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Rivalry At Normandy 
By W. Thomas Smith Jr. 

 Sixty-years-ago, along a 60-mile stretch of France’s Normandy coastline, a combined 
force of American, British, and Canadian soldiers began streaming ashore as German artillery, 
mortar, machine-gun, and rifle fire ripped into their ranks.  The mission of the Allied force was 
to kick down the door of Nazi Germany’s Fortress Europ0e, and launch a drive toward the 
heart of Adolf Hitler’s Third Reich.       
 Overseen by American General Dwight D. “Ike” Eisenhower, the operation was - 
and remains to this day - the largest amphibious assault in history.   
 Since them, the question has often been raised as to why the U.S. Marine Corps did 
not play a leading role in the landings.  After all, the Corp’s raison d’etre was amphibious war-
fare.  Marines had been perfecting the art of the amphibious assault since the 1920’s, and be-
tween 1942 and 1944, they had put their skills to practical use at places like Guadalcanal, 
Makin, Bougainville, and Tarawa in the Pacific.     
 In the Atlantic, Marines had trained Army forces for seaborne landings prior to the 
North African campaign in 1942, and then landings during the same.  Marines trained Army 
forces for the Sicilian-Italian landings in 1943.  Marine Corps amphibious experts were on Ike’s 
staff. And most Normandy-bound Army units were in fact instructed by Marines prior to the 
1944 invasion.         
 So why didn’t U.S. Marines storm the French coast with their Army counterparts?
 First, the Marine Corps was then - as it has always been - much smaller than the Ar-
my.  During World War II, the Corps swelled to a force comprising six-divisions, whereas the 
Army expanded to 89 divisions.  The Corps’ resources were stretched thin, and much of its 
efforts were focused on the fighting in the Pacific.     
 Second, a deep-seeded rivalry between the Army and Marines was in full bloom: Its 
origins stretching back to World War I; the defining period of the modern Marne Corps.
 Following the 1918 Battle of Belleau Wood (France), in which Marines played a lead-
ing role, newspapers in the U.S. credited much of the success of the American Expeditionary 
Force to the Marines.  This occurred at the expense of deserving Army units even when re-
ferring to actions in which Marines did not participate.    
 In one instance, a number of newspapers covering the fighting at the Marne River 
bridges at Chateau-Thierry ( a few days prior to the Battle of Belleau Wood) published head-
lines that read “Germans stopped at Chateau-Thierry with help of God and a few Marines.” 
the headlines contributed to the Corps’ already legendary reputation, and the Army ws justifi-
ably incensed.  The Germans in fact had been stopped at Chateau-Thierry by the U.S. Army’s 
7th Machinegun Battalion.        
 Army leaders - including Generals George C. Marchall, Eisenhower, and Omar N. 
Bradley - were determined not to be upstaged by Marines, again.   
          

       (continued on page      )    
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 Greetings Marines!  Seems that brother 
Phil Ruhmshottel is beating down his unfortu-
nate accident and will be back in  action soon.
 After suffering a stroke, Jim Renton is 
now in Legacy Rehabilitation Institute of     
Oregon, 1015 NW 22nd Avenue, Portland, OR. 
97210 for rehab.  Both men need our prayers 
and encouragement.                                               
 The Devil Dog Picnic on June 15 was 
great.   Turn out wasn’t as many as previous 
years, but plenty of good food and sea stories 
were enjoyed.  We had a new member (or soon 
to be) attend.  Bob Pratt will be sworn in at 
our July 11, 2019 meeting at the Elks.  
 The upcoming “Heroes Night” at Costco on Saturday, June 22, 2019 
has the markings to show our colors and recruit new members.  We wull 
have information about the league, applications, Marine stickers and 
cards to interested Marines                                                                                                     
                       
     Upcoming events:                                                                               
2019 National Marine Corps League Convention in Billings, MT - August 
      4-10.2019      
 Department Fall Staff meeting in Yakima, WA - October 4-5  
              
      Semper Fi, 
      Lynn Bolte 
      Commandant 
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Marines take pride in our heritage.  

Every Marine knows the Corps’ motto:  Semper Fidelis,  

and we’re all quick to correct someone when they call us soldiers or sailors.  

 Thus, when America entered World War II in late 1941, the Marine Corps was deliberately  excluded from large-scale 
participation in the European theater.  And when the largest amphibious operation in history was launched, it was for all intents 
and purposes an Army show.     I      
 In the wee hours of June 6, 1944, paratroopers from the American 82nd, 101st, and British 6th  Airborne divisions 
began jumping over France.  Hours later, the first assault waves of the initial 175,000-man seaborne force began hitting the  
Normandy beaches at the Bay of Seine.  Five beaches    comprised the  landing areas: Sword, Juno, and Gold Beaches were 
struck by Lt. General Miles Christopher Dempsey’s Second British Army, Omaha and Utah Beaches were stormed by General 
Bradley’s First U.S. Army.            
  Between Omaha and Utah, 225 men of the U.S. 2nd Ranger Battalion were tasked with  scaling the 100-foot 
cliffs of Pointe du Hoc.  There, five 155-millimeter guns were emplaced in reinforced concrete bunkers.  As such the position 
encompassed “the most dangerous battery in France.”  it had to be knocked out to protect the landings.   
 When the Rangers began suffering heavy losses, brief consideration was given to sending-in the  Marines from one of 
the offshore ships’ detachments.          
 Those slated to go were leathernecks from the 84-man Marine Detachment aboard the battleship U.S.S. Texas.  On the 
morning of June 7th (D-plus-one), the Texas’s Marines began making last minute preparations: Wiping down weapons,         
distributing grenades, waterproofing field packs, and sharpening      K-Bar fighting knives.  Others were on the mess decks eating 
the traditional pre-landing breakfast of steak and eggs: A fact that concerned the Navy’s medical Corpsmen who feared they 
would be treating stomach wounds later in the day.  Those anxious to go ashore, watched the ongoing action from the ship’s 
railings. In his book, Spearheading D-Day, Jonathan Gawne writes, “Most of tese Marines had no combat experience and had 
only been in the Corps for a few months (the same could have been said of many of the soldiers who had just landed).  One of 
the (the Marines) commented: “This is going to be the biggest slaughter since Custer got his at the Little Big Horn.” 
 At the last minute, word was passed down through the Army chain of command that no Marines would be allowed to 
go ashore, not even riding shotgun on landing craft Ferring Army troops or supplies.  Rumors quickly spread that the Army 
leadership feared a repeat of the media gaffes in 1918.  They did not want to see headlines that read, Marines save Rangers at 
Normandy.  Consequently, the Marines were  ordered to stand down.”      
 Though little-known outside of special-operations circles, Marines did however play a few combat roles in the invasion.
 Prior-to,  during, and after the landings.  Marines assigned to the Office of Strategic Services (OSS) - the predecessor to 
the Central Intelligence Agency - planned and led sabotage and resistance operations with the French underground against the 
occupying Germans.  On D-Day, Marines helped pave the way for British and American pathfinders and paratroopers who 
dropped behind enemy lines.  Additionally, a handful of Marine Corps observers were attached to Army landing forces. 
 Offshore, Marines were positioned high in the superstructures of American warships in the English Channel.  From 
their lofty perches, the riflemen fired at and detonated floating mines as the ships moved in close to “bombardment stations” 
along the French coastline.  It was reminiscent to the Old Corps during the age of sail when sharp-shooting Marines climbed the 
masts and riggings and battled enemy crews from the “fighting tops.”       
 Normandy was indeed big, but the war itself was far bigger.  There was enough action in both the Atlantic and Pacific 
theaters for everyone, and everyone got to play.  But that failed to stanch the growing interservice rivalry between the Army 
and Marines.             
 Patton who also had been forced to sit out the landing, outlining his colorful albeit controversial vision of the future 
said, “The quicker we clean up this G** damned mess, the quicker we clean up the g** damned mess, the quicker we can take a 
little jaunt against the purple pissing Japs and clean out their nest, too.  Before the G** damned Marines get all of the credit.”
                   
-A former U.S. Marine infantry leader and paratrooper, W. Thomas Smith, Jr. is a freelance journalist whose work 
has appeared in a variety of national and international publications.  He has published his third book, Alpha Bravo 
Delta Guide to American Airborne Forces.         

1st US Marine wins the first Medal of Honor 157 Years 
Ago this Month 
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If you’re the spouse, surviving spouse, dependent child, or family caregiver of a Veteran or 
service member, you may qualify for health care benefits.  In certain cases, you may also 
qualify for health care benefits due to a disability related to your Veteran’s Service.   
                           

TRICARE: 
If you’re the family member of an active-duty, retired, or deceased service member, National Guard Sol-
dier, Reservist, or Medal of Honor recipient, you may qualify for the  TRICARE program.  
                               
TRICARE provides comprehensive health coverage, including health plans, prescription medicines, dental 
plans, and programs for people with special needs.  The Department of Defense Health Agency manages 
this program.             
        

THE CIVILIAN HEALTH and MEDICAL PROGRAM OF THE DEPT. OF VETERNS AFFAIRS:       
If you’re the current or surviving spouse or child of a Veteran with disabilities or a service member who 
died in the line of duty, and you don’t qualify for TRIDCARE, you may be able to get health insurance 
through CHAMPVA.  Through this program, the VA covers the cost of some of your health care services 
and supplies.  This is called cost sharing.         
  

THE PROGRAM OF COMPREHENSIVE ASSISTANCE FOR FAMILY CAREGIVERS:              
If you’re a family member caring for a Veteran with disabilities who was injured in the line of duty on or 
after September 11th, 2001, you may qualify for health care benefits and other caregiver support through 
the Program of Comprehensive Assistance for Family Caregivers.      
         

THE CAMP LEJEUNE FAMILY MEMBER PROGRAM: 
Did you live at U.S. Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune or Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) in North  
Carolina with an active-duty Veteran who was your spouse or parent”  If you lived in either of these plac-
es for at least 30 cumulative days from August 1953 through December 1987, you may have had contact 
with contaminants in the drinking water there.  Scientific and medical evidence has shown an association 
between exposure to these contaminants and the development of certain diseases later on.  If you now 
have one of the related conditions, you may qualify for health care benefits through VA.   
                                    

THE SPINA BIFIDA HEALTH CARE BENEFITS PROGRAM:   
If you’re the biological child of a Korean or Vietnam War Veteran and you’ve been diagnosed with certain 
birth defects, you may qualify for VA health care benefits.  These benefits.  These benefits may help pay for 
services needed to treat your covered birth defect and related medical conditions.   
                  
THE CHILDREN of WOMEN VIETNAM VETERANS HEALTH CARE BENEFITS PROGRAM:     
If you’re the biological child of a woman Vietnam Veteran and you’ve been diagnosed with certain birth 
defects, you may qualify for VA health care benefits.  These benefits may help pay for services needed to 
treat your covered birth defect and related medical conditions.      
                 
       YOU MAY ALSO QUALIFY FOR PHARMACY BENEFITS FOR SOME OF THESE CONDITIONS. 

VA Health Care Program for Spouses, dependents,  
and family Caregivers 
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Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s the Marine Breed 

Chesty Puller 
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 The American Legion secured a 24-hour guard for 
the “Tomb of the Unknown Soldier” 82 years ago 

this month. 
 

By:  Diana Stancy Correll, Militay Times 

 The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery has been constantly guarded for more than 80 
years.    
 On July 2nd, 1937, approval was granted for 24 hour guarding of the tomb - even in situations of hazardous weather 
conditions.  The change came following efforts from the American Legion for nonstop oversight. 
 The American Legion has played a significant  role in the tomb’s history.  When American Legion founder Hamilton Fish 
was elected in 1920  after World War I, he introduced legislation to remember an unknown soldier who was buried in France.  
Then-President Warren G. Harding dedicated the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in 1921 in the presence of Allied generals and 
American Legion members, according to the veterans group.  Incrementally, the tomb has received increased surveillance.  For 
example, the American Legion won a victory when it secured overnight surveillance for the tomb in 1926.   
         The 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment, stationed at 
Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall, is responsible for guarding the tomb. 
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 Lawmakers on Capitol Hill are asking for a review of the U.S. 
military’s plans to distribute forces across the Indo-Pacific in places like 
Okinawa, Japan, Guam, Hawaii and Australia, among other locations.
 Noting a “pressing need” to redistribute Marines from Okinawa 
in the Senate’s recent version of the annual defense legislation - law-
makers want an update on costs of the redistribution of forces in the 
region and an “assessment” of those forces’ ability to “respond to cur-
rent and future contingencies.”     
 According to the Senate’s version of the National Devense Au-

torization Act, details of “alternative locations for basing” in places such as Alaska, Hawaii, the U.S., Japan 
and Oceania, among others, should be included in any recommendations of revisions to the planned redis-
tribution of American Forces Across the Into-Pacific.       
 The new assessment of the U.S. military’s force posture in the Pacific follows a call for a review of a 
plan to relocate Marines to Guam made by outgoing Commandant of the Marine Corps General Robert B. 
Neller during a May Senate hearing. During that hearing, Neller expressed concerns about the availability 
of amphibious ships to move Marines to the fight.        
 Neller told lawmakers that high speed vessels could move Marines and gear around, but that op-
tions would not be adequate to move a larger force.  Marines would need strategic lift. But “you’d have to 
resources it and pay for it or you’d have to have ampibs. come from either Japan or the U.S. mainland or 
you would have to contract for it,” Neller said.        
 In December 2018 the Corps briefed to Congress its Pacific posture and force redistribution plan 
known as the Defense Policy Review Initiative, or DPRL.  That DPRL brief - obtained by Marine Corps 
Times through a government record’s request - highlighted that “further distribution of the force exacer-
bates a shortfall in Navy amphibious shipping and dedicated sea surface lift capacity.”   
 The brief also noted that “sustainment for Guam is a significant bill which must be addressed and 
balanced across other DoD priorities.”         
 The Corps is seeking to trim its nearly 20,600 Marines stationed on Okinawa in half down to rough-
ly 11, 500.  The redistribution is part of the Corps’ efforts to ameliorate tensions and return land occupied 
since World War II back to local Okinawans.  But the redistribution of Marines scorss the Indo-Pacific is 
also strategic.  Decentralizing Marines across the region complicates any attack by Chinese forces in the 
region.  Moving the mass concentration of Marines off Okinawa means China can no longer concentrate 
ballistic missle attacks in one region.          
 According to the DPRI brief, the Corps wants to relocate about 1,300 Marinew to Australia, 4,100 
to Guam and about 2,700 to Guam and about 2,700 Marines to Hawaii.  The Corps plans to have a total 
force of about 5,000 Marines on Guam by 2028.  The first Marines expected to start arriving by 2024. 
 The Navy and the Marine Corps have already sunk considerable investments into building ranges 
and facilities on Guam, Tinian, Pagan and various islands in the Northern Marianas.   
 The new force posture review in the Indo-Pacific region also calls for an assessment of the 
“Adequacy of current and expected training resources at each location” and “ability to train against the full 
spectrum of threats from near-peer or peer threats,” the Senate version also calls for host support. 
              

 Congress wants a review of the Corps’ plan to  distribute forces 
across the Indo-Pacific 

By: Shawn Snow & Todd Smith, Marine Corps Times 



 

7 

      
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Do you know a Former Marine or FMF Corpsman that might  enjoy  

Becoming a member of the Marine Corps League.  Bring them to a meeting  

and let’s help them get registered, and active in our Detachment.  

 

Columbia River Detachment Web Site: 
 

https://www.mcleague-crd826.org 
 

Like us on facebook at:  

https://www.facebook.com/Marine-Corps-League-Columbia-River-Detachment-826 
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“One of the first things I learned in the Marine Corps is that any military 

mission has to be defined as precisely as you can possibly define it, 

and then you size the force and equip the force to accomplish that 

mission without fail.” 
Lt. Col. John Glenn 
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CHESTY: 
The Story of Lieutenant General Lewis B. Puller, USMC   

By:  Theodore L. Gatchel 

 The Marine Corps is known for its heroes, and Lieutenant General Lewis 
B. Puller has long been considered the greatest of them all.  His assignments and 
activities covered an extraordinary spectrum of warfare.  Puller mastered small 
unit guerrilla warfare as a lieutenant in Haiti in the 1920s and at the end of his 
career commanded a division in Kora.  In between, he chased Sandino in Nicara-
gua and fought at Guadalcanal, Cape Gloucester, and Peleliu.   
 With his bulldog face, barrel chest (which earned him the nickname 
Chesty)’ gruff voice, and common touch, Puller became - and has remained - the 
epitome of the Marine combat officer.  At times Puller’s actions have been called 
into question - at Peleliu, for instance, where, against a heavily fortified position, 
he lost more than half of his regiment.  And then there is the sage of his son, 
who followed in Chesty’s footsteps as a Marine officer only to suffer horrible 
wounds in Vietnam (his book Fortunate Sone, won the Pulitzer Prize).  
 Jon Hoffman has been given special access to Puller’s personal papers as 

well as his personnel record.  The result will unquestionably stand as the last word about Chesty Puller.                    

 Members of the Detachment met at the 
Camas COSTCO on the 22nd of May to      
represent out detachment at this annual event.  
From 4:00pm until 8:00pm we shared             
information about our detachment and shared 
war stories with other Marines and Corpsman 
that stopped by our booth.   
 We made some new friends and got a 
good number of contacts that might be           
interested in joining our detachment and helping 
us keep the Marine Corps alive and well in 
Clark County and the surrounding   area. 
Thanks to all members that came out to help 
us. 
  

 
COSTCO HERO’s NIGHT 

GETTING OUT THE WORD ABOUT WHO WE ARE 
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Why Join the Marine Corps League and the 
Marine Corps League Auxiliary? 

 When you join 
and/or invite someone 
you know to join the 
Marine Corps League and 
the Marine Corps League 
Auxiliary, you do more 
than increase our ability 
to help America's veterans 
and their families; you 
could be helping that new 
member live a longer, 
more fulfilling life.  
 In recent years, 
U.S. populations have 
become more solitary, and 
more than a quarter of 
U.S. households are made 
up of  people living by 
themselves.  

 Sadly, research 
has found that 25 
percent of Americans 
said they had no one to 
talk to about important 
matters and social 
isolation may increase a 
persons risk of early 
death  
 The good news is 
that every Marine Corps 
League and Marine 
Corps League Auxiliary 
member has the 
opportunity to help ebb 
the loneliness epidemic! 
Most of our members 
take time to visit those 
veterans at VA  

Hospitals and Veterans 
homes. Our Veterans feel 
loved and appreciated 
when our members visit 
them and feel useful and 
connected.    
 Your involvement 
is key to the success of 
each one of our 
Detachments, Auxiliary 
Units and our 
organization.  It takes 
each and every one of us 
pulling together to get the 
important work done of 
serving our Veterans and 
their families, our 
communities, and our 
country.  

 

Jeff H. Barnes   06/01/2016 
Eddie E. Bogle   06/30/2014 
William J. (Bill) Cason  06/01/2003 
James S. Strano   06/05/2007 

Marine Corps League Anniversaries for June 2019 
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
Marine Corps League Auxiliary Meeting            1 Julne2019 

CRD #826, Marine Corps League Business Meeting/Gathering       11 June 2019 

Columbia River Detachment, Devil Dog Meeting         13 June 2013 

 
PUBLISHER’S  

DISCLAMER  

NOTICE 
 

The Articles  
published in this  
medium are the  

expressed opinions of  
the authors and do  

not necessarily  
reflect the opinion of  
any US Govt. agency  

or private  
organization.  

RENEWAL TIME 

Membership Renewals  

$30.00 Annually  by 31 August  
 Life Membership Fee:  

 17-35 years       $ 500.00  

 36-50   $ 400.00  

 51-64   $ 300.00  

 65 +   $ 200.00  

Make check/money orders payable to;  

CRD-MCL mail to:  

 John Stofiel Paymaster CRD-MCL 

6204 Kansas Street 

Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 

PAST DETACHMENT  

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

John Stofiel 1997 – 1998 

1998 - 1999 

George LaFranzia 1999 – 2000 

2000 - 2001 

Lynn Bolte 2001 – 2002 

Phil Ruhmshottel 2002 – 2003 

George Pobi 2003 – 2004 

Rex Hopper 2004 – 2005 

Keith Fitch 2005 – 2006 

Bob Rector 2006 – 2007 

Mike Wilson 2007 – 2008 

Jim Renton 2008 – 2009 

Wendy Baker 2009 – 2010 

Lou Baste 2010 – 2011  

Roger Rueckert 2011 – 2012 

Bill Hauser 2012 – 2013 

George Zeleznik 2013 - 2014  

Florin Zeviar 2014 - 2015 

Lucian Baker 2015 - 2016 

John Hudson 2016 - 2017 

Steven Slegers  - 2017 - 2018 

DEPTMENT Of WASHINGTON MARINES 

OF THE YEAR  FROM CRD #826 

John F. Stofiel  
Philip E. Ruhmshottel  

Rex Hopper                                        
 Jim Renton 

   Bill Hauser    

Some people spend an entire life-
time wondering if they  really make 

a difference in the world.  But 

Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 

1981—1985 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS WISHES 

Don’t you forget that you’re Marines- First Marines! Not all the communists in hell can overrun you! 

—Col Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller, rallying his 1st Marines near Chosin Reservoir, Korea, December 1950 

A Marine is a Marine.  I set that policy two weeks ago - there’s no such thing as a 
former  Marine.  You’re a Marine, just in a different uniform and you’re in a different 
phase of y0ur life.  But you’ll always be a Marine because you went to Parris Island. 
Sam Diego or the hills of  Quantico. There’s no such thing as a former Marine. 

      

General James F. Amos,  

35th Commandant of the Marine Corps    

Keith Fitch 06/23/1931 

Ralph V. Peabody 06/22/1932 

Steven W. Slegers 06/06/1947 

Steve K. Mitchley 06/24/1965 

Nona H. Mallicoat 06/27/1971 
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You cannot exaggerate about the Marines. They are convinced to the point of arrogance, that they are the 
most ferocious fighters on earth - and the amusing thing about it is that they are.  

Father Kevin Keaney 
2nd BN, 2nd Marines, 1st Marine Division Chaplain, Korea 

 

 

Marine Corps League 
96th Annual 

National Convention 2019 

Please 

Lodging & Venue 
Info. 

 

Lodging and convention 
venue for the 2019 MCL 
National Convention is 
provided by the Billings 
Hotel and Convention 
Center.  Conveniently  

located just 6 miles from 
the Billings Logan        

International airport and 
close to lots of great   

local eateries and        
   shopping.  

   

Activities & Agenda 
 

 
In addition to a fun-filled 
and informative agenda at 
the convention center, we 
will be offering a variety of 
additional activities 
throughout the   historic 
area in and around Billings, 
MT.  Registration for some 
activities is limited, so be 
sure to sign up early to get 
in on the best of the unique 
activities for the 2019    
Marine  Corps League        
National Convention.               
   

Local Attractions 
        
Ready for a Montana 
style MCL National 
Convention?  Our area 
is jam packed with   
history, from the Lewis 
& Clark Expedition to 
the famous Custer   
Battlefield.  Billings   
also has a wonderful  
selection of restaurants, 
from fast food to fine 
dining, as well as some 
of the top rated         
micro-breweries in the 
country. 
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 Any officer can get by on his Sergeants.   

In order to be a Sergeant you have to know your stuff.   

I’d rather be an outstanding Sergeant than just another officer. 

- SgtMaj Daniel Daly 1873-1937- 

VA IN THE NEWS  
JUNE 2019 

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) recently began partnering with the Corporation for     
National and Community Service (CNCS) to engage Senior Corps volunteers in support of VA’s Choose 
Home initiative, enabling older Veterans to receive needed homemaker and daily living support in their 
homes rather than move into health care institutions.       
 “VA supports Veterans who choose to remain home while receiving the care and services they 
nee”., said VA     Secretary Robert Wilkie.  “This partnership will help improve Veterans’ health and 
well-being and will aid their families and caregivers through in-home assistance.”    
 CNCS is the federal agency that leads national volunteering and service efforts.  Senior  Corps 
volunteers are a   nationwide network of service programs for volunteers age 55 or older who commit 
their time to a wide range of community needs.  CNCS mobilizes Senior Corps volunteers to provide 
moneymaker and in-home respite care services to eligible Veterans, so those Veterans can remain in 
their homes, live more independently and stay close to their families, caregivers and support services. 
 Homemakers assist with activities of daily living, such as light housekeeping and preparing meals.  
Respite care services temporarily relieve caregivers of their duties, so they may rest and return          
refreshed.             
 Through this interagency collaboration, which was formally agreed to in May.  CNCS is providing 
volunteer support services in the following five communities that are part of the Senior Care Choose 
Home Program:  Colorado; Las Vegas, Nevada; Missoula, Montana; Pittsburg; and San Antonio.  
 Senior Corps volunteers will receive training about Veteran-specific concerns, including suicide 
awareness and prevention, before providing services in Veterans’ homes.  Those participating in the  
partnership will also receive ongoing training on a variety of Veteran-related topics.   
  “Through national service, our commitment to Veterans is twofold:  We serve them and 
we invite them to serve with us said Barbara Stewart, CEO of CHCS.  “This new Senior Corps project is 
a unique opportunity to do both, helping aging Veterans to choose home’ while providing others with a 
second opportunity to serve.”          
                       
                           For more information, visit https://www.va.gov/healthpartnerships.   
           

 

VA partnership with Corporation for National Community 
Service supports older Veterans and their caregivers 
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TAPS  

Carnett L. Falconbury 2/28 - 10/18 
Robert Fish  06/19 - 04/05 

Kane M. Funke 06/84 - 08/04 – Iraq 
Fenton A. Grahnert 06/23 - 12/12  
Samuel P Grooms 07/39 - 08/17  
William J. Hendricks 2/42 - 6/18 
Walter J. Hicks 01/23 - 10/12  

William W. Hillgaertner  08/39 - 10/18 
Bernard H. Kendall  12/32 - 5/18 

Michael C. Leinweber 11/47 - 07/09  
Jack L. Lewis  04/25 - 02/10  

Charles J. Louviere  08/45 - 08/18 
Richard A. McKenzie Jr. 09/54 - 01/12 

Jerome Merrill 01/28 - 09/10  
Alan Miksch 10/51-11/01  

Charles W. Bailey 05/31 - 12/14  
Noah D. Baird 03/95 - 12/13  

Daniel P. Brennan 10/32 - 05/10  
Cedric Bruns 04/81 - 05/03 -  Kuwait  

Harry Callicote 05/31 - 12/04  
Louis A. Claudio 09/47 - 01/15  
Lyle E. Cornwall 09/25 - 07/10  

Robert R. Costello 03/19 - 01/98  
Roger Dahl 07/17 - 08/10  

Jefferson E. Dean 06/25 - 12/11  
Robert E. Dean 07/23 - 03/14  

David W Dowdakin 03/25 - 04/16  
Theodore L. Dravis 08/32 - 05/17  

Adam Q. Emul 04-87 - 01/07 - Iraq  
Robert Fish 06/19 - 04/05  

 

Sherrill W. Parson 03/23 - 02/05  
Howard W. Pearson 03/12 - 03/96  

Jason D. Peto 01/79 - 12/10 - Afghanistan  
Lee A. Phillips  - 07/36 - 10/18 

Charles H. Quatier 01/36 - 12/08  
Harry Rea 06/46 - 01/12  

David G. Reis 06/75 - 11/04 - Iraq  
David E. Sailer 01/53 - 10/12  

Michael Scholl 05/85 - 11/06 - Iraq  
William Stofiel 04/21 - 12/98  

Robert D. Storey 10/28 - 07/95  
Blaine L. Turner 03/20 - 05/01  
Robert Vollmer 06/33 - 11/13  
Arlos Waters 03/20 - 02/09  
Fiorin Zeviar 01/37 - 01/14  

Richard Zoller 03/20 - 11/04  
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CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS 
OUR OWN, MARINE BILL HAUSER FOR HAVING BEEN SELECTED AS  

OUR DEPARTMENT MARINE OF THE YEAR FOR 2018-2019 

Lewis and Clark Young Marines 

  

Best of Clark County—We were honored to be 
chosen by The Columbian readers as a Top 5     
finalist in the Best of Clark County competition in 
the “non profit” category.  We were up against 
some huge well established non- profits.  The   
winner will be announced June 30th.  We thank 
MCL for your support and votes.   

The Young Marines are still looking for a permanent place to call home.  We’ve had several offers, but either they 
were too small or couldn’t commit to the days and times we needed.  Any ideas or offers should be directed to 

Sean Langley at: admin@lcym.org.  There should be an article coming out in the Columbian on Saturday April 27th 
about our homeless situation.  Starting next Thursday May 2nd we will be meeting and drilling at Hough Elemen-
tary school in Vancouver.  Hough Elementary is a very temporary fix to our problem.    

No report submitted this month. 



NAME, MEMBER NUMBER 
 STREET ADDRESS 

    CITY, STATE, ZIP  

PLACE  
POSTAGE 

HERE 

  This area 
“THIS MONTH IN MARINE CORPS HISTORY” 

We welcome all Marines and Navy Corpsman for community  
service, social interaction and camaraderie. We have      

members from all eras of service and lots of experience and 
community resources to share. Meetings are held at 7pm on 
the second Thursday of each month at the Vancouver Elk's 

Lodge upstairs meeting room.  
 

(11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.,  Vancouver, WA 98683)  

Semper Fidelis!  

            We’re on the Web at  

            https://www.mcleague-crd826.org 

Columbia River Detachment #826 
Department of Washington 

Marine Corps League 
15509 SE Mill Plain Blvd., #8 

Vancouver, Washington 98684-4644 

15 June 1776 Captain Samuel Nicholas is promoted to the rank of Major.  Innkeeper Robert Mullan is commissioned as a 
Captain in Philadelphia and begins recruiting enlisted men from his establishment, Tun Tavern. 

21 June 1801 The government purchases land at the corner of 8th and  I Streets in Washington, D.C., for $6,247.18 for a site 
for the Marine Barracks. 

12 June 1805 Marines cover the seaborne withdrawal of Eaton’s force from Derna. 

18 June 1812 The War of 1812 begins when congress passes and President James Madison signs a declaration of war against 
Great Britain. 

12 June 1814 Captain Samuel Miller leads a small battalion of Marines from Washington, D.C., to reinforce American units 
guarding the approaches to the capital along the Patuxent River. 

14 June 1847 Captain Edson’s battalion assists Perry’s landing brigade in moving up the Tabasco River and seizing San Juan 
Bautista, Mexico. 

1 June 1857 During a rancorous election in Washington, D.C., Baltimore thugs (known as “Plug-Uglies”) come to the city and 
begin to take over the polling places.  A company of Marines from 8th and I Barracks restores order as Com-
mandant Henderson personally confronts a mob armed with a small cannon. 

14 June 1898 Two companies of Marnes advance two miles and defeat a larger enemy force at Cuzco Wells.  After destroying 
the well, the only water supply in the vicinity of the Marine base, the companies return to their camp.  Sergeant 
John H. Quick receives the Medal of Honor for signaling the fire support ship while under fire. 

30 June 1918 By order of the French Army, Belleau Wood is officially renamed “Bois de la Brigade de Marine” 

11 June 1927 Marines from the Washington Navy Yard assist in handling the crowds welcoming Charles Lindbergh after his 
historic flight across the Atlantic Ocean. 

27 June 1943 The 4th Raider Battalion moves by boat and overland from Segi to support a planned amphibious landing at Viru 
Harbor.  The Raides have several skirmishes along the way. 

19 June 1945 General Roy Geiger is promoted to Lieutenant General and designated as commander of the Tenth Army.  He 
becomes the first Marine to command a field Army. 

6 June 1951 The 1st Marines opens the fight for a dominating ridge north of the Hwachon Reservoir.  The division is      
engaging primarily North Korean forces during this period. 

25 June 1966  2/4 and 3/1 conduct heliborne assaults northwest of Hue in an effort to trap of Communist force.  The main 
fighting occurs this day, but the operation continues through 2 July.  


