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Statues lowered into ocean for Veterans Underwater Dive 
Memorial 

By: Diana Stancy Correll, Military Times 

 A dozen life size statues are now in 
the Gulf of Mexico as part of an underwater 
dive memorial  dedicated to U.S.  veterans. 
 The memorial, known as the “Circle 
of Heroes” and touted as the first of its kind 
by its creators, will   feature 24 concrete   
statues of service members in total and rep-

resent the Air Force, the Army, the Navy, and the Coast Guard.  
 The statues are anchored by 2,000 pound bases 40 feet below the sur-
face about 10 miles off the coast of Dunedin Beach in Florida.  They are part 
of a 100 =-foot circle facing a pentagon-shaped monument honoring the ser-
vices with bronze emblems on its five sides.                              
 Former Congressman David Jolly, R-Fla,. led efforts to raise funds for 
the project through his nonprofit organization.  Brighter Future Florida.  Jolly 
was inspired to assist the project because of his uncle’s vision for the         
memorial, according to Florida Politics.     
 “(I) just wanted something that was going to be permanent and also 
wanted something that was going to honor our veterans in a unique and     
different way,”  Scuba diving instructor and oceanographer Heyward 
Mathews, Jolly’s uncle. Told the Military Times in June.   
 The memorial is also intended to help veterans struggling with PTSD,  
depression and trauma.  John David White, director of the non-profit Bright-
er Future Florida, said a veteran-focused nonprofit is expected to lead a 
group of amputees to view the memorial.     
 “It’s a dive destination - yes,”  White told the Military Times in June.  
“But it’s also going to give back to the veterans that may be able to benefit 
from it.”        
 Those who visit the monument can either scuba dive below the water, 
or can snorkel to view the monument from above.  A ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny and dedication for the monument are slated for next month.  

NW Battle Buddies will be our 
guest at the August Business 
Meeting  Please Attend this 

Presentation.  

See Page 6 
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 Greetings Marines!  We had a great   
turnout at our last meeting, conducting a lot 
of business; swearing in 2 new members;  Bob 
Pratt and Paul Haber.  Both had interesting 
details of their 20+ years in our beloved 
Corps.  Welcome aboard!    
 Heroes Night at Costco went well,   
handing out lots of information.   There are 7      
potential new members.    
 We voted to donate $500 to the Marine 
Corps League Auxiliary who assisted the vet-
erans at the VA Hospital.  We also voted to     
donate $500 to Battle Buddies of Vancouver 
who provide support dogs for veterans. 
 Good information was shared by Toby Clairmont about the League 
possibly meeting in Battle Ground.  He will be looking into it further for 
us.                                                                                                                      
               Upcoming events:                                                                               
Next MCL Meeting        8 August       
National MCL Convention in Billings, Montana  4-10 August         
Patriots Day, Vancouver City Hall     11 Sept, 0900  
Veterans Expo and Stand Down     28 Sept, 09-
1400  @ Vancouver VA Hospital        
                                                
Here’s hoping each and everyone of you are having a good summer in the Great Northwest! 

      Semper Fi, 
      Lynn Bolte 
      Commandant 
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Marines take pride in our heritage.  

Every Marine knows the Corps’ motto:  Semper Fidelis,  

and we’re all quick to correct someone when they call us soldiers or sailors.  

OPENING CEREMONY: 1900 Appropriate. 

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: All present. 

QUORUM OF OFFICERS: Yes 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP: Given the Oath: Welcome aboard to Marines Robert Pla  and Paul  Haber. 

CORRESPONDENCE: Adjutant John Stofiel – Received Na onal Roster and PLM rosters. Have audited same and 
will be forwarding adjustments back to Na onal next week. 

ADJ/PAYMASTERS REPORT: John Stofiel – 6-9 June I a ended the Dept. Conven on and had a great me,  
a endance was low due to many saving $ for the Nat’l Conven on in Billings I a ended the Commandant’s Council 
on behalf of our Cmndn’t All that was presented and discussed were already being accomplished by our detach-
ment Adj/Paymaster. On new item was brought to the table and that concerned the support of assis ng with ex-
penses for the Dept. Cmndn’t to a end the Na onal Conven ons a er a lengthy discussion it was decided to ask 
the  Detachments support through a 25% Det/25% Det Winner/50% raffle at their det. mee ngs. (John Stofiel 
move to support this raffle idea, 2nd, carried); We had 29 par cipants at our Devil Dog Picnic on 15 June and want 
all to know our hosts Lynn & Jeane e did an excellent job which was very much appreciated had a great me; 
A ended the  OR-1 Lady Marines Chapter Strawberry Fes val good food and excellent camaraderie. Made a brief 
showing at the COSTCO Heroes night, excellent venue and our Leaders stood tall. We currently have Members: 71 
– 2 (1-Assoc & 1 Honorary) = 69 Div X 15 = 4.60 = 5 Vo ng delegates @ Dept. & Nat’l); Read financial report. Mo-

on to approve by Rex Hopper, 2nd Pete Thornton; any member who desires a hardcopy of the report please con-
tact the paymaster. 

SICK AND /OR IN DISTRESS: 
Lynn Bolte – I spoke with Phil Ruhmsho el and he is at home and okay but s ll unsure about his walking abili es. 
Jim Renton is home now and recovering from his recent health issues. John Stofiel – Marine Jack N Clark has joined 
the Supreme Cmndn’t he spent the last 5 years in an Alzheimer Ward at Bonadventure Salmon Creek. His bride 
kept his dues up to date to keep his League magazine coming to him as it was his posi ve connec on with his past. 

REPORT OF OFFICERS: 
 Commandant Lynn Bolte – The COSTCO heroes Night in Camas which turned out well and we retrieved 7        

possible members. (Pictures a ached) 

 SrVice Cmndn’t Henry Lasch – None 

 JrVice Cmndn’t Pete Thornton – My bride came up with the idea for collec ng names on the site, enjoyed the 
event, One of the Marines who signed in works with at Lowes. If you see a Marine/Corpsmen invite them to 
join with us. 

 Judge Advocate – Toby Clairmont – I was talking with our Cmndn’t about a group of Re red Marine Officers out 
in Ba le Ground who put together a Marine Corps Birthday Party every year, the Marine I was talking to says 
he had never heard of us. They gather at the Pub Creek Mill http://millcreekpub.com/ 

 JrPast Cmndn’t Bill Hauser- None 

              
    
              

COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT #826, DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

Elks Lodge #823 11605 SE McGillivray Blvd. Vancouver, WA 98683-5203 

Minutes of 11 JULY 2019 
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Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s the Marine Breed 

Chesty Puller 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 Clark County Veterans Advisory Board: Steve Slegers – We met this afternoon we had a guest            

speaker from the Veterans Therapeutic Court their program is for treatment not incarceration. The                
Veteran meets qualifications and then is put in the program for a year. Veterans Assistance Center 
has the Dragon Boat Race coming up July 14th at Vancouver Lake, they have many events that will 
be taking place one of them is a  Military Service  Challenge; 31 Aug is the Mt View High School car 
show fundraiser; Stand down is 23 Sept at the VA Hospital,   Vancouver Division Campus. The assis-
tance center report for the month of May handed out assistance in the amount of $26,000.00; 6 re-
quests were disapproved as he did not qualify, no appeals; Total Veterans served was 1,068. The vol-
unteer hours at the center amounted to 1,059 hour at a cost value of $26,047. VSO Served 84 Veter-
ans. There were many multiple visits by Veterans seeking assistance. Cmndn’t Bolte – I understand 
we need a volunteer to represent the detachment as Marine Brandon has stepped down. Marine Sleg-
ers – Since Ron stepped down as our primary that spot is vacant, I will continue as the alternate rep 
for our detachment. I am the primary rep for the 40 ET 8 right now, but that may change in the near  
future. When I am relieved of the 40 ET 8 primary I would gladly become the primary rep for the de-
tachment. (NOTE: No volunteers at this time.) 

 Marine Corps Coordinating Council of OR/WA John Stofiel - Due to current security procedures the     
MCCC will be required to complete facility access form each month. Each person will need to confirm          
their  attendance on the 2nd Thursday of each month with the Secretary, me, who will then submit the           
roster to our contact at 6thESB. Our Dept. Cmndn’t Bonnie Holden donated $275.00 to the MCCC on            
behalf of the Dept. of WA for the OSU NROTC Officers Sword presentation made annually. 

 Veterans Affairs Voluntary Services (VAVS): Rex Hopper –  You need to go down and take a look 
at the VA grounds, quite a lot going on right now, a regular donnybrook going on, they are replacing 
the old steam pipes, 90+ years. They are tearing up the main N-S road going in and it will be like this 
for 2 months. The VA has   established a VA Urgent Care System we are not sure where at the VA 
Portland/Vancouver this will be set up or if it will be farmed out to another medical facility in the area. 
Important link for urgent care go read this:                  
            
 https://www.va.gov/COMMUNITYCARE/programs/veterans/Urgent_Care.asp  

                           
With the VAVS we have had an alternate account that is not supposed to be allowed, this money                          
donated and fundraised for was used to support a lot of items the VA was not set up to support.   The VA 
They stopped the use of this account which resulted in us not being able to provide that support. As the 
treasurer of that account I then shut it down. We then retrieved an EIN non-profit Number VVVOAF, not  
associated with the VAVS and they cannot get into it and the account has grown to about 6000.00 and it 
is growing so we can   continue to fund those items that Post funds refuse to allow. 
 Community Military Appreciation Committee (CMAC): Bill Hauser – We are currently in the pro-

cess of setting up for Patriots Day Ceremony 0900 on 9/11 at the Vancouver City Hall. We will be 
working on Veterans Day right after that I will be getting our entry into the Veterans Day Parade. We 
are hosting a Birthday party July 28 @ 1400 - 1600 please join us in celebration of WWII Navy Veter-
an Carl Lingenfelter’s Centenarian  Birthday! Food and Beverages will be provided. In lieu of personal 
gifts, Carl would like his guests to donate funds to CMAC; COSTCO came to our CMAC meeting and 
presented us with a little over $8,000.00 earned from the “Heroes Night” in Camas. 

 Lewis & Clark Young Marines: John Hudson – Absent 



 

5 

 
Page 5 The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 

 REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE: 
 Veterans Day Parade: Bill Hauser – reported under CMAC Report 

 Gee Creek fundraiser: Lucian Baker/John Stofiel Have not heard from Lucian on obtaining the site for our fund-
raiser, will make contact with him. 

 Marine of the Year: George LaFrazia – The door is always open for any to submit a nomina on for our Marine of 
the Year. The informa on and nomina on form are on our detachment website h ps://www.mcleague-
crd826.org/ 

 Awards Commi ee: John Stofiel – Most of us volunteer to do the things we do not only for our detachment but 
in the community and outwardly do not wish for any A a boys but we also know if feels pre y good when we 
are recognized for our par cipa on. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 Jim Renton Pos ng of MC Flags at Marine Graves… at the last mee ng I said I would look into who had control to 

the Fort Vancouver Post Cemetery. No one in the Northwest has control of the Cemetery it is controlled by the 
Department of the Army out of a unit in Wisconsin. Mr. Brian H. Kapanke CIV, Opera ons Division, Engineer 
Technician/DPW US Army Reserve Headquarters 88th Readiness Division 608.388.0382 Cell: 608-387-3085 Email: 
brian.h.kapanke.civ@mail.mil I told him what we wanted to do and he said we would need to send a mission-
statement of sort so he could get it approved. He indicated that Rites across America was the only group         
currently in the file. He did have a plot map and a roster of all with the branch of service noted. He said that he 
saw no problem with the League wan ng to honor our fellow Marines. We need to send a le er to Mr. Kapanke 
indica ng what our mission is in regards to our Marines buried at Ft Vancouver Cemetery. In discussion of this 
event we want to post Marine Flags in honor of our deceased Marine/Corpsman graves the day before Memorial 
Day and on the Marine Corps Birthday. 

 Lynn Bolte - We need a member to fill the vacancy as our Detachment Chaplain (descrip on of du es a ached) 
no one volunteered. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 We have $2000.00 si ng in our savings account doing nothing to assist veterans in need. I am make a mo on to 

donate $500.00 to the Clark County Veterans Assistance Center, 2nd Ron Brandon, discussion – noted that this 
organiza on already has monies. Called for vote, failed. 

 John Stofiel – mo on to donate $500.00 to the MCL Auxiliary who are assis ng Veterans at the VA Hospital. 2nd 

Ron Brandon, discussion, called for the vote, carried. 

 John Stofiel – mo on to donate $500.00 to Ba le Buddies of Vancouver who provide support dogs for veterans, 
2nd Pete Thornton, discussion, called for the vote, carried. h p://www.northwestba lebuddies.org/ 

 John Stofiel - Do we want to Sponsor a table at the 2019 Veterans Expo and stand down at the VA Hospital     
Vancouver Division campus gym from 0900-1400 on 28 Sept. JrVice Cmndn’t Pete Thornton has recrui ng info 
for our table and Toby Clairmont & John Stofiel volunteered to serve. 

“Hardness,” I was learning , was the supreme virtue among recon Marines.  The greatest compliment one 
could pay to another was to say he was hard.  Hardness wasn’t toughness, nor was it courage, although 
both were part of it.  Hardness was the ability to face an overwhelming situation with aplomb, smile 
calmly at it, and then triumph through sheer professional pride,” 

            Nathaniel Fick 
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GOOD OF THE LEAGUE: 
 Ron Brandon – Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) 16 July Na onal Conference in Spokane WA Guest Speakers:          

Allen Lynch MOH Recipient and Gen Wesley Clark. Rooms available.       

 Rex Hopper – For those that don’t remember our table pedestal is here, when I was the commandant I asked     
Marine George Zeleznik to build me one of these things, it is all oak, and heavy to carry around. Phil Ruhmsho el 
made the offer to buy the brass tags to post on the pedestal of all of the Commandants; The pedestal has not 
been used for several years now but we have resurrected it and Cmndn’t Bolte has updated the brass tags that 
were not accomplished in the down years, it is now updated and in opera on. Our gavel was made by Marine 
Bob Costello (Iwo Jima Veteran) Walnut, turned at his shop at home. He is with the Supreme Cmndn’t now. 

 John Stofiel – Looking at how we have been reduced into a small cubby hole here at the Elks Lodge and the fact 
that the Elks Lodge let our Young Marine Unit go from the Elks because they could not come to an agreement on 
expecta ons from the two groups. I am of the mind that we likely will need to be looking for a new home. I have-
been looking at possible having our League mee ngs at Post 14 on a dinner night, where we could come for a 
meal and then have our mee ng. Today Doc Clairmont presented a possibility out in Ba le ground. Recommend 
you all look into this as we are not sure just how long the Elks is going to allow us to stay. 

 MCL 2019 96TH NATIONAL CONVENTION – August 4-9 2019 Host Eugene Sara Detachment Billings, MT Links for 
hotels/registra on: h ps://www.mclna onalconven on2019.com/index.php 

 MARINE MILITARY EXPO- MODERN DAY MARINE September 17-19, 2019 Quan co, Virginia 

 DEPT OF WA FALL MCL STAFF MEETING – October 4-5 2019 Oxford Suites 1701 E Yakima Ave, Yakima, WA 98901 

 Reserva ons 509-457-9000 for group price men on Marine Corps League.    
   

CLOSING CEREMONY: Appropriate. Next mee ng will be on 8 August 2019. 
 

PRESENT: (12) Lynn Bolte, Ron Brandon, Toby Clairmont, Paul Haber, Bill Hauser, Rex Hopper, George 
LaFrazia, Henry Lasch, Robert Pra , Steve Slegers, John Stofiel, and Pete Thornton 

R/s 

John Stofiel, 

Adj/Paymaster 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Shannon Walker, President North- west Battle Buddies 

 

On Thursday 8 August @1900 we will have a guest speaker from the NW 

Battle Buddies Ovie Muntean, Chief Operating Officer and proud father of a 

Marine Son, Airman Daughter and a beautiful worship daughter and a team of NW Battle Buddies 
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Do you know a Former Marine or FMF Corpsman that might  enjoy  

Becoming a member of the Marine Corps League.  Bring them to a meeting  

and let’s help them get registered, and active in our Detachment.  

 

Columbia River Detachment Web Site: 
 

https://www.mcleague-crd826.org 
 

Like us on facebook at:  

https://www.facebook.com/Marine-Corps-League-Columbia-River-Detachment-826 
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“One of the first things I learned in the Marine Corps is that any military 

mission has to be defined as precisely as you can possibly define it, 

and then you size the force and equip the force to accomplish that 

mission without fail.” 
Lt. Col. John Glenn 
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The Killer Angles:  
the classic novel of the American Civil War 

 Portraits of Lee, Longstreet, and other Civil War leaders are   
interwoven with historical detail to provide a fictional recreation of 
the bloody battle at Gettysburg. A superb re-creation of the Battle of 
Gettysburg, but its real importance is its insight into what the war 
was about, and what it meant. In the four most bloody and coura-
geous days of our nation's history, two armies fought for two dreams. 
One dreamed of freedom, the other of a way of life. Far more than 
rifles and bullets were carried into battle. There were memories. 
There were promises. There was love. And far more than men fell on 
those Pennsylvania fields. Shattered futures, forgotten innocence, and      

crippled beauty were also the casualties of war. The Killer Angels is unique, sweeping,  
unforgettable--a dramatic re-creation of the battleground for America's destiny.                    

 Gary Sinise aka Lt. Dan, of Forest 
Gump fame and a fighter for better care 
and treatment of America’s Veterans  
recently shared information about his 
new book, “Grateful American” in a        
moderated interview at Simi Valley Elks 
Lodge No. 2492, at the request of  the       
President Ronald Reagan Marine Corps 
League Detachment #597.   
 “Mr. Sinise was quite relaxed, and 

that made it easy, said Dick Jennings, Commandant, of 
the Department of California, Marine Corps League. 
 He was personable, direct, and funny.  He an-
swered my questions just like we were two buddies 
talking to each other.  A pure delight. “  While we can 
never do enough to show gratitude to our nation’s de-
fenders, we can always do a little more. “   

 MCL and Gary Sinise Foundation News 
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Why Join the Marine Corps League and the 
Marine Corps League Auxiliary? 

 When you join 
and/or invite someone 
you know to join the 
Marine Corps League and 
the Marine Corps League 
Auxiliary, you do more 
than increase our ability 
to help America's veterans 
and their families; you 
could be helping that new 
member live a longer, 
more fulfilling life.  
 In recent years, 
U.S. populations have 
become more solitary, and 
more than a quarter of 
U.S. households are made 
up of  people living by 
themselves.  

 Sadly, research 
has found that 25 
percent of Americans 
said they had no one to 
talk to about important 
matters and social 
isolation may increase a 
persons risk of early 
death  
 The good news is 
that every Marine Corps 
League and Marine 
Corps League Auxiliary 
member has the 
opportunity to help ebb 
the loneliness epidemic! 
Most of our members 
take time to visit those 
veterans at VA  

Hospitals and Veterans 
homes. Our Veterans feel 
loved and appreciated 
when our members visit 
them and feel useful and 
connected.    
 Your involvement 
is key to the success of 
each one of our 
Detachments, Auxiliary 
Units and our 
organization.  It takes 
each and every one of us 
pulling together to get the 
important work done of 
serving our Veterans and 
their families, our 
communities, and our 
country.  

 

    

Louis A. Baste           07/07/2006 
James O. Moen          07/31/2001 

Marine Corps League Anniversaries for June 2019 
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
Marine Corps League Auxiliary Meeting            5 August 2019 

CRD #826, Marine Corps League Business Meeting/Gathering       8 August 2019 

Columbia River Detachment, Devil Dog Meeting         10 August 2019 

 
  

 

PUBLISHER’S  

DISCLAMER  

NOTICE 
 

The Articles  
published in this  
medium are the  

expressed opinions of  
the authors and do  

not necessarily  
reflect the opinion of  
any US Govt. agency  

or private  
organization.  

RENEWAL TIME 

Membership Renewals  

$30.00 Annually  by 31 August  
 Life Membership Fee:  

 17-35 years       $ 500.00  

 36-50   $ 400.00  

 51-64   $ 300.00  

 65 +   $ 200.00  

Make check/money orders payable to;  

CRD-MCL mail to:  

 John Stofiel Paymaster CRD-MCL 

6204 Kansas Street 

Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 

PAST DETACHMENT  

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

John Stofiel 1997 – 1998 

1998 - 1999 

George LaFranzia 1999 – 2000 

2000 - 2001 

Lynn Bolte 2001 – 2002 

Phil Ruhmshottel 2002 – 2003 

George Pobi 2003 – 2004 

Rex Hopper 2004 – 2005 

Keith Fitch 2005 – 2006 

Bob Rector 2006 – 2007 

Mike Wilson 2007 – 2008 

Jim Renton 2008 – 2009 

Wendy Baker 2009 – 2010 

Lou Baste 2010 – 2011  

Roger Rueckert 2011 – 2012 

Bill Hauser 2012 – 2013 

George Zeleznik 2013 - 2014  

Florin Zeviar 2014 - 2015 

Lucian Baker 2015 - 2016 

John Hudson 2016 - 2017 

Steven Slegers  - 2017 - 2018 

DEPTMENT Of WASHINGTON MARINES 

OF THE YEAR  FROM CRD #826 

John F. Stofiel  
Philip E. Ruhmshottel  

Rex Hopper                                        
 Jim Renton 

   Bill Hauser    

Some people spend an entire life-
time wondering if they  really make 

a difference in the world.  But 

Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 

1981—1985 

JULY BIRTHDAYS WISHES 

Don’t you forget that you’re Marines- First Marines! Not all the communists in hell can overrun you! 

—Col Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller, rallying his 1st Marines near Chosin Reservoir, Korea, December 1950 

A Marine is a Marine.  I set that policy two weeks ago - there’s no such thing as a 
former  Marine.  You’re a Marine, just in a different uniform and you’re in a different 
phase of y0ur life.  But you’ll always be a Marine because you went to Parris Island. 
Sam Diego or the hills of  Quantico. There’s no such thing as a former Marine. 

      

General James F. Amos,  

35th Commandant of the Marine Corps    

  

Jack N. Clark 07/26/1939 
William C. Barnes 07/16/1948 
Michael C. Howard 07/29/1954 
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Marines to note 60 years since Rainier crash 
Thirty-two Marines died when their transport plane crashed into Mount Rainier in December 1946 and the men  re-
main on the mountain face, forever entombed by decades of snow and ice. 

 Every year, members of the local detachment of the Marine Corps League honor their memory with a ceremony at 
Veterans Memorial Park in Enumclaw. This year's event is special, commemorating the 60th anniversary of the         
tragedy. 

The Mount Rainier Detachment will host this year's ceremony beginning at noon Saturday. As always, the public is 
invited, along with family members of those killed on the mountain 60 years ago. Because the 60-year ceremony 
takes on added significance, the crowd is expected to be larger than usual, with more family members than ever, a 
Marine Corps major general, representatives for both Sens. Patty Murray and Maria Cantwell and active duty Marines 
attending. 

Major Gen. Michael Lehnert, Commanding General of Marine Corps Installations West, has agreed to be the keynote 
speaker. 

Enumclaw's annual ceremony commemorates and tragic event that began Dec. 10, 1946, when six Curtis Commando 
transport planes - carrying more than 200 U.S. Marines - departed California en route to Seattle. The aircraft          
encountered poor weather over southwest Washington, causing four to turn back and land in Portland; one managed 
to land safely in Seattle while the other continued on. 

That sixth plane, carrying 32 Marines, soon vanished. Search-and-rescue aircraft were grounded due to the inclement 
weather and searchers on foot found nothing. After two weeks, the hunt was suspended. The Navy determined the 
aircraft was blown off course by high winds and flew into the side of Mount Rainier, a theory validated in July 1947 
when Bill Butler, a Mount Rainier National Park employee, spotted wreckage on South Tahoma Glacier. Search     
parties examined the debris and confirmed that it came from the missing plane. Four weeks later, the bodies were 
found high on the face of the glacier, but extremely hazardous conditions forced authorities to abandon plans to     
remove them for burial. 

In memory of those Marines, a stone memorial was placed at Round Pass on the west side of the road, within sight of 
the glacier.  Because it became increasingly difficult for the public to access the memorial - it can be seen now only by 
those    willing to tackle a difficult 4.5-mile hike - the local Marine Corps League detachment decided to place a nearly-
identical stone at Veterans Memorial Park. Each year, at the site, the detachment honors the memory of the deceased 
Marines with a ceremony. 

Jack Warren, who has been active in both the development of the park and the memorial, recalls three promises 
made nearly a decade ago. First, it was determined all 32 Marines killed on the mountain would be made citizens of 
Enumclaw, a step quickly accomplished by decree of then-mayor George Rossman, and second, it was decided all 32 
would forever be carried on the roster of the Mount Rainier Detachment of the Marine Corps League. 

Promise No. 3 was much more ambitious and proved difficult. Warren went national with a desire to see the federal 
government issue a medal to the next of kin of anyone accidentally killed while on active duty (as was the case with 
the 32 on the mountain). That goal has gone unfulfilled. However, the local detachment, working on a smaller scale, 
has had special medals created for the 60th anniversary of the Mount Rainier tragedy and will be passing those out to 
family members, and others, during Saturday's ceremony. 

 
  

  



 

12 

Page 12 

  
 

   

 Any officer can get by on his Sergeants.   

In order to be a Sergeant you have to know your stuff.   

I’d rather be an outstanding Sergeant than just another officer. 

- SgtMaj Daniel Daly 1873-1937- 

VA IN THE NEWS  
JULY 2019 

News Releases 

 
VA has cured 100,000 Veterans of Hepatitis C - As World Hepatitis Day is marked nationwide 
this week, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has reached a significant milestone, having cured 
more than 100,000 Veterans of chronic hepatitis C virus infection (HVC), establishing VA as a global 
leader in the diagnosis and treatment of HCV.       
                                
VA announces upcoming awards of more than $400M in grants to help Veterans who 
are homeless or at risk of homelessness - Thousands of low-income Veterans and their eligible 
family members will continue to have access to crucial homelessness services as a result of $246 mil-
lion in grants to be awarded under the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Supportive Services 
for     Veteran Families (SSVF) Program.                
               
 VA enhances research and education efforts related to airborne hazards and burn pit     
exposure with newly restructured research hub.  The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA)   recently established the Airborne Hazards and Burn Pits Center of Excellence (AHBPCE) as 
part of  its efforts to improve health care for Veterans.      
                 
VA extends Agent Orange presumption to “Blue  Water Navy” Veterans:  Eligible         
Veterans may now be entitled to disability compensation benefits - The U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs is preparing to process Agent Orange exposure claims for “Blue Water Navy” 
Veterans who served offshore of the Republic of Vietnam between Jan. 9, 1962 and May 7, 1975.
             
        VA-Verizon partnership offers unlimited access to department’s video tele-
health service - As a result of a partnership with Verizon, Veterans who are customers of the tele-
communications   company, as of June 27, will have unlimited access to the U.S. Department of Vet-
erans Affairs” (VA) VA Video Connect telehealth app.      
             
            VA to reduce rates for Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance 
- On 1 July, the U.S.              Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) will reduce Servicemembers’ 
Group Life Insurance (SGLI) monthly premium rates from 7 cents per $1,000 to 6 cents per $1,000 
of insurance, along with Family SGLI    Program (FSGLI) premium rates for spousal coverage at all 
age brackets.            
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TAPS  

Carnett L. Falconbury 2/28 - 10/18 
Robert Fish  06/19 - 04/05 

Kane M. Funke 06/84 - 08/04 – Iraq 
Fenton A. Grahnert 06/23 - 12/12  
Samuel P Grooms 07/39 - 08/17  
William J. Hendricks 2/42 - 6/18 
Walter J. Hicks 01/23 - 10/12  

William W. Hillgaertner  08/39 - 10/18 
Bernard H. Kendall  12/32 - 5/18 

Michael C. Leinweber 11/47 - 07/09  
Jack L. Lewis  04/25 - 02/10  

Charles J. Louviere  08/45 - 08/18 
Richard A. McKenzie Jr. 09/54 - 01/12 

Jerome Merrill 01/28 - 09/10  
Alan Miksch 10/51-11/01  

Charles W. Bailey 05/31 - 12/14  
Noah D. Baird 03/95 - 12/13  

Daniel P. Brennan 10/32 - 05/10  
Cedric Bruns 04/81 - 05/03 -  Kuwait  

Harry Callicote 05/31 - 12/04  
Louis A. Claudio 09/47 - 01/15  
Lyle E. Cornwall 09/25 - 07/10  

Robert R. Costello 03/19 - 01/98  
Roger Dahl 07/17 - 08/10  

Jefferson E. Dean 06/25 - 12/11  
Robert E. Dean 07/23 - 03/14  

David W Dowdakin 03/25 - 04/16  
Theodore L. Dravis 08/32 - 05/17  

Adam Q. Emul 04-87 - 01/07 - Iraq  
Robert Fish 06/19 - 04/05  

 

Sherrill W. Parson 03/23 - 02/05  
Howard W. Pearson 03/12 - 03/96  

Jason D. Peto 01/79 - 12/10 - Afghanistan  
Lee A. Phillips  - 07/36 - 10/18 

Charles H. Quatier 01/36 - 12/08  
Harry Rea 06/46 - 01/12  

David G. Reis 06/75 - 11/04 - Iraq  
David E. Sailer 01/53 - 10/12  

Michael Scholl 05/85 - 11/06 - Iraq  
William Stofiel 04/21 - 12/98  

Robert D. Storey 10/28 - 07/95  
Blaine L. Turner 03/20 - 05/01  
Robert Vollmer 06/33 - 11/13  
Arlos Waters 03/20 - 02/09  
Fiorin Zeviar 01/37 - 01/14  

Richard Zoller 03/20 - 11/04  
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CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS 
OUR OWN, MARINE BILL HAUSER FOR HAVING BEEN SELECTED AS  

OUR DEPARTMENT MARINE OF THE YEAR FOR 2018-2019 

Lewis and Clark Young Marines 

  

Best of Clark County—We were honored to be 
chosen by The Columbian readers as a Top 5     
finalist in the Best of Clark County competition in 
the “non profit” category.  We were up against 
some huge well established non- profits.  The   
winner will be announced June 30th.  We thank 
MCL for your support and votes.   
        

The Young Marines are still looking for a permanent place to call home.  We’ve had several offers, but either they 
were too small or couldn’t commit to the days and times we needed.  Any ideas or offers should be directed to 

Sean Langley at: admin@lcym.org.  There should be an article coming out in the Columbian on Saturday April 27th 
about our homeless situation.  Starting next Thursday May 2nd we will be meeting and drilling at Hough Elemen-
tary school in Vancouver.  Hough Elementary is a very temporary fix to our problem.    

No report submitted this month. 
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Every Marine is, first and foremost, a rifleman.  All other conditions are secondary.    
A. M. Gray 
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Every Marine is, first and foremost, a rifleman.  All other conditions are secondary.    
A. M. Gray 

COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
ADOPTED SHIRT FOR WEAR AT FUNCTIONS OF  THE DETACHMENT 

50/50 cotton/poly preshrunk jersey with stain resistant finish w/Embroidered Logo (name optional) 
 

The shirt embroidery is done by Excel Designs 6019 NE 109th Ave Vancouver, WA 98662 360 892 8465 

http://www.exceldesigns.com/ 

Prices are based on a minimum order of 5 shirts per order. Please make your check payable to 
CRD826MCLand Mail to Paymaster John Stofiel 6204 Kansas St Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 indicate by 
letter described below and if w/name indicate spelling of same on the for line of your check and the        
Paymaster.             

JERZEES® - Spot Shield™ 5.6-Ounce Jersey Knit Sport Shirt. 437M 

WITH NAME   A B   C  D 

Shirt  Small thru XL is 12.99     2XL 16.45  3XL 18.83  4XL 21.25 

EGA 09.75 09.75 09.75 09.75 

Name (10 Characters) 07.50 07.50 07.50 07.50 

 30.24 33.70 36.08 38.50 

02.54 02.83 03.03 03.23 WA sales tax is .084 

TOTAL COST: 32.78 36.53 39.11 41.73 
WITHOUT NAME E F G H 

Shirt  
EGA 

Small thru XL is 12.99  
09.75 

2XL 16.45 
09.75  

3XL 18.83 
09.75  

4XL 21.25 
09.75 

 22.74 26.20 28.58 31.00 

WA sales tax is .084 01.91 02.20 02.40 02.60 

TOTAL COST: 24.65 28.40 30.98 33.60 



NAME, MEMBER NUMBER 
 STREET ADDRESS 

    CITY, STATE, ZIP  

PLACE  
POSTAGE 

HERE 

  This area contains only snippets of the vast history of our Corps & is not a complete listing of all events throughout our history for the month of June 
“THIS MONTH IN MARINE CORPS HISTORY” 

We welcome all Marines and Navy Corpsman for community  
service, social interaction and camaraderie. We have      

members from all eras of service and lots of experience and 
community resources to share. Meetings are held at 7pm on 
the second Thursday of each month at the Vancouver Elk's 

Lodge upstairs meeting room.  
 

(11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.,  Vancouver, WA 98683)  

Semper Fidelis!  

            We’re on the Web at  

            https://www.mcleague-crd826.org 

Columbia River Detachment #826 
Department of Washington 

Marine Corps League 
15509 SE Mill Plain Blvd., #8 

Vancouver, Washington 98684-4644 

4 July 1776 The Declaration of Independence is signed. 

1 July 1797 President John Adams signs legislation detailing the size of Marine detachments on ships, pay scales, enlistment 
terms, and retirement regulations. 

22 July 1802 The Constellation and her Marines engage nine gunboats off the coast of Tripoli. 

27 July 1816 Marines assist the crews of two gunboats in capturing and destroying a fort on the Apalachicola river in Florida, 
built by Indians and runaway slaves who had turned to piracy  

19 July 1835 During a large fire in New York City, Marines from the Brooklyn Navy Yard deploy to prevent looting. 

4 July 1840 Commandant Henderson orders a change in the colors of the Marine Uniform from green to blue with scarlet 
facings. 

7 July 1846 Marines and sailors under Commodore Sloat land at Monterey, California, and occupy the town.  California is 
proclaimed a part of the United States. 

12-13 July 1854 A landing party of Marines and sailors off Cyane seizes weapons and gunpowder at San Juan del Norte following 
an attack on American consular officials in Nicaragua. 

21 July 1861 A Marine battalion of 12 officers and 353 enlisted participates in the First Battle of Bull Run in northern Virginia. 

14 July 1871 Brooklyn Navy Yard Marines quell disturbances in the city following raids on illegal distilleries. 

5 July 1918 Brigadier General John A. L4ejeune assumes command of the Army’s 64th Infantry Brigade of the 32nd Division 
in France 

9 July 1944 The 4th Marine Division reaches Marpi Point, the northern end of Saipan, and all organized Japanese resistance is 
finished.  Among the Japanese dead is Admiral Chuichi Nagumo. Leader of the Pearl Harbor raid. 

1 July 1946 The U.S. conducts its first test of an atomic bomb at Bikini Atoll, to determine the effectiveness of an air burst 
against surface ships and other military targets. 

2 July 1950 General McArthur requests immediate dispatch of a Marine Corps regimental combat team and associated avia-
tion for duty in Korea.  FMFPAC issues a warning order to the 1st Marine Division to prepare for embarkation.  
The first U.S. Army ground troops arrive in Korea from occupation duty in Japan, lightly armed and ill-trained.  
Senior Commanders feed these and subsequent units into battle piece-meal over the next several days and they 
are overrun by the NKPA. 


