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 The Corps is axing all of its tank battalions and cutting its 
grunt units. 

By:  Shawn Snow, Marine Times 

 Goodbye tank battalions 
and bridging companies, the 
Corps is making hefty cuts as the 
Marines plan to make a lighter 
and faster force to fight across 
the Pacific to confront a rising 
China.   
 As part of the Comman-
dant of the Marine Corps Gen. 
David Berger’s plan to redesign 
the force to confront China and 
other peer adversaries by 2030, 
the Marines are axing all three of 
its tank battalions, and chucking out all law enforcement battalions and bridging   
companies, according to a news release from Marine Corps Combat Development 
Command.         
 The Corps is also cutting the number of grunt battalions from 24 to 21,         
artillery cannon batteries from 21 to five and amphibious vehicle companies from six 
to four, according to the release.  Aviation is taking a hit too, with the Marines plan to 
cut back on MV-22 Osprey, attack and heavy lift squadrons.   
 The Marines also plan to reduce the number of primary authorized F-35B and 
F-35C fifth generation stealth fighters per squadron from 16 to 10, according to 
MCCDC.         
 The Corps says overall, it expects a reduction of 12,000 personnel across the 
force over the next 10 years.       
 It’s unknown how cuts to the number of grunt battalions will impact the 
Corps’ experimentation with the 12-Marine and 15-Marine rifle squad configuration.  
The 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit was the first Marine unit to deploy and             
experiment with a 15-Marine squad model.     
 But the Corps says it wants its future infantry smaller.  “Infantry battalions 
will be smaller to support naval expeditionary warfare” and designed to support a 
fighting concept known as Expeditionary Advanced Base Operations - which will see 
Marines decentralized and distributed across the Pacific on Islands or floating barge 
bases.          
 The changes, expected to take place over the course of the next 10 years, were 
first reported by the Wall Street Journal.      
 As the Corps divests of legacy equipment and units, the Marines say they plan 
to invest in long-range precision fires, reconnaissance and unmanned systems. 
 The Corps wants to double the number of unmanned squadrons and “austere 
lethal unmanned air and ground systems, enhancing our abilities to sense and strike,” 
MCCDC said in the release.  (Continued on page 3)    
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FROM THE DESK OF THE COMMANDANT 

Page 2 The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 

Greetings Marines, 
 

 Hope you are all doing the best as can be     
expected.  Seems the Coronavirus pandemic is over 
every source of news.  The world will get through 
this.  We need to have faith and work together to 
overcome this pandemic and get back to normal. 
 At our last meeting, a new member was 
brought on board, Brice Liksay, Welcome Brice!  
 In reports of the standing committees:   Marine 
Corps Coordinating Council rep John Stofiel gave a 
newsy report of the council.  Veterans Affairs Voluntary Services -  Rex Hop-
per reported that the shuttle drivers will not be providing shuttle service for 
vets until further notice because of the coronavirus.  That is very sad because 
the service is greatly appreciated by the disabled vets.    
 Please keep Caroline Ruhmshottel and her family in your thoughts and 
prayers as we all morn the loss of Phil.  He will be sorely missed.   
 It is great to have John Stofiel back home from the hospital and            
recuperating from pneumonia.  Get well! 
 I am asking that you all go out and recruit new members.  We have cards 
available with detachment meeting times and information.    
 Due to the virus, the date of our next meeting is pending. 
 
Stay safe, stay healthy! 
Semper Fi             
Lynn Bolte, Commandant          
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The Corps is axing all of its tank battalions and cutting grunt units.          
(Continued from page 1) 

 

Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s the     
Marine Breed 

Chesty Puller 

The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 

 “The Marine Corps is not optimized to meet the demands of the National Defense Strategy,” MCCDC said in the 
release.  “Our force design initiatives are designed to create and maintain a competitive edge against tireless and            
continuously changing peer adversaries.”          
 The Marine Corps says it wants a “300 percent increase in rocket artillery capacity” with anti-ship missiles.  The 
Corps is eyeing a remotely operated rocket artillery HIMARS launcher that uses the Joint Light Tactical Vehicle paired with 
the Naval Strike Missile to sink ships at sea.         
 Defense News reported the Navy requested $64 million for fiscal year 2021 for a program that pairs anti-ship   
missiles with existing vehicles known as the Ground-based Anti-ship Missile and Remotely Operated Ground Unit          
Expeditionary (ROGUE) Fires Vehicle.           
 Some grunt battalions will shift:  1st Battalion, 8th Marines will realign to 2nd Marines, and 2nd Battalion, 8th     
Marines will fall under 6th Marines, MCCDC detailed.  The Corps is also deactivating 8th Marine Regiment Headquarters 
Company and 3rd Battalion, 8th Marines.         

 A number of aviation and rotary wing squadrons are 
deactivating to include:  Marine Medium Tiltrotor squadron 264, 
Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 462, Marine Light Attack 
Helicopter Squadron 469, Marine Light Attack Helicopter   
Squadron 367 and Marine Wing Support Groups 27 and 37, 
MCCDC said in the release.    
 The corps is also canceling the activation of a rocket 
artillery or HIMARS unit known as 5th Battalion 10th Marines 
and folding the group and existing batteries under the 10th    
Marine Regiment.     
 The top Marine kicked off his force redesign initiative in 
the summer of 2019 to build a Corps capable of fighting and  
supporting the Navy in the Indo-Pacific area of operations and to 
confront rising peer adversaries across the globe.  
 “Moving forward, we will continue to judiciously      

evaluate, wargame, experiment, and refine our force design, improving service capabilities and lethality for deterrence,   
competition, and conflict,” MCCDC said in the release.      

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR LEAGUE AND DETACHMENT GATHERING’S 
(CONFIRMED WITH OUR ADJUTANT) 

 

WE ARE ON LOCKDOWN UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 
 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS HAS CANCELLED ALL MEETINGS, EVENTS AND 
GATHERINGS AT THIS TIME; DEPARTMENT CONVENTION IS A NO GO IN JUNE 

PER THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT BONNIE HOLDEN, AND THERE WILL BE 
NO DOG GROWLS OR DET. GATHERINGS EITHER 
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VA Secretary pledges public coronavirus response 
won’t compromise focus on veterans 

By Leo Shane III, Military Times 

 Even as Veterans Affairs staffers prepare to deploy outside their hospitals to 
help with the national response to the fast-spreading coronavirus, Secretary Robert 
Wilkie is promising that the department’s first focus will always be caring for veterans.
 “We don’t release any beds if veterans are needing them,” Wilkie said in an  
interview with Military Times on Thursday. “The veterans still are primary. We are a 
(health) bridge for the larger community, but that’s only after veterans are taken care of.”
          
 Wilkie’s comments come as White House officials are in discussion with senior 
VA leaders about the department’s fourth mission — to provide medical assistance and 
personnel to civilian health systems in the event of national emergencies.   
 That has been invoked in the past for natural disasters in localized areas, but not 

on the scale of the coronavirus pandemic, which has spread across the United States in the last two weeks from fewer than 1,0 00 
cases to now more than 54,000.          
 VA’s own number of coronavirus cases has jumped too, up nearly one-third from Wednesday to today. The department has 484 
patients who have tested positive, but outside advocates have said they believe the number is much higher.    
 Wilkie said he expects that number to continue to climb too.  
 But despite reports of shortages in personal protective equipment at various VA medical sites, Wilkie said he has confi-
dence the sprawling federal health care system has the resources to respond to the problem.    
 “We started preparing for this in February,” he said. “And what we’re able to do is move resources across the country 
(as needed).            
 “There are entire swaths of the country that have not yet been impacted by this, and certainly some veterans hospitals 
that have not been impacted. So I’m not going to keep 500 respirators in the middle of a state that has one veteran with the   
infection, when I can use that in Seattle or New Orleans or New York city.”  
 Wilkie said that flexibility will allow VA to get resources assigned to hard-hit areas, then move them out once the worst 
is over. Cancelling elective procedures across the health care system has also freed up thousands of hospital beds.  At least  75 VA 
staffers have tested positive for coronavirus, but the secretary insists that “we’re not putting any of our employees at unne cessary 
risk” during the pandemic response.  
 “They understand the medical mission better than anyone,” he said. “I sit down and go through every day with our medi-
cal people, every region in the country, and we’re constantly reviewing the status of our staffing. I hear from the network d irec-
tors on a daily basis and we’re asking them to tell us if they think something needs to be addressed.”  
 The secretary pushed back on news reports that the existing community care appointments are being curtailed, but 
acknowledged that many new requests for meetings with outside physicians could be delayed or denied because of health and saf e-
ty concerns in local communities. 
 He said those won’t involve cases of imminent need, and VA will continue to keep veterans safe.  
 One thing that will help with looming shortfalls — “there will be some gaps,” Wilkie acknowledged — is $19.6 billion in 
emergency funding expected to be approved by Congress later this week. The majority of that is direct care funding for VA med i-
cal centers and staffing, and about $3 billion is set aside for new telehealth services.      
 Wilkie said that money will be key, because VA is already discouraging veterans from traveling to department facilities 
unless absolutely necessary. The influx of new telehealth funding should dramatically broaden VA offerings in coming weeks, t o 
include more online mental health consultations and easier access to doctor’s appointments through home computers.  
 Calls to the department’s suicide hotline have increased about 12 percent in recent weeks, but Wilkie said most of that 
jump is  related more to depression than thoughts of self harm. 
 “We've had to act as an extra resource in the event that veterans feel they're not getting general information about what 
is going on around them from local authorities,” he said. “So we have answered a lot of questions about basic veterans care a nd 
grocery stores and things like that. And we try to answer those as best we can.”  
 But Wilkie said he is worried that mandated isolation and widespread panic over the coronavirus could cause complica-
tions for veterans already dealing with mental health issues. A year-long report on new suicide prevention work was set to be 
released by the end of this month, but the ongoing pandemic response has delayed that announcement.  
 For now, the secretary is asking veterans to stay calm, listen to local authorities on quarantine restrictions and reach out 
to the department if they have questions. 
 “We've sent out over 40 million individual communications — texts, emails, phone calls, letters — to veterans and also 
to families and caregivers across the country,” he said. “We’re keep them up to speed on the status of this crisis. We want t hem 
to protect themselves right now. 
 “If they feel bad, call us. We will act on that.”  
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“Your soul may belong to Jesus, but you ass belongs to the Marines.” 
-Eugene B. Sledge, with the Old Breed: at Peleliu and Okinawa 

Top Navy, Marine Corps Officials Provide COVID-19 Update 
March 26, 2020/By David Vergun, DOD NEWS 

 The Navy and Marine Corps are taking actions across the 
force to prevent the spread of COVID-19, containing outbreaks and 
recovering the force as quickly as possible, acting Navy Secretary 
Thomas B. Modly said.        
 Modly, Commandant of the Marine Corps General David H. 
Berger and SgtMaj of the Marine Corps Troy E. Black held a       
Pentagon news briefing today.     
  The sea services are also working to help American 
citizens, Modly said.  For instance, Marine Corps Air Station 

Miramar,      California, has set aside a quarantine location for citizens returning from areas affected by the 
coronavirus, he said.                                
 Currently there are 112 passengers from the Grand Princess cruise ship at Miramar, according to 
today’s Pentagon media fact sheet update.  The Navy’s two hospital ships are or will be underway, he said. 
 The USNS Comfort will likely set sail from Norfolk, Virginia, to New York City this weekend and 
arrive by the early part of next week, he said.        
 The USNS Mercy is scheduled to arrive in Los Angeles tomorrow (28 March), according to today’s 
Pentagon media fact sheet update.  The Navy’s two hospital ships 
are or will be underway shortly, he said.  The USNS Comfort will 
likely set sail from Norfolk, Virginia to New York City this week-
end and arrive by the early part of next week, he said. 
 Within the Navy, there are currently 104 sailors, 23    
civilians, 16 family members and 19 contractors who have tested 
positive for COVID-19, he said.    
 Several sailors who have tested positive are aboard the 
aircraft carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt, he said.  Those sailors 
are being flown off the ship to a Defense Department facility in 
Guam.  All who tested positive show relatively mild symptoms and are recovering.   
 The Roosevelt is en-route to Guam and testing aboard the ship is currently being conducted, he 
said.  None of the crew will be allowed to leave pier-side, he said.  Modly added that despite this the   
Roosevelt is operationally capable to do its mission if required.      
 Exercises have been scaled back or canceled, he said, including two in California at the Marine 
Corps Air Ground Combat Center and the Marine Corps Mountain Warfare training Center in Pickel 
Meadows.             
 The services are also practicing social distancing.  For instance, public graduation ceremonies at  
recruit training facilities have been canceled and recruiting is being conducted virtually instead of meeting 
face-to-face with prospects.           
 Berger said that although training has been scaled back, it hasn’t been halted because the            
Navy/Marine Corps team “is your force in readiness that has to be ready to respond.   
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    One day, you’ll get out of the Marine Corps; you’ll put your uniform up, but you’ll never not be a  Marine.    
John F. Kelly 

              
  

COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT #826,  
DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

Elks Lodge #823 11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.  Vancouver, WA  98683-5203  
 

 
 

THERE WILL BE NO MEETINGS SCHECULED    
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE BY DIRECTION OF THE COMMANDANT,       
DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, MARINE CORPS LEAGUE.    
 WE WILL NOTIFY ALL MEMBERS WHEN WE  RECEIVE THE  

 ALL CLEAR AND SCHEDULE OUR NEXT MEETINGS. 
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HUE 1968 
A Turning Point in the American War in Vietnam 

By:   Mark Bowden 

 It’s incredible today that someone can be a camera-toting  
tourist in Vietnam, where a war lasted 20 years, killed 3 million people 
(58,000 of them U.S. service members) and left scars across America 
that may never heal. Perhaps the single-most significant event of that 
long war was the 1968 Tet Offensive, a series of surprise attacks by 
Communist North Vietnamese forces to overthrow the U.S. backed 
South Vietnamese government.     
 The attacks came as U.S. officials were telling the public - 
growing  impatient that the war had slowed to a stalemate - that the 
end was in sight.  But while the Americans could claim a military     
victory, the public back home questioned official assurances and began 
doubting the war was winnable.  The anti-war movement gained  
prominence.        
 It’s these military and public-opinion tipped points that Mark      
Bowden examines in his meticulously analytical and multi-perspective 
book Hue 1968: A Turning Point of the American War in Vietnam.
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MARINE CORPS LEAGUE AUXILIARY 
COLUMBIA RIVER UNIT 
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  “Beneficiaries should avoid any solicitation re-
garding a COVID-19 test kit by anyone other than 
their attending physician,” according to the release..  
 The scam involves direct calls to beneficiaries 
with an offer to ship or sell COVID-19 test kits.  The 
calls include requests for personal information such as 
Social Security numbers, bank or credit card infor-
mation.  Any unsolicited attempt to sell or send a 
COVID-19 test kit should be immediately reported to 

www.tricare.mil/ContactUs.          
 If you are a Tricare beneficiary and feel you may have symptoms of COVID-19, have 
been in close contact with a person sick with COVID-19, or traveled to an area with wide-
spread or ongoing community spread of COVID-19, do not make an appointment or walk 
into their local military hospital or clinic.  Instead, remain home and contact your medical 
provider,  You will be assessed and screened for potential or suspected exposure, and if nec-
essary, an appointment with a physician will be arranged.  Legitimate COVID-19 tests will be 
ordered by a physician after the assessment and screening.     
 Recently, the Food and Drug Administration and the Federal Trade Commission issued 
a joint statement warning seven companies against attempting to sell fraudulent products 
that claim to prevent or treat COVID-19.  While there may be no connection to scam testing 
kit calls, beneficiaries should be on alert for any unsolicited outreach involving claimed 
COVID-19 treatments.          
 Beneficiaries are reminded if they are called by anyone other than their attending   
physician, they should not provide any personal health or financial related information.   
Guidance for TRICARE beneficiaries related to COVID-19 can be found by visiting -            
TrIcare.mil/Coronavirus.mil.          
  As of Wednesday, the most recently available figures show that DoD-affiliated 
COVID-19 cases total 435, including 227 service members, 81 civilians, 67 dependents and 40 
contractors, 22 of whom are hospitalized.  The numbers include one death, of a Crystal City, 
based contractor on Saturday.  Stay Safe, Stay Well.      
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Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s the    
Marine Breed 

Chesty Puller 

Scammers are using the promise of phony COVID-19 test 
kits to get Tricare recipient personal private information 

By:  Howard Altman, Military Times 
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"Uncommon Valor"  

Refers to the victories in World War II, especially at Iwo Jima, the largest all-Marine battle 
in history. Admiral Nimitz's ringing epitome of Marine fighting on Iwo Jima was applied to 
the entire Marine Corps in World War II: "Uncommon valor was a common virtue."  

Why Join the Marine Corps League and Marine Corps 
League Auxiliary? 

 When you join and/or 
invite someone you know to 
join the Marine Corps League 
and the Marine Corps League 
Auxiliary, you do more than 
increase our ability to help 
America's Veterans and their 
families; you could be helping 
that new member live a longer, 
more fulfilling life.  
In recent years, U.S. 
populations have become more 
solitary, and more than a 
quarter of U.S. households are 
made up of  people living by 
themselves.  

Sadly, research has found 
that 25 percent of Americans 
said they had no one to talk 
to about important matters 
and social isolation may 
increase a persons risk of 
early death  
The good news is that every 
Marine Corps League and Marine 
Corps League Auxiliary member 
has the opportunity to help ebb 
the loneliness epidemic! Most of 
our members take time to visit 
those veterans at VA  

Hospitals and Veterans homes. 
Our Veterans feel loved and 
appreciated when our 
members visit them and feel 
useful and connected.   Your 
involvement is key to the 
success of each one of our 
Detachments, Auxiliary Units 
and our Organization. It takes 
each and every one of us 
pulling together to get the 
important work done of 
serving our Veterans and their 
families, our communities, and 
our country.  

Herbert Broussard    03/26/2017 

Donald H. Cheney    03/01/2005 

Ruth A. Falconbury    03/01/2004 

Keith D. Fitch     03/05/1997 

George A. Lafrazia    03/05/1994 

John A. Murphy    03/02/2003 

Charles G. Solomon    03/01/2005 

Marine Corps League Anniversaries for March 2020   

  



 

9 

 

Page 9 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
TBD MCLA Meeting, 11AM, Lisa’s Country Kitchen 
TBD Marine Corps League Business Meeting, Elks Lodge                                                                                                                                
TBD Devil Dogs Growl, Mill Creek Pub, Battleground                 

 

  

Rex E. Hopper    03/04/1935 

Charles A. Leidy   03/04/1947 

Raul Davila    03/12/1931 

James E. Hogan   03/12/1963 

G.L. “Jerry” Kelly   03/16/1946 

Mike B. Pettet    03/17/1957 

James O. Moen    03/28/1951 

PUBLISHER’S  
DISCLAMER  

NOTICE 
 

The Articles  
published in this  
medium are the  

expressed opinions of  
the authors and do  

not necessarily  
reflect the opinion of  
any US Govt. agency  

or private  
organization.  

RENEWAL TIME 

Membership Renewals  

$30.00 Annually  by 31 August  
 Life Membership Fee:  

 17-35 years       $ 500.00  

 36-50   $ 400.00  

 51-64   $ 300.00  

 65 +   $ 200.00  

Make check/money orders payable to;  

CRD-MCL mail to:  

 John Stofiel Paymaster CRD-MCL 

6204 Kansas Street 

Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 

PAST DETACHMENT  

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

John Stofiel 1997 – 1998 

1998 - 1999 

George LaFranzia 1999 – 2000 

2000 - 2001 

Lynn Bolte 2001 – 2002 

Phil Ruhmshottel 2002 – 2003 

George Pobi 2003 – 2004 

Rex Hopper 2004 – 2005 

Keith Fitch 2005 – 2006 

Bob Rector 2006 – 2007 

Mike Wilson 2007 – 2008 

Jim Renton 2008 – 2009 

Wendy Baker 2009 – 2010 

Lou Baste 2010 – 2011  

Roger Rueckert 2011 – 2012 

Bill Hauser 2012 – 2013 

George Zeleznik 2013 - 2014  

Florin Zeviar 2014 - 2015 

Lucian Baker 2015 - 2016 

John Hudson 2016 - 2017 

Steven Slegers  - 2017 - 2018 

Pete Thornton - 2018-2019 

DEPTMENT Of WASHINGTON 

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

FROM CRD #826 

John F. Stofiel  
Philip E. Ruhmshottel  

Rex Hopper                                        
 Jim Renton 

 Bill Hauser    

Some people spend an entire 
lifetime wondering if they  

really make a difference in the 
world.  But Marines don't have 

that problem. 

Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 

1985 

A Marine is a Marine.  I set that policy two weeks ago - there’s no such 
thing as a former Marine.  You’re a Marine, just in a different uniform and 
you’re in a different phase of your life.  But you’ll always be a Marine   
because you went to  Parris Island. San Diego or the hills of Quantico. 
There’s no such thing as a former Marine.      
                                 

          General James F. Amos,  

35th Commandant of the Marine Corps    

March 2020 BIRTHDAYS WISHES 

Don’t you forget that you're Marines - First Marines!  Not all the communists in hell can overrun you! 
-Col. Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller, rallying his 1st Marines near Chosin Reservoir, Korea, December 1950 
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 Veterans’ GI Bill benefits to continue during COVID-19 pandemic - President Trump signed into law 
S-3505., March 21, which will enable the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to continue providing 
the same level of education benefits to students haveng to take courses online due to the          
coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.         
    

 VA publishes proposed regulations to improve the Program of Comprehensive Assistance for Family 
Caregivers - The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)  published a proposed rule in the Federal 
Register March 6 that will improve and standardize VA’s Program of Comprehensive Assistance for 
Family Caregivers (PCADC) and ensure the program regulations reflect changes required by the VA 
MISSION Act of 2018.           
  

 VA intends to suspend enrollment of new GI Bill students at University of Phoenix, Career Education 
Corporation, Bellevue University and Temple University. - The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA), acting within its required approval authority under the law limiting certain advertising, sales, 
and enrollment practices, notified the University of Phoenix, Career Education Corporation 
(Colorado Technical University, American InterContinental University), Bellevue University and 
Temple University, of the agency’s intent to disapprove the enrollment of new GI Bill Students at 
these institutions.            
  

 VA’s judge employment peaks, as department continues record breaking appeals progress - The U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs’ (VA) Board of Veterans’ Appeals (Board) hired seven new Veterans 
Law Judges (VLJs) effective March 1, to help the Board continue its record-breaking progress        
adjudicating Veterans appeals.          
  

 VA national cemeteries to adjust operations in response to COVID-19 - All U.S. Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) national cemeteries are open and will continue to provide interments for Veterans 
and eligible individuals.  However, effective March 23 - as part of the agency’s response to the coro-
navirus (COVID-19) - committal services and the rendering of military funeral honors will be        
discontinued until further notice           
  

 The Director of the Department of Veterans Affairs reminds every Veteran and family member to 
follow the CDC guidelines to help you not becoming infected with the Coronavirus (COVID-19).  
Stay safe, stay well.           

VA IN THE NEWS  
mARCH 2020 

News Releases 

Any officer can get by on his Sergeants.   

In order to be a Sergeant you have to know your stuff.   

I’d rather be an outstanding Sergeant than just another officer. 

- SgtMaj Daniel Daly 1873-1937- 
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 Hell, these are Marines.  Men like them held Guadalcanal and took Iwo Jima.         
Bagdad ain’t Shit. 

Major General John F. Kelly 
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Marine Corps Recruiting Offices stay open during pandemic despite 
other branches closing. 

By: Shawn Snow, Marine Corps Times 

 The Marine Corps is leaving recruiting offices open 
and conducting in-person interviews with potential Marines, 
even as Army efforts move online and recruiters voice   
safety concerns tied to the coronavirus pandemic.   
 While the Associated Press reported that the Army 
has shuttered its recruiting stations and moved to virtual 
recruiting, the Corps is still keeping its doors open to future 
recruits - even in states with stay-at-home or shelter-in-
place orders as COVID-19 continues to rapidly spread 
across the U.S.      
 Gunnery Sergeant Justin Kronenberg, a spokesman 
for Marine Corps Recruiting Command told Marine Corps Times in an emailed statement, that none of 
the Corps’ recruiting stations have completely shuttered.       
 But Kronenberg said Marine Recruiters are taking extra precautions to safe guard service members 
and the public from COVID-19 to incoude screening applicants scheduled to ship to boot camp who have 
“heightened risk factors” for exposure to the virus, while also screening for basic COVID-19 symptoms.
 The Marine Corps Recruiting Command remains steadfast in its mission to find quality men and 
women to serve as Marines, and during this national emergency, directed specific steps be taken by re-
cruiting personnel as they interact with prospective applicants,” Kronenberg said in an emailed statement.
 But a Marine recruiter from Michigan, who spoke to Marine Corps Times on condition of anonymi-
ty, says the Corps is not doing enough to safeguard service members and family.  He said the Marines are 
creating unnecessary risk by keeping the doors open to recruiting stations with stay-at-home orders from 
the governor’s office.            
 Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer signed an executive order Monday ordering the state’s residents 
to stay at home as COVID-19 continues to rampage in the state.  The order directed  all Michigan busi-
nesses to “suspend in-person operations that are not necessary to sustain or protect life,” according to a 
news release.             
 “Since this disease and the public’s response is affecting different areas of the country in different 
ways, commanders have been given broad authority to implement any addidional local controls they deem 
necessary to protect their Marines, poolees, families and communities,” Kronenberg explained.  
 He declined to comment on allegations by the Marine Recruiter.     
 The shelter-in-place and stay-at-home orders across the country are also adding additional hurdles 
to recruiting efforts and limiting assess to potential recruits.      
 Marines across the country have expressed concern their commands are not taking COVID-19 se-
riously—jeopardizing service members and the citizens they swore to protect.  The Corps has thundered 
on with training, as other services have implemented stricter guidelines to stem the spread of the virus. 
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50/50 cotton/poly preshrunk jersey with stain resistant finish w/Embroidered Logo (name optional) 
 

The shirt embroidery is done by Excel Designs 6019 NE 109th Ave Vancouver, WA 98662 360 892 8465 

http://www.exceldesigns.com/ 

Prices are based on a minimum order of 5 shirts per order. Please make your check payable to 
CRD826MCLand Mail to Paymaster John Stofiel 6204 Kansas St Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 indicate by 
letter described below and if w/name indicate spelling of same on the for line of your check and the        

COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
ADOPTED SHIRT FOR WEAR AT FUNCTIONS OF  THE DETACHMENT 

JERZEES® - Spot Shield™ 5.6-Ounce Jersey Knit Sport Shirt. 437M 

WITH NAME   A B   C  D 

Shirt  Small thru XL is 12.99     2XL 16.45  3XL 18.83  4XL 21.25 

EGA 09.75 09.75 09.75 09.75 

Name (10 Characters) 07.50 07.50 07.50 07.50 

 30.24 33.70 36.08 38.50 

02.54 02.83 03.03 03.23 WA sales tax is .084 

TOTAL COST: 32.78 36.53 39.11 41.73 
WITHOUT NAME E F G H 

Shirt  
EGA 

Small thru XL is 12.99  
09.75 

2XL 16.45 
09.75  

3XL 18.83 
09.75  

4XL 21.25 
09.75 

 22.74 26.20 28.58 31.00 

WA sales tax is .084 01.91 02.20 02.40 02.60 

TOTAL COST: 24.65 28.40 30.98 33.60 
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Charles W. Bailey 05/31 - 12/14  
Noah D. Baird 03/95 - 12/13  

Daniel P. Brennan 10/32 - 05/10  
Cedric Bruns 04/81 - 05/03 -  Kuwait  

Harry Callicote 05/31 - 12/04  
Louis A. Claudio 09/47 - 01/15  
Lyle E. Cornwall 09/25 - 07/10  

Robert R. Costello 03/19 - 01/98  
Roger Dahl 07/17 - 08/10  

Jefferson E. Dean 06/25 - 12/11  
Robert E. Dean 07/23 - 03/14  

David W Dowdakin 03/25 - 04/16  
Theodore L. Dravis 08/32 - 05/17  

Adam Q. Emul 04-87 - 01/07 - Iraq  
Robert Fish 06/19 - 04/05  

Carnett L. Falconbury 2/28 - 10/18 
Robert Fish  06/19 - 04/05 

TAPS  

Gone But Never Forgotten 
Updated: 03/29/2020 

Kane M. Funke 06/84 - 08/04 – Iraq 
Fenton A. Grahnert 06/23 - 12/12  
Samuel P Grooms 07/39 - 08/17  
William J. Hendricks 2/42 - 6/18 
Walter J. Hicks 01/23 - 10/12  

William W. Hillgaertner  08/39 - 10/18 
Bernard H. Kendall  12/32 - 5/18 

Michael C. Leinweber 11/47 - 07/09  
Jack L. Lewis  04/25 - 02/10  

Charles J. Louviere  08/45 - 08/18 
Richard A. McKenzie Jr. 09/54 - 01/12 

Jerome Merrill 01/28 - 09/10  
Alan Miksch 10/51-11/01  

Gladyce Moeller 10/21- 08/12, 
Jeffrey A. Paullin 08/86 - 11/13  

Sherrill W. Parson 03/23 - 02/05  
Howard W. Pearson 03/12 - 03/96  

Jason D. Peto 01/79 - 12/10 - Afghanistan  
Lee A. Phillips  - 07/36 - 10/18 

Charles H. Quatier 01/36 - 12/08  
Harry Rea 06/46 - 01/12  

David G. Reis 06/75 - 11/04 - Iraq  
Philip Ruhmshottel 03/41 - 03/20  

       David E. Sailer 01/53 - 10/                   
Michael Scholl 05/85 - 11/06 - Iraq  

William Stofiel 04/21 - 12/98  
Robert D. Storey 10/28 - 07/95  
Blaine L. Turner 03/20 - 05/01  
Robert Vollmer 06/33 - 11/13  
Arlos Waters 03/20 - 02/09  
Fiorin Zeviar 01/37 - 01/14  

Richard Zoller 03/20 - 11/04  
 

 Marines take pride in our heritage. Every Marine knows the Corps’ motto: Semper Fidelis, and we’re all 
quick to correct someone when they call us soldiers or sailors.  

Page 13 The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 



NAME, MEMBER NUMBER 
 STREET ADDRESS 

    CITY, STATE, ZIP  

PLACE  
POSTAGE 

HERE 

This area contains only snippets of the vast history of our Corps & is not a complete listing of all events throughout our history for the Month 
“THIS MONTH IN MARINE CORPS HISTORY” 

We welcome all Marines and Navy Corpsman for community  
service, social interaction and camaraderie. We have      

members from all eras of service and lots of experience and 
community resources to share. Meetings are held at 7pm on the 
second Thursday of each month at the Vancouver Elk's Lodge 

upstairs meeting room.  
 

(11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.,  Vancouver, WA 98683)  

Semper Fidelis!  

            We’re on the Web at  

            https://www.mcleague-crd826.org 

Columbia River Detachment #826 
Department of Washington 

Marine Corps League 
15509 SE Mill Plain Blvd., #8 

Vancouver, Washington 98684-4644 

2 March 1867 Jacob Zeilin, Colonel Commandant of the Marine Corps from 30 June 1864, was on this date promoted to the rank of  
Brigadier General Commandant, the first time Congress authorized this rank for the Marine Corps.  The statute, however 
was repealed in June 1974 so the rank of Commandant would again revert to Colonel upon Zeilin’s retirement 

8 March 1965 The 9th Marine Expeditionary Brigade landed at DaNang, Republic of Vietnam as the first U.S. ground combat             
troops to be committed to that conflict. The 3,500 men arrived both across the beach with Battalion Landing               
Team 3/9, and at Danang Airfield with Battalion Landing Team 1/3.  

11 March 1778 Marines participated the action when the Continental Navy frigate BOSTON, enroute to France, sighted, engaged, and  
captured the British merchant ship MARTHA. As the drum of the BOSTON beat to arms, John Adams seized a musket   
and joined the Marines on deck until the frigate's captain, Samuel Tucker, sent him below for safety.  

13 March 1943 The first group of 71 Women Marine officer candidates arrived at the U.S. Midshipmen School (Women's Reserve) at Mount 
Holyoke College in South Hadley, Massachusetts. The Navy's willingness to share training facilities enabled the Marine Corps 
to begin training Marine Corps Women's Reserve officers just one month after the creation of the MCWR was announced.  

17 March 1967  The first woman Marine to report to Vietnam for duty, Master Sergeant Barbara J. Dulinsky, began her 18-hour flight to  
Bien Hoa, 30 miles north of Saigon. MSgt Dulinsky and the other officer and enlisted Women Marines that followed       
were assigned to the Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACV) based in Saigon. Most worked with the                 
Marine Corps Personnel Section providing administrative support to Marines assigned as far north as the DMZ,                      
but two Lieutenant Colonels, Ruth Reinholz and Ruth O'Holleran, served as historians with the Military History         
Branch, Secretary Joint Staff, MACV.  

25 March 1945  After 35 days of bitter fighting, the amphibious assault on the rocky fortress of Iwo Jima finally appeared                  over. 
On the night of 25 March, however, a 300-man Japanese force launched a vicious final counterattack in the         vicinity of 
Airfield Number 2. Army pilots, Seabees and Marines of the 5th Pioneer Battalion and 28th Marines fought                        
the fanatical Japanese force till morning but suffered heavy casualties --more than l00 killed and                                            
another 200 American wounded. Nearly all of the Japanese force was killed in the battle.  

27 March 1953  The 5th Marines, supported by the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines, in the first full day of fighting                                                                            
after the Chinese assault the previous evening of Outpost Vegas on Korea's western front,                                                     
counterattacked to regain enemy-held positions. Companies E and F of 2/7, down to only three                                                     
platoons between them, managed to regain partial control of Outpost Vegas that day.  

31 March 1801  On this date, LtCol Commandant William W. Burrows rode with President Thomas Jefferson                                                                                                                                                                       
to look for "a proper place to fix the Marine Barracks on." President Jefferson was a personal friend of the Commandant, 
and deeply interested in the welfare of the Corps and accompanied Burrows on horseback on the morning of 31 March. 
They chose a square in Southeast Washington, bounded by 8th and 9th Streets, and I Street, because it lay near the Navy 
Yard and was within easy marching distance of the Capitol.  


