay-
ments once they were reinstated and I told him I would bring that up at our meeting.  I further investigated this issue with the VA and deter-
mined that the VA provides multiple options for the Veterans to make their copayments even to completely deleting same if they meet the  
requirements.  We have Veteran’ support funds in our coffers and we could provide support on a case by case request for support. 

 
GOOD OF THE LEAGUE/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
I spoke with Caroline Ruhmshottel this week and she is doing well.  As I shared at our last meeting, she was planning on remodeling Phil’s work shop 

and turn it into an Apartment rental to help with making her mortgage payment and she bumped into some ordinances that require upgrades 
that would not be affordable to accomplish. John Stofiel shared that Caroline was planning to come to our Corps Birthday party, however, she 
will be assisting her sister up in Alaska at that time. 

John Hudson – noted problem with Oregon falling behind in their unemployment payments to those who have become unemployed. I do not know of 
any Marine Veterans who are having issues with this but we should be aware that there is a problem with folks getting their much needed unem-
ployment compensation. Right now Oregon has some 78,000 back claims that they are trying to work through. 

David Ball – I have several MCL clothing items that can be shared with our members and will bring them to our next meeting. 
Jim Renton – I have yard debris that needs to be cleaned up and need some assist with that.  Marine Andrew Maceo shared that he would assist him 

with the Cadet Marines. 
 
CLOSING CEREMONY: Good to go… 
50-50 RAFFLE: $85. 00; winner: Lynn Bolte $45.00; Detachment $40.00; Lynn donated his winnings back to the detachment… oohrah! 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: (20) 
David Ball, Eddie Bogle, Lynn Bolte, Ron Brandon, Mike Cherney, Toby Clairmont, Rod Cooper, Rex Hopper, John Hudson, George LaFrazia, Dickson 
Lee, Andrew Maceo, Don Newell,  George Pobi, Geraldine Roberts, Steve Slegers, Al Schmeits, Chad Spahr, John Stofiel, Pete Thornton 
 
R/s  John Stofiel, Adj/Paymaster 
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“Your soul may belong to Jesus, but your ass belongs to the Marines.” 
-Eugene B. Sledge, with the Old Breed: at Peleliu and Okinawa 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Request from Sam Hang, President of OR-1 Chapter WMA… As some of you are aware some of our members and their 
family were near the fire and had to evacuate from their homes.  There are also many friends in the area who were impacted.  
Here's how we can help.  We are looking for donations and volunteers for when we are able to go into the towns.  I will send 
out further information about volunteer opportunities and what you can do to help.  Please contact me if you would like to 
volunteer!  Thank you for supporting our chapter in this!  For donations, please have people write checks out to OR1Lady 
Marine Rose Marygene Smith, 707 SE 208th Ave Gresham, OR, 97030.  Semper Fidelis, Sam Hang, PresidentOR-1 Lady Ma-
rine Rose Chapter WMA.  John Stofiel made a motion to donate $300.00 in support of the Fire Victims, 2nd Rex Hopper, 
discussion was brief and motion carried.                 
  

GOOD OF THE LEAGUE/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
1. Lewis and Clark Pound will be conducting their growl on Saturday 10 October @ NEW DOG HOUSE:  Kitchen Table 

Café– Evergreen Place, 705 NE 136th Ave, Ste 101, Vancouver, WA 98684.  Kibbles n Bits 0700-0800; NW Division Vice 
Chief and Pack Leader PDD Bonnie Holden will be there to advance two of our eligible PUPS to Devil Dog.  Rex Hopper 
shared that the new Dog House owner is concerned about our meeting there as Saturday is one of their busiest days and 
we need to be aware and not hang around following the Growl.       
  

2. Local M4L Rep Alex J “Thor” Runyan USMCR 410-703-5827  alexrunyan@comcast.net Network:  Vetwork PDX - 
https://www.vetworkpdx.com/ He will be being relieved of his duties in the near future and I will update all.   
   

3. Corps birthday balls will be limited by COVID-19:  CMC Gen David Berger Canceled his ball at the Hilton in Washington 
but shared that “This decision applies only to the Commandant’s birthday ball, Commanders throughout the Marine 
Corps have the ability to decide on their own birthday celebrations, within local guidelines and while following mitigation 
measures.  Marine Forces Reserve has cancelled all MC Balls.  SgtMaj of the Corps comments:  NOTE:  RS Portland has 
acquiesced to not having a formal Ball.  “The celebrations face new restrictions.  Despite the grandeur of the more formal 
occasions that we are used to, the only traditions that we must uphold as Marines are to hold a formation, conduct a 
cake cutting, recognize the oldest and youngest Marine, and to read General Lejeune’s Birthday Message.  The Detach-
ment will hold our Annual Birthday party on the evening of Tuesday 10 November more information to follow. 
               

CLOSING CEREMONY:  Appropriate. 
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Every Marine is, first and foremost, a rifleman.   All other conditions are secondary.    
A. M. Gray 
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Oldest Marine in the Marine Corps Marathon  
(continued from page 1) 

  

 Harvey gave Paige a copy of his book and the two became friends.  Paige said he and Harvey have spoken   
every week since they met.           
 Paige said he wanted to get Harvey to attend the 2019 marathon as a VIP, but due to travel issues he wasn’t 

able to make it.            
 Paige decided to take it a step further in 2020 and include Harvey as a marathoner.  He spoke with event or-
ganizers, who then connected him with Ainsley’s Angels, a Virginia-based nonprofit founded by former U.S. Marine 
Maj. Kin “Rooster” Rossiter and his wife Lori.         
 “What better way to celebrate his 97th birthday and his service and commemorate the 75th anniversary (of 
the Battle of Iwo Jima) than to have him run the marathon,” Paige said.      

 Also on Harvey’s marathon team is Marine Master Gunnery Sgt. Mike Lawrence and Chris Haley, a member 
of Team Gratitude, a Frogman Swim team Paige founded to raise money for the Navy Seal Foundation.  
 After the race, Harvey’s wheelchair will be donated in his honor to the Marine Corps Marathon for use by 

wounded Marines and special needs families participating in the race.      
 Harvey’s team set up a GoFundMe account to raise $5,000 for his racing chair, with any funds beyond that 
going to the National Museum of the Pacific War and the Admiral Nimitz Foundation, Paige said.  As of Friday, the 
campaign has raised just $4,525.          
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IF I CHARGE, FOLLOW ME - IF I RETREAT, KILL ME - IF I DIE,                                            
         REVENGE ME.           

-US MARINE CORPS- 

COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT #826,  
DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

Elks Lodge #823 11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.  Vancouver, WA  98683-5203  
 

 
 

Our next meeting of the Marine Corps League, Columbia River 
Detachment will be Friday December 18th 2020 at the  

American Legion, Smith-Reynolds Post 14,  
4607 NE St. James Road, Vancouver, WA 98663 

Dinner 1700 
Business Meeting - 1830 
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A MARINE CORPS HALLOWEEN 
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Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s the    
Marine Breed 

 

 

 Get Your Flu Shot! 
 

An annual flu vaccination is an important step to battle Influenza 
during the coronavirus pandemic. The VA has many options for you 
to receive a flu vaccine and also some new options for Veterans to 
get vaccinated for free at a local pharmacy or urgent care/walk-in 

care clinics near you! 
 

Veterans enrolled in VA health care may receive their flu shots,  
free-of-charge.  Please bring your Veteran's ID card with you. 

 

VA PORTLAND 
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM UPDATE  
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 Starting next month, veterans and 
Gold Star families will be able to visit     
national parks and other public lands for 
free,  under a new initiative from the    
Department of the Interior announced 
Wednesday.   
 Active-duty service members and 
their families are already granted free    
access to those sites under existing       
department rules.  The announcement 
broadens that benefit to more than 20 million more individuals in recognition of their    
service and sacrifice on behalf of the country.       
 In a statement, Interior Secretary David Bernhardt said the move gives all veterans 
“free access to the iconic and treasured lands they fought to protect.”  The policy goes into 
effect starting on Veterans Day, November 11th.       
 Bernhardt and other federal officials made the announcement during a ceremony at 
the Iowa Gold Star Museum, which focuses on the history of the state’s veterans and their 
families.             
 “Our veterans and Gold Star Families have made incredible sacrifices to defend our 

freedoms and our homeland,” Senator Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, said in a statement.  
“Ensuring that they are able to enjoy all of the natural wonders of the country that 
they’ve served is one small way of saying thank you.”     

 The policy includes admittance to well-known sites like Yellowstone National Park in 
Wyoming, Mount Rushmore in South Dakota, Grand Canyon National Park in Arizona and 
Shenandoah National Park in Virginia.         
 Interior officials did not provide cost estimates for the move, but said that the policy 
change will affect about 2,000 public locations across the country.  Fees for the sites can 
range from a few dollars per person to nearly $100 for some weekly and annual passes. 
    

Fees at national parks for Vets and Gold Star families starting 
next month 

By Leo Shane III, Military Times 

LEADERSHIP 
“They say “you can lead a horse to water, but you can’t make him drink.:“ 

In the Marine Corps, you can make that horse wish to hell he had. 
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 For generations of Americans, our country has 
been the world’s dominant military power.  How the US 
military fights, and the systems and weapons that it 
fights with, have been uncontested.  That old reality, 
however, is rapidly deteriorating .  American’s tradition-
al sources of power are eroding amid the emergence of 
new technologies and the growing military threat posed 
by rivals such as China.  America is at grave risk of los-
ing a future war.  As Christian Brose reveals in this ur-
gent wake-up call, the future will be defined by artificial  
intelligence, autonomous systems, and other emerging 
technologies that are revolutionizing global industries 
and are now poised to overturn the model of American 
defense.  This fascinating, if disturbing, book confronts 
the existential risks on the horizon, charting a way for 
America’s military to adapt and succeed with new think-
ing as well as new technology.  America must build a 

battle network of systems that enables people to rapidly understand threats, make deci-
sions, and take military actions, the process known as “the kill chain.”  Examining threats 
from China, Russia and elsewhere.  The Kill Shain offers hope and ultimately, insights on 
how America can apply advanced technologies to prevent war, deter aggression , and main-
tain peace.       
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The Kill Chain: Defending America in the Future of 
High-Tech Warfare 

By 
Christian Brose 
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Why Join the Marine Corps League and                          
Marine Corps League Auxiliary? 

 When you join 
and/or invite someone 
you know to join the 
Marine Corps League 
and the Marine Corps 
League Auxiliary, you do 
more than increase our 
ability to help America's 
Veterans and their 
families; you could be 
helping that new 
member live a longer, 
more fulfilling life.  
In recent years, U.S. 
populations have 

Sadly, research has 
found that 25 percent of 
Americans said they had 
no one to talk to about 
important matters and 
social isolation may 
increase a persons risk 
of early death  
The good news is that 
every Marine Corps 
League and Marine 
Corps League Auxiliary 
member has the 
opportunity to help ebb 
the loneliness epidemic! 
Most of our members 
take time to visit those 

Hospitals and Veterans 
homes. Our Veterans 
feel loved and 
appreciated when our 
members visit them and 
feel useful and 
connected.   Your 
involvement is key to 
the success of each one 
of our Detachments, 
Auxiliary Units and our 
Organization. It takes 
each and every one of 
us pulling together to 
get the important work 
done of serving our 
Veterans and their 

A Marine is a Marine.  I set that policy two weeks ago - there’s no such thing as a former Marine.  You’re a Marine, 
just in a different uniform and you’re in a different phase of your life.  But you’ll always be a Marine because you 
went to  Parris Island. San Diego or the hills of Quantico. There’s no such thing as a former Marine.  
      

General James F. Amos, 35th Commandant of the Marine Corps    

Michael C. Howard    10/05/1997 
Kurt J. Kurandt    10/05/1997 
John W. “Bill” Bailey   10/26/2003 

Marine Corps League Anniversaries for October 2020   
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
TBD            MCLA Meeting, TBA 

10 Nov Marine Corps Birthday Celebration, American Legion, Smith-Reynolds, Post 14 
20 Nov  Marine Corps League Business Mtg,  American Legion , Smith-Reynolds Post 14             

 
  

 
 

Andrew LaFrazia  10/2 
Louis Baste   10/7 
Wendy Baker   10/8 
John W. Allison   10/14 
Herbert Broussard  10/16 

PUBLISHER’S  
DISCLAMER  

NOTICE 
 

The Articles  
published in this  
medium are the  

expressed opinions of  
the authors and do  

not necessarily  
reflect the opinion of  
any US Govt. agency  

or private  
organization.  

RENEWAL TIME 

Membership Renewals  

$30.00 Annually  by 31 August  
 Life Membership Fee:  

 17-35 years       $ 500.00  

 36-50   $ 400.00  

 51-64   $ 300.00  

 65 +   $ 200.00  

Make check/money orders payable to;  

CRD-MCL mail to:  

 John Stofiel Paymaster CRD-MCL 

6204 Kansas Street 

Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 

PAST DETACHMENT  

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

John Stofiel 1997 – 1998 

1998 - 1999 

George LaFranzia 1999 – 2000 

2000 - 2001 

Lynn Bolte 2001 – 2002 

Phil Ruhmshottel 2002 – 2003 

George Pobi 2003 – 2004 

Rex Hopper 2004 – 2005 

Keith Fitch 2005 – 2006 

Bob Rector 2006 – 2007 

Mike Wilson 2007 – 2008 

Jim Renton 2008 – 2009 

Wendy Baker 2009 – 2010 

Lou Baste 2010 – 2011  

Roger Rueckert 2011 – 2012 

Bill Hauser 2012 – 2013 

George Zeleznik 2013 - 2014  

Florin Zeviar 2014 - 2015 

Lucian Baker 2015 - 2016 

John Hudson 2016 - 2017 

Steven Slegers  - 2017 - 2018 

Pete Thornton - 2018-2019 

DEPTMENT Of WASHINGTON 

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

FROM CRD #826 

John F. Stofiel  
Philip E. Ruhmshottel  

Rex Hopper                                        
 Jim Renton 

 Bill Hauser    

Some people spend an entire 
lifetime wondering if they  

really make a difference in the 
world.  But Marines don't have 

that problem. 

Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 

1985 

"Uncommon Valor"  

Refers to the victories in World War II, especially at Iwo Jima, the largest all-Marine battle 
in history. Admiral Nimitz's ringing epitome of Marine fighting on Iwo Jima was applied to 
the entire Marine Corps in World War II: "Uncommon valor was a common virtue."  

OCTOBER 2020 BIRTHDAYS WISHES 

Don’t you forget that you're Marines - First Marines!  Not all the communists in hell can overrun you! 
-Col. Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller, rallying his 1st Marines near Chosin Reservoir, Korea, December 1950 
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FREE TRAINING FOR VETERANS AND SPOUSES WITH NPower 

These days – for various reasons – we spend so much of our time on the internet. Now more than ever, we 
rely on the internet to catch up on news, shop, and even play virtual gaming.   

Now, Veterans and their families can be a part of shaping the online experience with free, virtual training and 
certification in technology and digital skills, offered by N-Power.  

The U.S. is the world’s largest technology market. With the fastest growing economic sector and many job 
opportunities in these areas, there’s never been a better time to gain the skills for a more secure future.      
N-Power’s free, virtual training and certifications are offered in tech fundamentals, cybersecurity, cloud    
computing, and coding. 

Navy Veteran Anthony Shaw used N-Power’s training and internship program to help lift    
himself from homelessness, and now is an IT Project Manager. “I absolutely love what I do, 
and am grateful for this opportunity [with N-Power].”  

What to expect   
Veterans and their spouses simply apply online for any of these training courses. They can then speak to 
an N-Power team member, attend a virtual information session to ask any questions, participate in a virtual 
interview, and start classes to launch their IT career.   

After 16 weeks of intensive hands-on technical and soft-skills training, students are placed in a 7-week 
paid internship with top corporations and nonprofits for on-the-job experience. Veterans and spouses can 
also benefit from N-Power’s mentoring, employment readiness workshops, and job placement assistance.  

Army Veteran Raymond R. also took a chance on being all he could be and, after training and 
interning through NPower, is now an Infrastructure Delivery Manager with a large company.  
“I can honestly say that the reason I’m here is because of the training and mentorship I re-
ceived from N-Power.”   
As an N-Power alumni, Veterans can access a growing network in technology, as well as advanced             
programs, professional workshops, panel events, and can even give back to the community as a guest lec-
turer, mentor, or N-Power ambassador.          

 

“They (Women Marines) don’t have a nickname, and they don’t need one.  
They get their basic training in a Marine atmosphere, at a Marine Post.  They  
  inherit the traditions of the Marines.  They are Marines.”  

   

Lieutenant General Thomas Holcomb, USMC 1943 
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Here’s what military retirees who are affected by new 
Tricare Select fees should do now. 

By: Karen Jowers, Military Times 

 Defense health officials are             
encouraging the hundreds of thousands of 
military  retirees who will have to start paying 
enrollment fees for their Tricare Select health 
care coverage as of Jan. 1 to take  action 
now to set up their payment process.  And if 
you do this before Nov. 20, you can avoid 
having to pay enrollment fees in advance.
     
 Starting Jan. 1, these retirees,       
generally working-age retirees under age 65, 
will pay $12.50 a month for individual       

coverage, or $150 annually.  Enrollment fees for those with families will be $25 a month, or 
$300 annually.  These fees were put into law in the Fiscal 20177 National Defense                 
Authorization Act, but delayed until January 2021.       
 There were 407,431 military retirees, and 7674,936 retiree family members in Tricare 
Select at the end of 2019, according to a DoD report.  It also applies to retirees in the Tricare 
Overseas Program Select.           
 The fees don’t apply to retirees in the Tricare for Life Program, nor does it affect Chapter 
61 retirees (receiving disability retirement) and their family members, and survivors of            
deceased active duty service members.  Active duty family members don’t pay Tricare Select    
enrollment fees.            
 Affected retirees definitely should set their payment up before November 20, said Mark 
Ellis, chief of policy and programs for the Tricare Health Plan.  That way you can avoid having 
to pay one or two months of premiums in advance.  Ellis, who is a retiree with Tricare Select 
coverage, said he recently made his call to set up his payment, “and it took all of about three 
minutes.”             
 Officials also encourage retirees to set up their payment before Open Season starts on 
November 9th, when the contractors will be busier.       
 Retirees should contact their regional Tricare contractor by phone or through their web-
site to set up their fee payment — by retired pay allotment, through electronic funds transfer, or 
debit or credit card.  Officials are encouraging retirees to pay for their Tricare Select coverage 
by military allotment if possible.  Using another form of payment such as a credit card, or elec-
tronic transfer of checking or savings account can sometimes result in problems — for           
example, when a card is lost or stolen, or a charge is not accepted for some other reason.         
 If the premium isn’t paid by Jan. 1, you could lose coverage.  Under federal law, “we 
don’t have legal authority to provide care of process claims” if the fees are not paid, he said. 
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 VA guarantees more than 1 million home loans in record year - The U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) announced today it achieved a record year in its home loan program, by guar-
anteeing more than 1.2 million home loans in fiscal year 2020, totaling more than $363 billion, to help 
Veterans afford homeownership.          
  

 VA dedicates Acadia National Cemetery in Maine - The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) today dedicated a new national cemetery in rural Jonesboro, Maine.      
     

 VA  Launches new electronic health record system in Pacific Northwest in mission to 
modernize care for Veterans - The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) began using its new 
electronic health record (HER) system Oct. 24 at selected VA facilities in the Pacific Northwest and 
Las Vegas, marking the beginning of a transformation in how VA delivers care to Veterans.  
  

 VA’s recognizes Compensated Work Therapy Vocational Rehabilitation Week - The U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced today it has awarded three contracts to provide 
Prime Vendor (PV) support to VA Medical Centers (VAMCs) and Other Government Agencies via 
VA’s new Medical/Surgical Prime Vendor (MSPV) 2.0 Program.      
                      

 Secretary Wilkie thanks President Trump for Making “(988  America’s New National  
Suicide Prevention Number– Department of Veterans Affairs Secretary Robert Wilkie released 
the following statement after President Trump signed the National Suicide Hotline Designation Act..  
       

 VA rolls out new patient-appointment tool, as part of electronic health record         
modernization transformation - The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) launched a new 
appointment scheduling tool Aug. 21 at the VA Central Ohio Healthcare System to make medical 
visits more efficient for care providers and Veterans        
  

 VA, Blue Star Families to support Veterans impacted by COVID-19 - The Federal Elec-
tronic Health Record Modernization (FEHRM) program office announced the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs (VA), Department of Defense (DOD) and Department of Homeland Security’s U.S. Coast 
Guard expanded their joint health information exchange (HIE) network with the private sector, Oct 
9th, after connecting with the Common Well Health Alliance.       

VA IN THE NEWS  
October 2020 

News Releases 

Any officer can get by on his Sergeants.   

In order to be a Sergeant you have to know your stuff.   

I’d rather be an outstanding Sergeant than just another officer. 

- SgtMaj Daniel Daly 1873-1937- 
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 Hell, these are Marines.  Men like them held Guadalcanal and took Iwo Jima.         
Bagdad ain’t Shit. 

Major General John F. Kelly 

Page 17 The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 

U.S. MARINE RECRUITERS TACKLE A NEW ADVERSARY 
ONLINE CLASSROOMS 

Cpl. Matthew Navarra, 9th Marine Corps District 

   Each year as school begins, the race to get into classrooms and lunchrooms starts. Marine recruit-
ers face a diverse set of challenges such as schools that are not military friendly, schedule conflicts and 
competition with the sister services. Marines always face those challenges head-on and accomplish the 
mission. This year is different though.  One of the most difficult challenges presented itself to Marine re-
cruiters across the nation: How do you perform a class talk when the students themselves aren’t physically 
in school? 

 Staff Sergeant Zachary Powers, staff-noncommissioned officer-in-charge of Recruiting Substation 
New Castle, Recruiting Station Indianapolis, and Staff Sgt. Levi Lanning, a recruiter also from RSS New 
Castle, decided to solve this problem. Powers and Lanning began researching and talking with the various 
schools within their area of responsibility to find out how to make virtual class talks a reality. 

 “We came up with the idea by brainstorming within the RSS and reaching out to the schools to see 
what could be done to get us in front of the students,” said Lanning “I believe it’s best to get a group’s 
opinion, bounce the ideas off the teachers and see if they can coordinate with your ideas as well for maxi-
mum efficiency.” 

 The process wasn’t simple; there are a lot of potential pitfalls where a virtual class talk can be 
stopped in its tracks. The first and most important thing that the Marines explained was the importance of 
communication between themselves and the schools participating. Besides the planning process taking a 
lot of coordination, there is also a risk of technical difficulties. 

 “We reached out about a month prior and the teacher coordinated with another teacher in order to 
facilitate the class talk via google classroom,” said Powers. “We actually ended up having multiple classes 
on at once.” 

 Their effort was fairly successful with both teachers and students being receptive to the talks. While 
the results were not as fruitful as a traditional class talk, both Powers and Lanning made the most out of 
their time in front of the students. 

 Engaging the students and keeping them interested was harder than normal, explained Powers. 
Considering the circumstances there was good participation and two students even requested more infor-
mation, one specifically asking about the $180,000 Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps Scholarship. 

 The importance of making the presentation personalized and interactive was evident. Online class-
room settings make it more difficult to convey emotion and energy, which makes it even more important to 
tailor the presentation to the audience. RSS New Castle plans to schedule more class talks and continue 
to refine the strategy of engaging with students in the online classroom. 

 “Digital class talks are the best option we have right now,” said Lanning. “Of course, being in per-
son is better but due to the tight restrictions the schools are maintaining on students and visitors, this is the 
next best thing.” 
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50/50 cotton/poly preshrunk jersey with stain resistant finish w/Embroidered Logo (name optional) 
 

The shirt embroidery is done by Excel Designs 6019 NE 109th Ave Vancouver, WA 98662 360 892 8465 

http://www.exceldesigns.com/ 

Prices are based on a minimum order of 5 shirts per order. Please make your check payable to 
CRD826MCLand Mail to Paymaster John Stofiel 6204 Kansas St Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 indicate by 
letter described below and if w/name indicate spelling of same on the for line of your check and the        

COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
ADOPTED SHIRT FOR WEAR AT FUNCTIONS OF  THE DETACHMENT 

JERZEES® - Spot Shield™ 5.6-Ounce Jersey Knit Sport Shirt. 437M 

WITH NAME   A B   C  D 

Shirt  Small thru XL is 12.99     2XL 16.45  3XL 18.83  4XL 21.25 

EGA 09.75 09.75 09.75 09.75 

Name (10 Characters) 07.50 07.50 07.50 07.50 

 30.24 33.70 36.08 38.50 

02.54 02.83 03.03 03.23 WA sales tax is .084 

TOTAL COST: 32.78 36.53 39.11 41.73 
WITHOUT NAME E F G H 

Shirt  
EGA 

Small thru XL is 12.99  
09.75 

2XL 16.45 
09.75  

3XL 18.83 
09.75  

4XL 21.25 
09.75 

 22.74 26.20 28.58 31.00 

WA sales tax is .084 01.91 02.20 02.40 02.60 

TOTAL COST: 24.65 28.40 30.98 33.60 
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NO ONE EVER DROWNED IN SWEAT 
USMC(UNKNOWN) 
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Charles W. Bailey 05/31 - 12/14  
Noah D. Baird 03/95 - 12/13  

Daniel P. Brennan 10/32 - 05/10  
Cedric Bruns 04/81 - 05/03 -  Kuwait  

Harry Callicote 05/31 - 12/04  
Donald H. Cheney  02/38-08/20 
Louis A. Claudio 09/47 - 01/15  
Jack N. Clark  07/39 - 06/19 

Lyle E. Cornwall 09/25 - 07/10  
Robert R. Costello 03/19 - 01/98  

Roger Dahl 07/17 - 08/10  
Jefferson E. Dean 06/25 - 12/11  
Robert E. Dean 07/23 - 03/14  

David W Dowdakin 03/25 - 04/16  
Theodore L. Dravis 08/32 - 05/17  

Adam Q. Emul 04-87 - 01/07 - Iraq  
Robert Fish 06/19 - 04/05  

TAPS  

Gone But Never Forgotten 
Updated: 03/29/2020 

Carnett L. Falconbury 2/28 - 10/18 
Kane M. Funke 06/84 - 08/04 – Iraq 

Fenton A. Grahnert 06/23 - 12/12  
Samuel P Grooms 07/39 - 08/17  
William J. Hendricks 2/42 - 6/18 
Walter J. Hicks 01/23 - 10/12  

William W. Hillgaertner  08/39 - 10/18 
Bernard H. Kendall  12/32 - 5/18 

Michael C. Leinweber 11/47 - 07/09  
Jack L. Lewis  04/25 - 02/10  

Charles J. Louviere  08/45 - 08/18 
Richard A. McKenzie Jr. 09/54 - 01/12 

Jerome Merrill 01/28 - 09/10  
Alan Miksch 10/51-11/01  

Gladyce Moeller 10/21- 08/12, 
Jeffrey A. Paullin 08/86 - 11/13  

Sherrill W. Parson 03/23 - 02/05  
Howard W. Pearson 03/12 - 03/96  

Jason D. Peto 01/79 - 12/10 - Afghanistan  
Lee A. Phillips  - 07/36 - 10/18 

Charles H. Quatier 01/36 - 12/08  
Harry Rea 06/46 - 01/12  

David G. Reis 06/75 - 11/04 - Iraq  
Philip Ruhmshottel 03/41 - 03/20  

       David E. Sailer 01/53 - 10/                   
Michael Scholl 05/85 - 11/06 - Iraq  

William Stofiel 04/21 - 12/98  
Robert D. Storey 10/28 - 07/95  
Blaine L. Turner 03/20 - 05/01  
Robert Vollmer 06/33 - 11/13  
Arlos Waters 03/20 - 02/09  
Fiorin Zeviar 01/37 - 01/14  

Richard Zoller 03/20 - 11/04  
 

 
Marines take pride in our heritage. Every Marine knows the Corps’ motto: Semper Fidelis, and we’re all 

quick to correct someone when they call us soldiers or sailors.  
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VA Launches new Electronic Health Record System 
 

In a landmark event for Veterans health care, VA rolled out its new electronic 
health record system October 24th at select medical facilities in the Pacific 
Northwest.  This technology will help create a better health care and patient 
experience for Veterans.  The HER will be implemented at facilities across the 
country over a 10-year period.  Veterans who receive care at facilities with 
the new  Electronic Health Record will also have access to a new patient   
portal.  
   
The first locations to get the new system in Washington State will be the 
Mann-Grandstaff  VA Medical Center in Spokane and its associated clinics.  



NAME, MEMBER NUMBER 
 STREET ADDRESS 

PLACE  
POSTAGE 

HERE 

This area contains only snippets of the vast history of our Corps & is not a complete listing of all events throughout our history for the Month 
“THIS MONTH IN MARINE CORPS HISTORY” 

We welcome all Marines and Navy Corpsman for community  
service, social interaction and camaraderie. We have      

members from all eras of service and lots of experience and 
community resources to share. Meetings are held at 7pm on the 

third Friday of each month at the American Legion, Smith-
Reynolds Post 14  

Dinner 1700, League Business Meeting 1800 
 

(4607 NE St. James Road,  Vancouver, WA 98663)  

            We’re on the Web at  

            https://www.mcleague-crd826.org 

Columbia River Detachment #826 
Department of Washington 

Marine Corps League 
American Legion, Smith-Reynolds Post 14 

4607 NE St. Johns Road 
Vancouver WA.  98663 

27 Oct 1805 The Secretary of the Navy directs the Commandant to send four officers and 74 enlisted Marines to New Orleans to re-
place a sickly force and defend against possible Spanish operations. 

24 Oct 1813 The Marine Barracks is established at Portsmouth Navy Yard, New Hampshire. 

13 Oct 1836 Marines and Sailors from Vandalia launch a boat expedition from Key West to Cape Florida and then up the Miami River in 
search of Seminole Indians, returning to the ship on 9 December without finding the Indians. 

7 Oct 1846 Frigate Savannah’s Marines reinforce sailors and a volunteer outfit under Gillespie.  The combined force captures San Pedro, 
California. 

18 Oct 1859 Marine Barracks 8th and I dispatches a company to put down an insurrection launched by John Brown at Harpers Ferry. 
West Virginia, in what was then Virginia.  The force is led by Army Colonel Robert E. Lee, then on leave in Arlington.  

25 Oct 1876 In commemoration of Marine service with the U.S. Army in the Mexican War, the Navy Department authorizes the Corps 
to adopt the motto, “Per Mare, Per Terran” (By Sea, By Land) 

3 Oct 1900 The Marines depart Peking and an Army force assumes the role of guarding the U.S. Legation. 

14 Oct 1901 A provisional battalion under Waller, composed of three companies from the 1st Regiment, and a company from the 2nd 
Regiment, arrives on the island of Samar in the Philippines.  Their mission is to deal with rebellious Moro natives              
that have massacred and Army infantry company. 

3 Oct 1918 The 4th Marine Brigade attacks and seizes the Blanc Mont ridge.  Corporal J.H. Pruitt and Private James J. Kelly later        
receive the Medal of Honor for separately destroying German Machine-gun Nests. 

26 Oct 1940 Volunteers already serving in the Corps report to Lakehurst to form the first class of trainees for eventual Marine        
parachute units. 

30 Oct 1943 Two companies of the 2nd Parachute Battalion attack and destroy a Japanese barge staging point on the coast. 

13 Oct 1944 VAC headquarters moves from the Marianas to Hawaii to begin planning for the Iwo Jima operation. 

18 Oct 1945 Marines guarding the rail lines to Peiping kill six Chinese Communist soldiers firing at their train. 

28 Oct 1965 Viet Cong attacks at Chu Lai and Marble Mountain (near Da Nang) result in a few sappers getting into the airbases and      
the destruction of two jets and 19 helicopters. 

11 Oct 1971 Marine Corps icon Lieutenant General Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller dies in Hampton, Virginia, at the age of 73. 

30 Oct 1979 About 200 armed leftists attack the U.S. Embassy in San Salvador.  The Marine security det. Holds them at bay                  


