
 

1 

Columbia River Detachment #826 
Department of Washington, Marine Corps League Est. 28 September, 1992  
Send all Correspondence to: 15509 SE Mill Plain Blvd, #8, Vancouver, WA 98684-4644  

  Non-Profit: Ein: 91-1647649 Secretary of State: Ubi# 60149220         http://www.mcleague-crd826.org  

Newsletter Editor—Marine Pete Thornton 

Lynn A. Bolte, Detachment Commandant Volume 4/5  

April/May 2020 

 We Meet the 2nd Thurs of Each Month: 1900 @ Elks Lodge 823, 11605 SE McGillivray Blvd. Vancouver WA 98683-5203 

The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 

Inside this issue: 

  

Columbia River Detachment #826 MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

 Marine Drill Instructors, recruits now wearing masks made 
from shirts 

By: M. Sweeney, USMC LIFE 

 It’s a surreal image that 
could only seemingly come from 
the bleak imagination of a dystopi-
an fiction writer, yet it is all too 
based in reality.   
 Under the watchful glare of 
a masked Drill Instructor, faceless 
US Marine recruits march with 
their rifles on their shoulders, their 
boots splashing against the wet 
pavement as tey move in formation 
beneath the grey California sky. 
 This is not fiction, however.  Due to the coronavirus pandemic, Marines have 
been instructed to construct and wear green face masks made from issued undershirts 
known as “skivvy shirts.”       
 Department of Defense guidelines mandate that military personnel wear a 
cloth face covering when social-distancing attempts to maintain a six-foot gap between 
others is impossible.        
 With this in mind, the commanders at Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego 
have mandated that Marines and recruits are “required to wear face masks in all   
plausible situations excluding physical training in order to reduce the risks of contract-
ing COVID-19.”         
 According to the Marine Corps Times, the USMC has passed guidance on what 
the masks should look like, and how they should function.   
 “Any face covering that is conservative in appearance, not offensive, and    
conforms to the below CDC (Centers of Disease Control and Prevention) guidance is 
acceptable to be worn in uniform,” a recent guidance message read.  
 Neck gaiters and balaclavas are also approved, through insect repellent-
treated utilities are prohibited.  The MARADMIN further stipulated that these “cloth 
face covers shall NOT be substituted with surgical masks or N-95 respirators,” the 
message said.  “Surgical masks and N-95 respirators are personal protective equip-
ment (PPE) and must be reserved for use in medical settings.  Cloth face covers and 
PPE are integrated into a larger system of non-pharmaceutical interventions (NPIs) to 
limit  transmission of infection.”       
 The Marine Corps considers N95 masks to be prioritized for medical person-
nel for first responders on the front lines of the pandemic response, “Captain Joseph 
Butterfield, a Corps spokesman, told Task & Purpose in an emailed statement. 
 The Marine Corps had 78 confirmed cases of COVID-19 within its ranks as of 
Tuesday last, and 2,449 cases have been reported across the Department of Defense, 
and 7 deaths. 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE COMMANDANT 

Page 2 The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 

Greetings Marines: 
I hope and pray everyone is doing well in getting through 
these troubled times. We are facing changes and are 
fighting an enemy that we cannot see. Keeping away from 
loved ones is heart breaking to say the least. During this 
national emergency, we need to remember this is only a 
setback. The bottom line is the world we lived in 6 
months ago is not the world we live in now. Things are 
changing every day as  we go through this. One of our 
biggest concerns should be the safety of ourselves and 
our loved ones. We are a team and we are a family of the 
Marine Corps League. 
 
I wish everyone to remain healthy and safe. If you need 
anything or have questions, feel free to contact me. God 
bless you and thank you to each and everyone for all you do. 
 
Semper Fi, 
Lynn Bolte, Commandant  
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Here’s how to make a face mask out of that Marine green skivvy shirt. 
By:  Shawn Snow, Marine Times 

 

Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s the     
Marine Breed 

Chesty Puller 
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Marine Corps Combat Service Support Schools posted on image showing a no-seq skivvy shirt facemask.  (Marine Corps) 

 
If you saw the Defense Department memo directing service members to wear a face covering over COVID-19 concerns, fear not, you can make 

one out of your green skivvy shirt with no sewing shills required.        
              

 Marine Corps Combat Service Support Schools headquartered at Camp Johnson, North Carolina, posted a short image tutorial    
showing Marine stationed aboard Camp Johnson how they can make a skivvy shirt face mask.      

             
 MCCSSS posted this to Facebook  

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR LEAGUE AND DETACHMENT GATHERING’S 
(CONFIRMED WITH OUR ADJUTANT) 

 

WE ARE ON LOCKDOWN UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 
 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS HAS CANCELLED ALL MEETINGS, EVENTS AND 
GATHERINGS AT THIS TIME; DEPARTMENT CONVENTION IS A NO GO IN JUNE 

PER THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT BONNIE HOLDEN, AND THERE WILL BE 
NO DOG GROWLS OR DET. GATHERINGS EITHER 
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VA names new acting chief of staff, filling another  
      leadership vacancy               

By:   Leo Shane III, Military Times 

 Veterans Affairs officials announced Friday that the      
department’s top congressional liaison will also serve as acting 
chief of staff, filling another of VA’s most senior leadership     
vacancies.       
 Brooks Tucker, who currently works as assistant       
secretary, for the Office of Congressional and Legislative Affairs, 
will serve in both that rols and the Chief of Staff post.  In a       
statement, VA Secretary Robert Wilkie praised Tucker as the 
right person for the work.      
 “As our legislative point man, Brooks helped negotiate 
some of the most sweeping VA reform legislation in generations 

and he is an excellent choice to steer the VA ship as our chief of staff,” Wilkie said.  “Brooks      
understands the mission and we’re counting on his knowledge and dedication to make sure VA 
keeps improving for veterans.”  
 Tucker’s new appointment was effective as of April 30.  He temporarily takes the place of 
Pamela Powers, who was tapped to serve as acting deputy secretary earlier this month.   
 That position became vacant in February when Wilkie abruptly dismissed Jim Byrne from the 
role.  Wilkie attributed the move to a “loss of confidence” in Byrne, but other department officials 
have indicated the move was related to an internal power struggle at VA.   
 The latest personnel move leaves three of the department’s top six posts– the deputy     
secretary, chief of staff, and under secretary for health - all filled by acting appointees.  
 It’s unclear whether any of them will be replaced by permanent nominees, as all             
congressional confirmation work has slowed in recent months because of both the coronavirus  
outbreak and the looming November presidential elections.      
 As head of the Office of Congressional and Legislative Affairs, Tucker coordinates         
communication between lawmakers and senior VA leadership, as well as guiding department efforts 
on legislative matters.           
 The relationship between lawmakers and Wilkie’s administration has been strained in recent 
months, particularly with regards to Democratic leadership of the House Veterans’ Affairs      
Committee.             
 Wilkie and Chairman Mark Takano, D-Calif., have publicly starred over several issues,      
including VA’s handling into the investigation of a congressional staffer’s allegations of sexual assault 
at the Washington, D.C. VA Medical Center.        
 Tucker is a retired Marine Corps Lieutenant Colonel with more than 20 years of active and 
reserve service.  He previously worked as a senior policy adviser to Senator Richard Burr, R -N.C., 
and as the deputy staff director for the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee’s Republican staff.  
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“Your soul may belong to Jesus, but you ass belongs to the Marines.” 
-Eugene B. Sledge, with the Old Breed: at Peleliu and Okinawa 
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Every Marine is, first and foremost, a rifleman.   All other conditions are secondary.    
A. M. Gray 
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The Marine Corps’ Commandant wants to demolish decades of thinking 
about the Corps’ function 

By:  George F. Will, Columnist for the Washington Post 
 Whatever the origins of the World War I Army captain’s animus 
against the Marine Corps, his hostility was unimportant until he became 
commander in chief.  Then Harry Truman wanted to abolish the  corps, 
which he dismissed as “the Navy’s police force.”  This was a few years 
after Marines, operating with the Navy, had distinguished themselves in 
World War II’s Pacific theater, from Guadalcanal to Okinawa.  And shortly 
before Marines landed at Inchon in September 1950, reversing the tide of 
the Korean War.       
 February 23 was the 75th anniversary of World War II’s most 
famous  photograph, of Marines planting the Stars and Stripes on Iwo 
Jima’s Mount  Suribachi,   It is, in a sense, a picture of the corps’ future, as 
the current commandant envisions it.   When nature designed David H. 
Berger, it had a Marine in mind.  From his shaved head to his shined shoes, 
he looks like the business end of a battering ram, which he is:  The Marines’ 38th Commandant aims to demolish decades of 
thinking about the Corps’ function.  He want it configured not for lengthy ground wars (Vietnam, Iraq, Afghanistan) but for   
forward-deployed capabilities in the Pacific region in support of the fleet.  This, an echo of the corps’ island-hopping against 
Japan’s forces, revives the “Fleet Marine Force” idea that was adopted in 1933, after the corps abandoned its Naval roots and 
went to war in France.  Berger’s vision implies fewer land-based operations with aircraft delivering  Marines to distant missions.
 For the past 30 years - since the end of the Cold War - the Corps has, he says, been measured against itself, not 
against a peer competitor.  Now however, in planning for “the next fight,” he has an increasingly maritime nation, China, on is 
mind.  He wants “our highest quality” Marines  mentored “for duty in the Pacific.”  Welcome to Okinawa, lieutenants.   Given 
what he delicately calls a “challenging fiscal environment” - trillion-dollar deficits - the corps might need to be smaller, “to trade 
size for quality,” and divest some legacy components, including some infantry aviation and even armor.   
 He insists that nothing will change about “every Marine being a rifleman,” and most important thing about being a   
Marine is being a Marine.” But given China’s anti-access/area denial (A2/AD) missiles and other capabilities, Berger says:  “Our 
adversaries have initiated a new paradigm, based on long-range precision weapons and information-related capabilities.”  This 
new era of “high-volume, extended-range missile warfare” overturns “the primary assumptions on which the legacy U.S. joint 
force has been built - presumptive sea and air control and assured access.”     
 Therefore, Berger Says, “visions of a massed naval armada nine nautical miles off-shore in the South China Sea        
preparing to launch the   landing force . . . Are impractical and unreasonable.”  So, the corps need to rethink the execution of its 
amphibious role.  And when conducting land   operations to support the Navy, Marines must be able to operate within the  
enemy’s A2/AD zone.  Rather than be captive to a stand-off role, he says, “We must evolve into the “nation’s stand-in” force.”
 Captain Austin Dahmer of the Marine Corps Reserve, writing in the Naval Institute’s “Proceedings,” says that for    
Marines ashore, “Gone will be the days of plasma screens, field mess tents, and overgrown antenna farms.  An infantry battalion 
command post will need to be capable of  operating with a small enough footprint to remain clandestine and still effectively 
command and control.”            
 Berger’s planning refutes the Marine who in the movie “A Few Good Men” says disdainfully to a Navy officer, “I like all 
you Navy boys.  Every time we’ve gotta go someplace to fight, you fellas always give us a ride.”  The Corps Berger envisions, not 
just a smaller stand-alone Army.   Rather, it is dispersible, hence survivable, small and light units that can deliver force in con-
junction with the Navy’s power projection.                            
 “The character of war,” says Berger, “is increasingly dynamic.”  This actually suits the Marines’ constant character.  
Whereas the Army has forts - Bragg, Leavenworth, etc. - The Marine Corps hs camps (Lejeune, Pendleton), which implies a 
light, nimble force that can be “first to fight.”           
 After decades with the Corps expending too much energy ashore, for tomorrow’s Marines, like yesterday’s, it is an-
chors aweigh.  If the Corps sheds its capacities for major forcible entries from the sea, and for prolonged land operations, might 
it become a mere appendage of the Navy, presaging its end as an independent service?  Seven decades ago - 70 years of Marine 
Corps evolution - Truman desired this, but he learned how durable the corps is because it is adaptable and the nation cherishes 
it.              
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IF I CHARGE, FOLLOW ME - IF I RETREAT, KILL ME - IF I DIE, REVENGE ME.    
-US MARINE CORPS 

COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT #826,  
DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

Elks Lodge #823 11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.  Vancouver, WA  98683-5203  
 

 
 

Our next meeting of the Marine Corps League, Columbia  River 
Detachment will be scheduled when the state is again officially 
opened for business.  We will keep you notified when the word is 

passed to us that it is safe for us to begin conducting business 
again. 

Until that time please stay and well . 
Semper Fi.. 
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TEAM OF TEAMS 
New Rules of Engagement for a Complex World 

By:   General Stanley McChrystal 

 When Gen McChrystal took command of the Joint Special Op-
erations Task Force in 2004, he quickly realized that conventional mili-
tary tactics were failing.  Al Qaeda in Iraq was a decentralized network 
that could move quickly, strike ruthlessly, then seemingly vanish into the 
local population.  The allied forces had a huge advantage in numbers, 
equipment, and training – but none of that seemed to matter.  To defeat 
Al Queda, they would have to combine the power of the world’s most 
fearsome terrorist network.  They would have to become a “team of 
teams” - faster, flatter, and more flexible than ever.   
 In Team of Teams, McChrystal and his colleagues show how the 
challenges they faced in Iraq can be relevant to countless businesses, 
nonprofits, and organizations today.  In periods of unprecedented crisis, 
leaders need practical management practices that can scale to thousands 
of people - and fast.  By giving small groups the freedom to experiment 
and share what they learn across the entire organization, teams can re-
spond more quickly, communicate more freely, and make better and 
faster decisions.       
 Drawing on compelling examples - from NASA to Hospital emergency rooms - Team of Teams 
makes the case for merging the power of a large corporation with the agility of a small team to trans-
form any organization.          

 

The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 
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  The Marine Corps wants smarter Marines who can   
intellectually outmaneuver the enemy, according to the                                                                       
Commanding General of the Training and Education Command.
  That’s why the Corps has unveiled the Marine Corps 
Doctrinal Publication 7 in February as the service aims to    
promote education, training, and continued learning among  
Marines so they become students of their profession. 
 “I’ll finish on average about four books a week,” Major 
General William Mullen told reporters, “I don’t say that to 
brag, I say that because I’m that concerned I’m going to run in-
to something I don’t understand in the operating environment.”

 MCDP7 - the first doctrinal publication the service has issued since 2001 - is designed to motivate 
Marines to personally assess were they can improve and understand the “why” behind the significance of 
learning.             
 “You can try and make people learn or read more, get better at studying their profession,” Mullen 
said.”  “But that generally doesn’t work all that well.  What works much better is personal inspiration, the 
understanding the why, and getting after it as a professional mission to get better and get smarter.” 
 Mullen said that he’s heard Marines say they joined the service to escape an academic education.  But 
the Corps wants its personnel to understand that the two complement one another and that education  
prepares Marines to think quickly when faced with challenges.      
 “You need both training and education.  Training prepares you for things you’re going to have to do, 
especially in combat,” Mullen said.  It’s an instinctive reaction to immediately to do something to help      
alleviate the situation.  But the education piece comes in when the unknown starts to happen, which it al-
ways does.  What do you do now?”             
 Specifically, Mullen pointed to the current operation environment Marines face today - and how 
those challenges are only growing more and more complex.  Given the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
Mullen said adversaries have had years to examine the strengths of the U.S. military.   
 “They’re not going to counter us in ways that we’re good at.  They’re going to find ways that we’re 
not good at,” Mullen said.  “And we have to be able to deal with that, and we have to be able to see what’s 
going on, and adjust properly instead of trying to make the square peg fit in the round hole.”  
 The new personnel doctrine comes at a time when Commandant of the Marine Corps Gen. David 
Berger is working to remake the Corps to better compete with potential high-end adversaries like Russia 
and China.  Berger wants a leaner force to conduct sea denial operations, survive in a contested maritime 
environment and serve as a larger Naval expeditionary force, in constant readiness.   
 What we have to do now is transition to a lighter footprint, more expeditionary, more in support of 
a littoral environment,” Berger told reporters in April.        
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Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s the    
Marine Breed 

Chesty Puller 

  A culture of learning:  Why the Marine Corps is promoting  
  education, training in its new doctrine.     

By:  Diana Stancy Correll, Marine Corps Times 
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COLUMBIA RIVER AUXILIARY 
APRIL/MAY VIRTUAL MINUTES 

 
Treasurer’s reports were reviewed via email and will be filed for audit. Books are scheduled 
to be audited at the end of June by June Lasch and Paulie Stofiel.           
Proposed slate of officers for 2020/2021 was approved by unanimous email vote. New   
officers are:                          
 Paulette Stofiel – President 

 Jeanette Bolte – Sr Vice President/Secretary 
 June Lasch – Jr Vice President/Chaplain 
 Karen Wheeler – Judge Advocate 
 

Officer installation was held at Karen Wheeler’s house on 5/23/20. To ensure everyone’s 
safety, masks were worn by all.          
  

The budget committee submitted the rough draft for our 2020/2021 budget at the        
installation meeting. Proposed changes were to remove Elk’s Children’s Therapy $100, 
Northwest Children's’ Outreach $100 and to add a line for the USMC Birthday cards 
$100. Budget was approved by the members present:                
 Jeanette Bolte 

 June Lasch 
 Caroline Ruhmshottel 
 Paulie Stofiel 
 Karen Wheeler           

   

After the budget was approved, Paulie Stofiel moved to donate the entire $100 allotted to 
Clark County Veterans Assistance Organization now so that they may provide food to 
those Veterans in need. Caroline Ruhmshottel seconded. Motion was carried.  
  

Caroline Ruhmshottel volunteered to take over the position of Treasurer from Patti Kuhar 
in September.             
  

Next meeting will be scheduled as soon as the state is reopened. 
**In a conversation a few days later, Patti Kuhar advised that we have less than 20 bracelets 
left for sale. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paulette Stofiel, President 
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Governor Jay Inslee announces Safe Start—    
Washington’s Phased Reopening by County 

 Governor Jay Inslee announced  the expansion of SAFE START - Washington’s Phased        
Reopening plan.  The expansion comes as the current Stay Home, Stay Healthy order ends midnight 
Sunday May 31st.             
 The expansion moves Washington through the phased reopening on a county-by-county basis.  
With this new approach, counties will have more flexibility to demonstrate they can safely allow     
additional economic activity based on targeted metrics.      
 “We are able to do this thanks to millions of Washingtonians  pulling together, in the face of 
sacrifice and suffering, and doing their part by staying home,”  Inslee said during a press conference 
Friday.  “But this does not mean that we are returning to normal.  It means that after three months, 
we are successfully moving forward,”        
 Starting on June 1, any county can apply to John Wiesman, secretary of Washington State   
Department of Health to move to the next phase from the phase that they are currently in.  The   
application process will include target metric set by the secretary and must be submitted by the  
county executive for review.          
 As of yesterday, 26 counties have been approved to move to Phase 2.  Counties in Phase 2 
must be in that phase for a minimum of three weeks before becoming eligible for Phase 3 variance.  
The earliest any county could move to Phase 3 would be 3 June.     
 In this new approach, counties will now have more flexibility and the ability to apply to apply 
to the secretary of health to demonstrate they can safely allow additional economic activity based on 
metrics and a holistic review of their COVID-19 activity and ability to respond.   
 The same option is available for counties in Phase 2 that may not be fully ready for Phase 3, 
allowing for increased economic activity but sustained health and safety protections.  
 Conversely, counties may identify when they need to return to an earlier phase, and the secre-
tary has the authority to return a county to an earlier phase if the county chooses not to do so on its 
own and the secretary has identified a need to do so.      
 The order is set to expire at midnight on July 1, 2020.     

  

 

 
These metrics are being taken in 
whole, and the goals here are tar-
gets, not necessarily requirements.  
Each will be   evaluated in total.
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Why Join the Marine Corps League and Marine Corps 
League Auxiliary? 

 When you join and/or 
invite someone you know to 
join the Marine Corps League 
and the Marine Corps League 
Auxiliary, you do more than 
increase our ability to help 
America's Veterans and their 
families; you could be helping 
that new member live a longer, 
more fulfilling life.  
In recent years, U.S. 
populations have become more 
solitary, and more than a 
quarter of U.S. households are 
made up of  people living by 
themselves.  

Sadly, research has found 
that 25 percent of Americans 
said they had no one to talk 
to about important matters 
and social isolation may 
increase a persons risk of 
early death  
The good news is that every 
Marine Corps League and Marine 
Corps League Auxiliary member 
has the opportunity to help ebb 
the loneliness epidemic! Most of 
our members take time to visit 
those veterans at VA  

Hospitals and Veterans homes. 
Our Veterans feel loved and 
appreciated when our 
members visit them and feel 
useful and connected.   Your 
involvement is key to the 
success of each one of our 
Detachments, Auxiliary Units 
and our Organization. It takes 
each and every one of us 
pulling together to get the 
important work done of 
serving our Veterans and their 
families, our communities, and 
our country.  

A Marine is a Marine.  I set that policy two weeks ago - there’s no such thing as a former Marine.  
You’re a Marine, just in a different uniform and you’re in a different phase of your life.  But you’ll 
always be a Marine because you went to  Parris Island. San Diego or the hills of Quantico. There’s 

no such thing as a former Marine.        

General James F. Amos, 35th Commandant of the Marine Corps    

Jack N. Clark     04/27/2010 

Raul Davila     04/05/1993 

Bruce E. Hagensen    04/05/1997 
G.L. “Jerry” Kelly    04/05/2007 
Wendy L. Baker    05/01/2005 
William C. Barnes    05/03/2005 
William “Bill” Destefano   05/21/2017 
David G. Hancock    05/05/2001   
John J. Posey     05/10/2018 

Marine Corps League Anniversaries for April-May 2020   
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 

TBD MCLA Meeting, 11AM, Lisa’s Country Kitchen 
TBD Marine Corps League Business Meeting, Elks Lodge                                                                                                                                
TBD Devil Dogs Growl, Mill Creek Pub, Battleground                 

 
  

 

 

John W. Bailey (Bill)   04/25/1941           
Ronny F. Brandon   04/08/1946 

Stephanie M. Cathcart   04/14/1968 

David C. Engstrom   04/18/1958 

Michael R. Lehnert   04/14/1951 

Robert J. Rector   04/06/1938 

James S.  Strano   04/30/1946 

Richard D. Wolf   04/07/1938 

Lynn A. Bolte    05/03/1948  

Ruth A. Falconbury   05/12/1928 
Lee Dickson    05/05/1931          
Donald D. Newell   05/03/1952           
John F. Russell    05/04/1946     
Janet E. Spence   05/30/1959     
David W. Tanner SR   05/02/1955 

PUBLISHER’S  
DISCLAMER  

NOTICE 
 

The Articles  
published in this  
medium are the  

expressed opinions of  
the authors and do  

not necessarily  
reflect the opinion of  
any US Govt. agency  

or private  
organization.  

RENEWAL TIME 

Membership Renewals  

$30.00 Annually  by 31 August  
 Life Membership Fee:  

 17-35 years       $ 500.00  

 36-50   $ 400.00  

 51-64   $ 300.00  

 65 +   $ 200.00  

Make check/money orders payable to;  

CRD-MCL mail to:  

 John Stofiel Paymaster CRD-MCL 

6204 Kansas Street 

Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 

PAST DETACHMENT  

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

John Stofiel 1997 – 1998 

1998 - 1999 

George LaFranzia 1999 – 2000 

2000 - 2001 

Lynn Bolte 2001 – 2002 

Phil Ruhmshottel 2002 – 2003 

George Pobi 2003 – 2004 

Rex Hopper 2004 – 2005 

Keith Fitch 2005 – 2006 

Bob Rector 2006 – 2007 

Mike Wilson 2007 – 2008 

Jim Renton 2008 – 2009 

Wendy Baker 2009 – 2010 

Lou Baste 2010 – 2011  

Roger Rueckert 2011 – 2012 

Bill Hauser 2012 – 2013 

George Zeleznik 2013 - 2014  

Florin Zeviar 2014 - 2015 

Lucian Baker 2015 - 2016 

John Hudson 2016 - 2017 

Steven Slegers  - 2017 - 2018 

Pete Thornton - 2018-2019 

DEPTMENT Of WASHINGTON 

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

FROM CRD #826 

John F. Stofiel  
Philip E. Ruhmshottel  

Rex Hopper                                        
 Jim Renton 

 Bill Hauser    

Some people spend an entire 
lifetime wondering if they  

really make a difference in the 
world.  But Marines don't have 

that problem. 

Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 

1985 

"Uncommon Valor"  

Refers to the victories in World War II, especially at Iwo Jima, the largest all-Marine battle 
in history. Admiral Nimitz's ringing epitome of Marine fighting on Iwo Jima was applied to 

APRIL-MAY 2020 BIRTHDAYS WISHES 

Don’t you forget that you're Marines - First Marines!  Not all the communists in hell can overrun you! 
-Col. Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller, rallying his 1st Marines near Chosin Reservoir, Korea, December 1950 
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.               

 VA reports rising patient capacity, stable supplies and staffing 8 weeks into COVID-19 
emergency - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced it has maintained an increasing 
supply of beds for both Veterans and COVID-19 patients, steady supplies across the nation, and a 
stable staffing situation in the vast majority of VA locations nearly 2 months into the national     
emergency.            
  

 VA National Cemeteries to commemorate Memorial Day - The Department of Veterans’ 
National Cemetery Administration (NCA) announced today that it will commemorate Memorial Day 
this year with solemn wreath laying ceremonies.       
  

 VA accepts mask donation from South Korea to assist COVID-19 efforts, longtime  
partner and ally sends 500,000 protective masks - The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) announced today it has accepted a donation of half a million protective masks from the Republic 
of Korea to assist the department in combating the COVID-19 pandemic.    
        

 VA releases new COVID Coach mobile app - The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs        
announced the launch of the COVID Coach app, a new mobile app designed to help both Veterans 
and civilians cope with feelings of stress and anxiety they may be experiencing during the COVID-19 
pandemic.             
  

 VA enhances National COVID-19 Reporting Summary tool - VA announced today that it 
enhanced its National COVID-19 Report Summary website that provides a real-time look at the   
status of COVID-19 patients who have been tested to treated at VA facilities.   
  

 VA is participating in drug, plasma trials in fight against COVID-19 - The US Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced today it is helping 38 states and territories with their response 
to the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), providing care services and supplies to hundreds of 
non-Veterans in this time of uncertainty.         
   

 VA names Brooks D. Tucker Acting Chief of Staff -  The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) announced Brooks D. Tucker will serve as VA’s acting chief of staff effective April 30th, 2020. 
              

VA IN THE NEWS  
April/may 2020 

News Releases 

Any officer can get by on his Sergeants.   

In order to be a Sergeant you have to know your stuff.   

I’d rather be an outstanding Sergeant than just another officer. 

- SgtMaj Daniel Daly 1873-1937- 
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 Hell, these are Marines.  Men like them held Guadalcanal and took Iwo Jima.         
Bagdad ain’t Shit. 

Major General John F. Kelly 

Page 13 The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 

The Marine Corps is Forming a First-of-its-Kind Regiment in Hawaii 
By: William Cole of the Honolulu Star-Advertiser 

 A new “Marine Littoral Regiment” is coming to    
Hawaii - -  the first of its kind in the Marine Corps -       
represents a major shift for the service in the “great     
power” competition playing out in the Western Pacific 
and preparation for a high-tech missile war in the re-
gion. Instead of training for low-tech counterinsur-
gency missions and Afghanistan and Iraq, which defined 
the Corps for nearly two decades, littoral, or near-
shore,   Marines will become specialists in ship-to-shore 
capabilities in austere conditions to, among other 
things, sink ships at sea using missiles fired from       
unmanned vehicles that look like   bulked-up Humvees.                                                                                                            
 The unmanned vehicles will operate inside the range of extremely capable enemy missiles fired 
back at them while trying to move about quickly to avoid being targeted.     
 Additional Marine Littoral Regiments may be based in Japan and Guam, but the first Hawaii-based 
unit is expected to have 1,800 to 2,000 Marines carved out mainly from units already here, including one 
of three infantry battalions at Kaneohe Bay, according to Maj. Joshua Benson, a spokesman for Marine 
Corps Combat Development Command.         
 As an exception, most of the companies and firing batteries that will make up a littoral anti-air   
battalion will come from units not currently stationed in Hawaii, Benson said in an email.   
 Reflecting the  importance of the new formation, the 3rd Marines headquarters will be     
re-designated the 3rd Marine Littoral Regiment headquarters,  The Hawaii regiment has about 3,400     
Marines.  The new Hawaii unit is part of sweeping changes the Marine Corps wants to make over the next 
decade as it reorganizes its forces to deter war with either China or Russia, but win if it comes to that. 
 The naval expeditionary force wants to shrink its numbers by 12,000 (186,000 are in the Corps 
now), get rid of its tanks, leaving that capability to the Army; and specialize in the littoral.    
 Divestiture of traditional capabilities would result in a potential savings of $12 billion - to be reallo-
cated toward emerging threats posed foremost by China.        
 “The Marine Corps is at an inflection point, and we must change,” Commandant General David 
Berger told the Marine Corps Association and Foundation in November. The Corps is purpose-built for 
large scale conventional land-borne operations.  “Think Desert Shield, Desert Storm, Berger said, “We are 
built, ideally for 1990.”  The redesign of the Marine Corps, “is driven by China’s pivot towards the sea, and 
that primary front which they have opened up has renewed great power competition — and you can add 
Russia, of course to that equation,” Berger said.        
 “Advances by China’s missile forces means that “presumptive sea control is no longer something 
that the United States can relay on.  We will compete for it,”  The Commandant said.   
      (Continued on page 15) 
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50/50 cotton/poly preshrunk jersey with stain resistant finish w/Embroidered Logo (name optional) 
 

The shirt embroidery is done by Excel Designs 6019 NE 109th Ave Vancouver, WA 98662 360 892 8465 

http://www.exceldesigns.com/ 

Prices are based on a minimum order of 5 shirts per order. Please make your check payable to 
CRD826MCLand Mail to Paymaster John Stofiel 6204 Kansas St Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 indicate by 
letter described below and if w/name indicate spelling of same on the for line of your check and the        

COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
ADOPTED SHIRT FOR WEAR AT FUNCTIONS OF  THE DETACHMENT 

JERZEES® - Spot Shield™ 5.6-Ounce Jersey Knit Sport Shirt. 437M 

WITH NAME   A B   C  D 

Shirt  Small thru XL is 12.99     2XL 16.45  3XL 18.83  4XL 21.25 

EGA 09.75 09.75 09.75 09.75 

Name (10 Characters) 07.50 07.50 07.50 07.50 

 30.24 33.70 36.08 38.50 

02.54 02.83 03.03 03.23 WA sales tax is .084 

TOTAL COST: 32.78 36.53 39.11 41.73 
WITHOUT NAME E F G H 

Shirt  
EGA 

Small thru XL is 12.99  
09.75 

2XL 16.45 
09.75  

3XL 18.83 
09.75  

4XL 21.25 
09.75 

 22.74 26.20 28.58 31.00 

WA sales tax is .084 01.91 02.20 02.40 02.60 

TOTAL COST: 24.65 28.40 30.98 33.60 
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NO ONE EVER DROWNED IN SWEAT 
USMC(UNKNOWN) 



 

15 

Charles W. Bailey 05/31 - 12/14  
Noah D. Baird 03/95 - 12/13  

Daniel P. Brennan 10/32 - 05/10  
Cedric Bruns 04/81 - 05/03 -  Kuwait  

Harry Callicote 05/31 - 12/04  
Louis A. Claudio 09/47 - 01/15  
Lyle E. Cornwall 09/25 - 07/10  

Robert R. Costello 03/19 - 01/98  
Roger Dahl 07/17 - 08/10  

Jefferson E. Dean 06/25 - 12/11  
Robert E. Dean 07/23 - 03/14  

David W Dowdakin 03/25 - 04/16  
Theodore L. Dravis 08/32 - 05/17  

Adam Q. Emul 04-87 - 01/07 - Iraq  
Robert Fish 06/19 - 04/05  

Carnett L. Falconbury 2/28 - 10/18 
Robert Fish  06/19 - 04/05 

TAPS  

Gone But Never Forgotten 
Updated: 03/29/2020 

Kane M. Funke 06/84 - 08/04 – Iraq 
Fenton A. Grahnert 06/23 - 12/12  
Samuel P Grooms 07/39 - 08/17  
William J. Hendricks 2/42 - 6/18 
Walter J. Hicks 01/23 - 10/12  

William W. Hillgaertner  08/39 - 10/18 
Bernard H. Kendall  12/32 - 5/18 

Michael C. Leinweber 11/47 - 07/09  
Jack L. Lewis  04/25 - 02/10  

Charles J. Louviere  08/45 - 08/18 
Richard A. McKenzie Jr. 09/54 - 01/12 

Jerome Merrill 01/28 - 09/10  
Alan Miksch 10/51-11/01  

Gladyce Moeller 10/21- 08/12, 
Jeffrey A. Paullin 08/86 - 11/13  

Sherrill W. Parson 03/23 - 02/05  
Howard W. Pearson 03/12 - 03/96  

Jason D. Peto 01/79 - 12/10 - Afghanistan  
Lee A. Phillips  - 07/36 - 10/18 

Charles H. Quatier 01/36 - 12/08  
Harry Rea 06/46 - 01/12  

David G. Reis 06/75 - 11/04 - Iraq  
Philip Ruhmshottel 03/41 - 03/20  

       David E. Sailer 01/53 - 10/                   
Michael Scholl 05/85 - 11/06 - Iraq  

William Stofiel 04/21 - 12/98  
Robert D. Storey 10/28 - 07/95  
Blaine L. Turner 03/20 - 05/01  
Robert Vollmer 06/33 - 11/13  
Arlos Waters 03/20 - 02/09  
Fiorin Zeviar 01/37 - 01/14  

Richard Zoller 03/20 - 11/04  
 

 Marines take pride in our heritage. Every Marine knows the Corps’ motto: Semper Fidelis, and we’re all 
quick to correct someone when they call us soldiers or sailors.  
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Any officer can get by on his Sergeants.   

In order to be a Sergeant you have to know your stuff.   

I’d rather be an outstanding Sergeant than just another officer. 

- SgtMaj Daniel Daly 1873-1937- 

Clark County cleared to apply for Phase 2 of reopening 

The county needs to have no more than 10 new cases per 
100,000 people in the past two weeks 
Clark County -  Washington Governor Jay Inslee today announced that 10 more counties including Clark 
County, can apply for a variance, which would allow them to move more quickly to a second tier of a 
four-phased reopening plan.           
 Adams, Spokane, Mason, Thurston, Lewis. Callam, Kitsap, Jefferson and San Juan counties also 
made the list.     
 The updated criteria includes counties 
with fewer than 10 new cases of COVID-19 per 
100,000 residents over the past two weeks. 
 On Tuesday. The county announced six 
more people had tested positive for COVID-19, 
bringing the total to 412 confirmed cases with 25 
fatalities.  There were only five new cases       
reported over the weekend.   
 “I suspect, strongly given our numbers 
around our cases - we’re a low incidence county 
- and given our testing data, I’m hopeful that we’ll 
be able to move forward on this,” sid Dr. Alan Melnick, Clark County public Health Officer during a 
council meeting shortly before Inslee’s announcement.       
 The other criteria counties would need to meet in order to qualify for a variance include hospital 
capacity to handle a surge of new cases.  Clark County currently has only four people hospitalized with 
COVID-19, two of whom are in intensive care.        
 Counties also need to demonstrate that they have sufficient testing capacity, and the ability to  
effectively contact confirmed cases and follow-up with close contacts within 24-48 hours.  
 On Tuesday, members of the Clark County Council approved a plan to spend up to $9.1 million 
for contact tracing.  The council chose a slightly more expensive option which will allow public health to 
negotiate a contract with the Public Health Institute (PHI) to assist with the program.   
 “The Public Health Institute has these like, I don’t know if I want to call it a strike team, but they 
have these teams of contact tracers,” Meinick told the council.  “And it’s modular.  They can bring it up 
to eight teams, which would get us 72 contact tracers.       
 In Clark County’s case, the board of public health is also the county council, so any vote to ap-
prove applying for a variance could come as soon as this week, if the council chose to arrange an emer-
gency meeting.  We will all wait to see what happens and how close we are to getting things in Clark 
County back to some sort of normal.     
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 THE DEVIL WHISPERED IN MY EAR “YOUR NOT STRONG ENOUGH TO 
WITHSTAND THE STORM”. 

 

                      TODAY I WHISPERED IN THAT DEVIL’S EAR,                              
“I AM THE STORM” I’M A UNITED STATES MARINE! 

 Hell, these are Marines.  Men like them held Guadalcanal and took 
Iwo Jima.         Bagdad ain’t Shit. 

 

Major General John F. Kelly 
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New EAOB Regiment to stand up at Marine Corps Base Hawaii 
By: William Cole of the Honolulu Star-Advertiser 

(Continued from page 11) 

 Enter what the Marine Corps calls “expeditionary 
advanced base operations.” or EABO, a concept being 
pursued to distribute highly mobile Marines across Pacific 
islands and arm them with advanced missiles that can aid 
the Navy by sinking ships in contested choke points. 
 The “inside force” would operate within range of 
enemy missiles in places like South China Sea islands un-
der the theory that they would be hard to detect. 
 “Here’s what this means,” Berger said.  “Our peer 
adversaries need to perceive a bunch of small, mobile     
Marine units in their backfield with low signatures, bad    
attitudes and toolkits full of disruptive capabilities.”       
 Carl Schuster, a retired Navy Captain and adjunct faculty member at Hawaii Pacific University, 
said the Marin4es can conceivably cover a lot more Pacific territory with this approach.  
 “In a way, it’s a counter to the Chinese putting bases in the South China Sea,” Schuster said.  
“We may not have enough ships to cover the ground but we have enough fire power and a concept to 
cover that ocean.            
 The three-year setup plan for the Hawaii Marine Littoral Regiment foresees the use of the Na-
vy-Marine expeditionary ship interdiction system or NMESIS with Naval Strike Missiles that have a 
range greater than 115 miles launched from joint light tactical vehicles, including unmanned vehicles.
 The Marine Littoral Regiment “will utilize multiple small but long-range landing craft as its pri-
mary method of tactical and theater-wide mobility,” Benson said.     
 After the establishment of the new regiment, “it will immediately begin training and experi-
menting with leased naval craft such as the stern landing vessel and offshore support vessel while a 
more permanent fleet of similarly capable small landing craft are procured,” he said.   
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HERE 

This area contains only snippets of the vast history of our Corps & is not a complete listing of all events throughout our history for the Month 
“THIS MONTH IN MARINE CORPS HISTORY” 

We welcome all Marines and Navy Corpsman for community  
service, social interaction and camaraderie. We have      

members from all eras of service and lots of experience and 
community resources to share. Meetings are held at 7pm on the 
second Thursday of each month at the Vancouver Elk's Lodge 

upstairs meeting room.  
 

(11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.,  Vancouver, WA 98683)  

Semper Fidelis!  

            We’re on the Web at  

            https://www.mcleague-crd826.org 

Columbia River Detachment #826 
Department of Washington 

Marine Corps League 
15509 SE Mill Plain Blvd., #8 

Vancouver, Washington 98684-4644 

13 April 1847 Marines from the Portsmouth capture La Paz, Mexico. 

27 April 1899 A detachment of  80 Marines arrives in Havana Cuba, to guard the Naval Base at Guantanamo. 

25 April 1913 The Marine Corps Association is formally chartered: “For the purpose of recording and publishing the history of the Marine 
Corps, publishing the history of the Corps, publishing a periodical journal for the dissemination of information concerning 
the aims, purposes, and deeds of the Corps, and the dissemination of information for the betterment of the officers and men 

23 April 1918 The first Medal of Honor is earned by a member of the Marine Brigade when Navy Dentist LtCmdr Alexander G. Lyle 
moves through a heavy barrage and renders surgical aid to a wounded Marine 

9 April 1943 The 3rd Barrage Balloon Squadron arrives at New Caledonia. 

18 April 1945 Transport planes of VMR-252 make their first flight to Okinawa with vital supplies.  VMR-253, 353, and 952 join in over the 
next four days. 

1 April 1956 The 6th Marine Division is deactivated and replaced in north China by the newly activated 3rd Marine Brigade.  It consists of 
the 4th Marines and supporting units - all the remaining elements of the 67th Marine Division. 

9 May 1918 French units begin to relieve the 2nd Marine Division in the lines at Verdun, and the division noves to a training area in the 
rear. 

5 May 1919 The Marine Corps Headquarters moves to the new Navy Building on Constitution Avenue in Washington D.C. 

2 May 1927 Brigadier General Smedley Butler, his 3rd Brigade headquarters, the recently organized 6th Regiment, and VF-3M arrive at 
Shanghai to reinforce the 4th Marine Regiment. 

1 May 1939 Aircraft One (Quantico) and Aircraft  Two (San Diego) are renamed respectively 1st and 2nd Marine Aircraft Groups. 

8 May 1942 The 1st Marine Brigade arrives at Tutuila and begins building an airfield and defenses.  It takes control of the 7th Defense 
Battalion. 

13 May 1943 1stLt Kenneth A. Walsh of VMF-124 shoots down three Zeros in the Solomons, giving him a total of six and making him the 
first Corsair Ace. 

27 May 1945 The 6th Marine Division captures Naha, the capital city of Okinawa. 

24 May 1949 The 3rd Marines arrives in Hawaii following completion of its duty in China.  It is on its way to Camp Pendleton. 


