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Overseas Trolls targeting veterans on social media 
By: Leo Shane III, Military Times 

 Foreign agitators continue to target American 
veterans through a complex network of fraudulent 
social media pages mimicking well-known service 
groups and brands, officials from Vietnam Veterans 
of America warned in a new report released     
Tuesday.      

 “Their goals are to perpetrate financial fraud, spread anti-American 
propaganda, manipulate the online public community spaces and sow discord 
by exploiting and inflaming national divisions,” the VVA analysis states. 
 “While their objectives also include election interference, their      
activities and their effects continue without interruption year-round and are 
not limited to political elections.”      
 The findings are part of a wide-ranging report on the influence of        
foreign groups on the U.S. veterans community, the culmination of more than 
two years of work by the group.  Author  Kris Goldsmith, chief  investigator 
and associate director for policy and government affairs at VVA, said the   
report should serve as a wake-up call for law enforcement and the American 
public.         
 “We ought to be looking outside the country at this problem”, he 
said.  “if someone stole technology from a defense contractor and used it to 
attack America, we’d be going after the people who did the attack.  But here, 
we seem to expect Facebook to be policing all of this and taking these sites 
down.”          
 Goldsmith first got involved in tracking the problem after discovering 
an unauthorized “Vietnam Vets of America”  Facebook page using the VVA 
logo and branding in 2017.        
 The site, run by Bulgarian “troll farm” active in U.S. elections destabili-
zation efforts in 2016, grew to nearly 200,000 followers in less than a year 
and mixed legitimate news stories with faded  reports and inflammatory com-
mentary, all under the guise o representing an official veteran service         
organization’s views.        
    (Continued on Page 9)    



 

2 

Greetings Marines, 
 Veterans Day is coming and we are entered in the     Veterans 
Day Parade on 9 November 2019.  We will have vehicles to ride in 
for anyone wishing to ride in the parade. The Toys for tots program is 
in the planning stages and we should be getting information about 
the needs for this year’s toy drive.  From what we have heard, the  
active and reserve units are slowly pulling away from the program.    
If anyone is able to help with just a couple of locations, please let me 
know and we’ll get you a list.      
 From the US Navy Cruiser Sailors Association by Jim Cozine;   
In the presence of Marines aboard Navy ships has a history going 
beck to the US Navy’s forebears, the British Royal Navy.  Since the 
birth of the Corps in 1775, Seagoing Marines have routinely served 
aboard Navy ships.  Traditionally Marine Detachments or MarDet’s, 
on Navy ships such as battleships, cruisers, and Aircraft carriers   
serving as security and even attack forces as well as in various naval-specific ceremonial functions.   
Towards the end of their presence, MarDet's were used to safeguard “special weapons”, a         
euphemism for nuclear-tipped missiles.  Typically, two officers and from 35-55 enlisted troops 
made up a Navy ship’s MarDet.         
 The Marines that served on USS Long Beach CGN-9 wee among the last to fulfill the     
original intent of the U.S. Marines.  That is, able men to serve on land or sea.  After                    
decommissioning of the USS Chicago CG-11 and USS Albany CG became known as “The Last True 
Cruiser” making the Marines that served on “The Grey  Lady” the last of a 200+ year old            
tradition  of Marines manning the guns of a US  Navy warship.  USS Long Beach was               
commissioned September 9,1961.  MarDet CGN-9 was disbanded September 4, 1990.  The ship  
itself was decommissioned on May 1, 1995.  It’s been figured approximately 1,000 grunts berthed 
in the belly of “The Long Beach”.          
 The last of the Marine Detachments went ashore from the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier 
USS George Washington CVN-73 on April 3rd 1998.      
 The Soldiers of the Sea monument honors Seagoing Marines who were detached on Naval 
warships from 1775 to 1998.  It stands at the Marine Corps  Heritage Center in Triangle, Virginia.
                      
Upcoming events: 

 Veterans Expo and Stand Down—28 September 2019, 0900-1400 at the VA (small gym)  
 Department of Washington Marine Corps League Fall Staff meeting - October 4 & 5, 2019   

Oxford Suites, Yakima, WA.          
               Semper Fi, 

  Lynn Bolte Commandant   

FROM THE DESK OF THE COMMANDANT 
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Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s the Marine Breed 

Chesty Puller 
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 Have a few fingers, a shoulder or an anterior cruciate ligament laying 
around the house that simply won’t fit in your dresser?   
 Well, today is your lucky day, because Uncle Sam wants your body parts!
 On Sept. 19, the Army issued an online solicitation calling for any reputa-
ble sources to lend a hand - or foot or thigh - to the Department of Anatomy and 
Physiology at the Army Medical Department Center & School at Texas Tech  
University for the purpose of training and tine tuning the skills of the Army’s    

current and future generations of combat medics.        
 Titled “Fresh frozen Cadaver limbs,” which is likely the name of a trash metal band somewhere, 
the solicitation asks for an extensive, grocery store-style list of human flesh, highlighted by those old’   
popular items we all know and love, such as “shoulder w/Arm w/Clavicle” and “Pelvis to Toe tip 
w/Sacrum.”               
 Oh, and the Army needs it immediately, with a deadline set only five days after the solicitation was 
posted.  Just like genuine students to procrastinate with their body parts until the last minute.  “All eligible 
businesses may submit offers for consideration.        
 But millions of dollars’ worth of offers.  Not even an eligible business like Ariel the Mermaid’s 
House of Body Parts can handle that kind of demand.  Those with spare parts around the house are en-
couraged to sue the contact information listed on the actual solicitation.      

Federal agencies partners to expand employment reintegration grants for homeless 
Veterans or those at risk of homelessness 

By: Public Affairs, Department of Veterans Affairs 

Washington - The U.S. Department of Labor (DOL), U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and U.S.            
Interagency Council on Homelessness (USICH) collaborated in August to successfully roll out the recently expand-
ed Homeless Veterans Reintegration Program (HVRP), which will help more than 18,000 homeless and at-risk  
Veterans secure meaningful employment and stable housing.      
 HVRP grants in excess of $48 million were awarded to 149 community organizations, serving more Veter-
ans than ever before.           
 “In order to stay securely housed, most Americans, including Veterans, need employment to support 
themselves and their families,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie.  “VA DOL, USICH and our community partners 
are dedicated to helping homeless and at-risk Veterans access job opportunities that aid them in exiting or avoid-
ing homelessness,”           
 Trough HRVP, eligible Veterans receive employment training, transportation, professional clothing, ap-
prenticeship o0pportunities, on-the-job training as well as job search and placement assistance.  VA can also help 
these Veterans access medical care and permanent housing through a partnership with HUD.   
 HVRP is the only federal program that focuses exclusively on the employment of Veterans who are home-
less or at risk of homelessness.           
 For more information please visit www.dol.gov/agencies/vets/programs/hvrp, there you will get more in-
formation on HVRP  and the VA Homeless Programs.        

The Army just listed an ad soliciting dead bodies 
By:  J.D. Simkins, Army Times 
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Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s the Marine Breed 

Chesty Puller 

ADJ/PAYMASTERS REPORT: John Stofiel – 
MBRS:  72 – 1-ASSOC LM -8 UNPAID MBRS = 64 PD MBRS DIV X 15 = 4.26 = 5 VOTING DELEGATES.  Read financial  
report. Motion to approve by Pete Thornton, 2nd Toby Clairmont; any member who desires a hardcopy of the report please 
contact the paymaster. 
SICK AND /OR IN DISTRESS: Keith Fitch – Don Cheney has Addison’s disease potentially lethal condition, treatable but 
not curable.  Keep Don in your prayers. 
REPORT OF OFFICERS: 
Commandant Lynn Bolte – Shared briefly about our National Convention, the banquet had about 550 people for the closing 
event. Attended some of the meetings which had good attendance also.  A lot of information shared. [Rex Hopper-one of the 
things Nat’l Board did was to require all committee chairs and deputy chairs to resign to ensure active participation by the 
chairs.]; SrViceCmndn’t Henry Lasch – none; JrViceCmndn’t Pete Thornton – I am working on setting up a recruiting table at 
Wal-Mart in Battle Ground; [John Stofiel – I was informed that Pete’s Detachment Newsletter which he submitted to the   
National Newsletter competition this year took 1st Place honors (Company size Det.) in the competition. CONGRATS  
Brother]; Judge Advocate – Toby Clairmont – No; JrPastCmndn’t Bill Hauser – No 
REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 Clark County Veterans Advisory Board: Alt. John Stofiel -  Therapeutic court meets every month at 10 AM this is for 

treatment option vs going to jail. They are still looking for volunteers as mentors for the clients.  The Veterans fund    
assisted 56 Veteran households. The Veterans Assistance Center received 594 veteran visits including visits from 53 
Homeless Veterans; the “Free” Clinic charged the fund $1,448.00 for two Veterans; the indigent fund balance at the end 
of May was $797,784.00. 

 Marine Corps Coordinating Council of OR/WA John Stofiel – Marine Hattie Kelley (96) was at Marquis Vermont Hills 
Post-Acute Rehab for medicine adjustment and home now; A 2nd ship USS Oregon SSN-793 Virginia Class nuclear sub-
marine.  The keel was set 7 July 2017; christening will be 5 October in Groton, CT, and commissioning is expected to be 
in the latter part of 2020, also in Groton, CT.  There are actions being considered to move the Christening to Oregon for 
who the ship is being name after; Our Treasurer, and LM of Det. 826 Dustin Janes, is under the weather.  He took a very 
serious fall and is not getting around very well presently; the 6thESB Ball will be on the 16th of Nov at the OR Convention 
Center, cocktail hour-1700, Ceremony-1800, Dinner-1900 and dancing to follow. Tickets-$85.00.  Waiting for the flyer; 
Marine T.J. Morgan of the Melvin M Smith Det. In Spokane, Dept. of WA was elected at National Convention as the new 
MCL National Judge Advocate. On Oct 22, 0730 – 1600 Tri-Cities Connect Veterans Workshop at the Three Rivers 
Convention Center, Kennewick WA. Open to all, need to purchase a luncheon ticket, no word on price, info to follow. 
Keynote speaker at luncheon will be Gen. James Mattis USMC (Ret). 

 Veterans Affairs Voluntary Services: Rex Hopper – The construction workers finally opened the turn around on campus 
on Tuesday; 1st of last month, the VA hospital financial group went through some changes which resulted in loss of      
personnel who were handling the donation monies… which resulted in changes needed at our end in the VA Vancouver 
Div. of which will likely take place soon. Golf Cart service is going really well, we have good rapport with the           
Transportation Director. 

 Community Military Appreciation Committee (CMAC): Bill Hauser – 9 Nov 1100 Veterans Day Parade staging area 
on Evergreen Blvd. Veterans Day Expo @ Hudson Bay High School 1200 – 1500. This will feature hot dogs, chips, ice 
cream and a series of displays and tables with items of interest to veterans and the community. There will be face painting 
and interactive activities which will help community members understand the role of the military; Sporting Systems is 
hosting a Patriots Hour 2nd Wed ea. month 0830-0930 Black Rifle Coffee, donuts and camaraderie. Social gathering 
opportunity for Active and retired LEO, active Military Personnel and Veterans @ 7415 NE Hwy 99 Vancouver, WA 
98665; 360-977-3808 dan@sporting-systems.com; 26 Sept Water Resource Center Medicare 101. 

COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT #826,  
DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

Elks Lodge #823 11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.  Vancouver, WA  98683-5203  
    MINUTES OF 12 SEPTEMBER 2019                         

OPENING CEREMONY: 1900           ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS All present. 
 QUORUM OF OFFICERS: Yes            APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP: None                                                           

CORRESPONDENCE:  None. 
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REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE:   
Marine of the Year: George LaFrazia/Jim Renton Absent 
Awards Committee: John Stofiel – No report. 
OLD BUSINESS:  
Need a member to fill the vacancy as our Detachment Chaplain. No volunteers at this time. 
Need a member to serve as an alternate on the Clark County Veterans Advisory Board. 
I was questioned about the raffle fund 50% to the member present; 25% to support our Dept. Cmndn’t going to a Nat’l    

Convention and 25% to the Det. General fund of which a motion was made, 2nd and carried at our July meeting.  Our 
Dept. Paymaster reported that we were the only detachment at this time that has opted to support the Dept. Cmndn’t 
with our monthly meeting raffle, this will be brought forward to our Dept. Staff meeting in October and we may need to 
revisit this action for adjustments. 

NEW BUSINESS:  
John Stofiel – Motion to donate $50.00 in support of the Pierce County Det. MCL who host the annual Mt Rainier Memorial 

for our 32 Marines buried in the S. Tahoma Glacier, 2nd Rex Hopper, Carried. 
Toby Clairmont has sought out 3 different locations for the detachment to meet in: (1) Kitchen Table Café Evergreen Kitchen 

Table Cafe- Evergreen 705 NE 136th Ave Ste.101, Vancouver 360-448-7840. Open until 1430 (No private area for   
meeting). http://kitchentable-cafe.com/location/vancouver-evergreen-place/ (2) Mill Creek Pub owned & operated by   
Marines Russel Brent 1710 SW 9th Ave #101, Battle Ground, WA 98604 (private area available) Birthday gathering    
annually; Hours: M-T: 1100-2200; F: 1100-2300; S: 0900-2300; S: 0900-2200; Contact: 360-723-5223  millcreekca-
ters@gmail.com; web: https://www.millcreekpub.com/about-us; (3) Battle Ground PD on the 1st floor Community Room 
same size room we are in now. 507 SW 1st St., Battle Ground, WA 98604 

GOOD OF THE LEAGUE:  
Lynn Bolte – We have made reservations with Post 14 American Legion for our Annual Installation/Award Dinner for 9 May 

2020, and our 245th USMC Birthday Party on 10 November 2020.   
NW DIV CONF 13-15 Sept. @ Fairfield Inn 8923 E Mission Ave. Spokane Valley, WA 
MARINE MILITARY EXPO- MODERN DAY MARINE 17-19 Sept. 2019 Quantico, Virginia 
50TH ANNIVERSARY FISH OF VANCOUVER CONCERT: Presenting host is Vancouver Clinic 1500 1st Presbyterian 

Church 4300 Main St. Vancouver Admission financial donation of your choice. Supporting FISH of Vancouver who started 
feeding about 100 families per month. 

THE FORT VANCOUVER LIONS CLUB with the Marine Cadets of WA, invites you to join your neighbors in proudly 
displaying the American Flag in front of your home. This program gives residents of your community the opportunity to 
show their pride and love for our country. In exchange for a onetime payment of $50.00, we will place a 3’ X 5’ American 
Flag on a 7-1/2’ white PVC pole. The Flag will be leased to the homeowner on the holidays shown on the web site.  See 
details & donate Link: https://fortvancouverlions.org/product/display-american-flag-2/  

VETERANS EXPO AND STAND DOWN: 28 Sept 0900-1400 VA Vancouver Div. Campus Gym 
ELKTOBERFEST 27-28 Sept. 1600-2200 Beer, Brats & Bands Vancouver Elks Lodge Elks Lodge #823 11605 SE McGillivray 

Blvd.  Vancouver, WA  98683-5203 
DEPT OF WA FALL MCL STAFF MEETING – October 4-5 2019 Oxford Suites 1701 E Yakima Ave, Yakima, WA 

98901 Reservations 509-457-9000 for group price mention MC League. 
LEWIS & CLARK PD 225 MODD 12 October 0900-1030 GROWL @ our Dog House. (Lisa’s Country Kitchen) 
CLOSING CEREMONY: Appropriate. 
MEMBERS PRESENT: (9) Lynn Bolte, Toby Clairmont, Keith Fitch, Paul Haber, Bill Hauser, Rex Hopper, Henry Lasch, 
John Stofiel, Pete Thornton,  
 
     R/s 
     John Stofiel, 
     Adj/Paymaster 
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Why in hell can’t the Army do it if the Marines Can.  They are the same kind 
of men;  why can’t they be like  Marines. 

General John J. “Black Jack” Pershing, USA, 12 February 1918 



 

6 

Page 6 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Karen Baste’, Jeanette Bolte, Patti Kuhar, June Lasch, Caroline 
Ruhmshottel,   Paulette Stofiel, Karen Wheeler.        
        

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Was read.  Will be filed for audit      
                                  
CORRESPONDENCE:  Patti passed around a Thank You card from Carol Smith for the donation to 
the President’s gift           . 
                   
OLD BUSINESS:   Jeanette ordered plates and plastic glasses for the Detachment Birthday Party.  She 
had plenty of plastic utensils.  The time for the party was changed to 5:00 to 8:00.  The unit will provide 
rolls and butter for the dinner.  Patti will precook the lasagna.      
                                                                 
2019 SCARF PROJECT:  Caroline brought the extra fabric that she did not have time to cut.  Jeanette 
will that the fabric home with her.          
                              
GOOD OF THE ORDER:                      
  - Jeanette read off an inventory of the box of shirts donated by Marie McCutchin for any 
    one who is interested.         
  - Hockinson Bazaar is November 23rd.  Patti will man the table.  Caroline will stop by if  
    she can.           
  - Vancouver’s Veterans’ Day Parade is November 9th at 11:00.  Jeanette and Patti will ride      
    with Ron  Brandon.  
  - Per June, the Historic Trust will have Hudson Bay open to military organizations after the 
    parade from 12:00 to 3:00. 
  - Per Karen Baste’, the Vancouver VA Liver/Oncology department is looking for gift cards.
  - Columbia Presbyterian will be open for people to glean from the rummage sales           
     leftovers.  Car online will collect clothing for Clark County Veterans’ Assistance. 
                    

UPCOMING DATES:                
9/28/19 -  Railroaders Swap Meet Battle Ground High School 
10/12/19 -  11:00 a.m. Birthday Cards & Brunch.  Karen Wheeler’s house.  4610 NW Daniels St,  
  Vancouver, WA 98683                  
11/9/19 -  Vancouver Veterans’ Day Parade          
11/10/19 - 5:00 to 8:00 pm Detachment Birthday Party.  Hosted by Bill & Karen Wheeler.    
  See address above.           
11/23/19- Hockinson Bazaar             
12/7/19 - Unit Christmas Potluck and Gift Exchange.  Time and location to be determined.  
              
       Respectfully Submitted 

           Paulette Stofiel, Unit Secretary   

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE AUXILIARY 
COLUMBIA RIVER UNIT  

Brunch/Meeting, 14 September 2019 
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“Hardness,” I was learning , was the supreme virtue among recon Marines.  The greatest compliment one 
could pay to another was to say he was hard.  Hardness wasn’t toughness, nor was it courage, although 
both were part of it.  Hardness was the ability to face an overwhelming situation with aplomb, smile 
calmly at it, and then triumph through sheer professional pride,”      
          Nathaniel Fick 

 A Marine Sergeant wrote this in response to an Army guy who posted a comment 
on a Marine Corps site that he was sick and tired of “Marine Arrogance.” 
 The Sergeant said…         
 “I think that’s what makes Marines special, if only in our own minds, is that elusive 
Quality of Esprit de Corps.  It’s the fact that we, as individual Marines. Don’t feel that we 
are individual Marines.  When we wear our uniform, when we hear our Hymn, when we 
go into battle, we are going with every other Marine who ever wore the uniform. 
  Standing behind us are the Marines who fought during the birth of our nation.  
We’re standing with the Marines who fought in World War I and gave birth to the legend 
of the “Teuful Hunden,” or “Devil Dogs”. We are standing with the Marines who took 
Iwo and Tarawa and countless other blood-soaked islands throughout the Pacific. 
 We are sanding with the “Frozen Chosin and our beloved Chesty Puller.  We are 
standing with the Marines who battled at Hue City and Khe Sanh and the muddy rice pad-
dies of South East Asia.  We are standing with the Marines who fought in Desert Storm 
and Iraqi Freedom and now are fighting in Afghanistan.        

 Like real brothers, their blood courses through our veins, and when we go into battle, we would rather lay 
down our lives than be a disappointment to them.  We carry on our backs their legacy, their deaths, and their hon-
or.  We carry that for the rest of our lives.        
 The Marine Corps uniform doesn’t come off when our active duty is over.  We wear it daily in our attitude 
and our love of Corps and country.  We wear it on our tattoos and our bumper stickers.  We wear it on our 
hearts.              
 It’s why, no matter where we are int the world on November 10th, every Marine celebrates the Marine 
Corps birthday.  It’s why we’ll never be an army of 1.  It’s why we never stop being Marines.  It’s why, for most of 
us, being a Marine isn’t something we were. It’s something we are.      
 It’s the most important part of who and what we are.  Some say we/re arrogant. We say we/re proud.  We 
have a right to be proud.  We are the United States Marines, the most feared and ferocious group of warriors to 
walk the face of the earth.          
 When America’s enemies formulate their battle plans, they plan on going around Marine units because we 
know Damn well, they can’t go through them.  We are what other branches wish they were.     
 We are the modern-day Spartans.  This isn’t bragging.  It’s written in the battle history of our country.  
When there’s a parade and the Marines by, everyone pays a little more attention.  Some say, “arrogance.:  We call 
it ‘Pride.”  It’s why, in a crowd of servicemen, you can always spot the Marine.  Why are Marines special?  I don’t 
know. We just are.            
   

Saepius Exertus, Semper Fidelis, Frater Infinitas, Often Tested, Always Faithful, Brothers Forever. 

Semper Fidelis! 

              
              
         
 

Marine Arrogance or Marine Pride 
(You Make the Call) 
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Marines take pride in our heritage.  

Every Marine knows the Corps’ motto:  Semper Fidelis,  

and we’re all quick to correct someone when they call us soldiers or sailors.  
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Do you know a Former Marine or FMF Corpsman that might  enjoy  

Becoming a member of the Marine Corps League.  Bring them to a meeting  

and let’s help them get registered, and active in our Detachment.  

 

Columbia River Detachment Web Site: 
 

https://www.mcleague-crd826.org 
 

Like us on facebook at:  

https://www.facebook.com/Marine-Corps-League-Columbia-River-Detachment-826 
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“One of the first things I learned in the Marine Corps is that any military 

mission has to be defined as precisely as you can possibly define it, 

and then you size the force and equip the force to accomplish that 

mission without fail.” 
Lt. Col. John Glenn 
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Every Marine is, first and foremost, a rifleman.  All other conditions are secondary.    
A. M. Gray 

THE FACE OF BATTLE 
BY  

John Keegan 

John Keegan’s groundbreaking analysis of combat and warfare. 
          
 The Face of Battle is military history from the battlefield:  a look at 
the direct experience of individuals at the “point of maximum danger.”  
Without the myth-making elements of rhetoric and  xenophobia, and 
breaking away from the stylized format of battle descriptions, John    
Keegan has written what is probably the definitive model for military  
historians.  And in his scrupulous reassessment of three battles          
representative of three different time periods, he manages to convey 
what the experience of combat meant for the participants, whether they 
were  facing the arrow cloud at the battle Agincourt, the musket balls at     
Waterloo, or the steel rain of the steel rain of Somme.  
 The best military historian of our generation.” - Tom Clancy 

 After refusing to censor the page for several weeks, Facebook officials eventually relented and shut it down.  
Since then VVA investigators have tracked more than 150 other similar overseas-based efforts on Facebook,        
Instagram, Snapchat and other social media and blogging platforms.  Most are connected to well-known Russian and  
Eastern European agitators and criminals. 
 In some cases, the sites appear to be scams designed to peddle unauthorized merchandise, a long-standing 
problem within the veterans’ community. 
 Investigators found one Facebook page titled, “Vietnam Veterans” and using pictures of VVA leadership   
officials alongside a group’s logo was being used by foreign administrators to sell merchandise supporting the      
election of Donald Trump.  Another, titled “Vietnam Veterans Advocacy,” used similar tactics to promote          
anti-Trump memes and stories.  In both cases, the pages drew followings of tens of thousands of followers, many of 
them real American veterans who may have confused the postings with official messages and group positions. 
 “U.S. veterans have a higher propensity than other subgroups of Americans to be politically engaged - they 
are more likely to vote and serve in public office - and they tend to wield greater political influence on those around 
them,”  the report states.           
 “Additionally, nearly one-third of the federal workforce is composed of veterans.  This makes the targeting 
of the Military Veterans population a means to jeopardize federal agencies ranging from law  enforcement and de-
fense to healthcare and food safety.”          
 Goldsmith said social media companies thus far have been open to working with veterans groups on the 
issue, but shutting down sites only temporarily disrupts the scammers’ work.  He wants to see more involvement 
from the FBI and U.S. law enforcement in tracking and prosecuting the foreign troublemakers.   
 VVA is also pushing the White House to issue an executive order “to protect troops and veterans from  
exploitation by foreign actors and to strengthen American cybersecurity.”    

Overseas trolls targeting veterans on social Media:  Report 
(Continued from page 1) 
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Why Join the Marine Corps League and the 
Marine Corps League Auxiliary? 

 When you join and/
or invite someone you know 
to join the Marine Corps 
League and the Marine 
Corps League Auxiliary, you 
do more than increase our 
ability to help America's 
veterans and their families; 
you could be helping that 
new member live a longer, 
more fulfilling life.  
 In recent years, U.S. 
populations have become 
more solitary, and more 
than a quarter of U.S. 
households are made up of  
people living by themselves.  

 Sadly, research 
has found that 25 percent 
of Americans said they had 
no one to talk to about 
important matters and 
social isolation may 
increase a persons risk of 
early death  
 The good news is 
that every Marine Corps 
League and Marine Corps 
League Auxiliary member 
has the opportunity to help 
ebb the loneliness 
epidemic! Most of our 
members take time to visit 
those veterans at VA  

Hospitals and Veterans 
homes. Our Veterans feel 
loved and appreciated when 
our members visit them and 
feel useful and connected.    
 Your involvement is 
key to the success of each 
one of our Detachments, 
Auxiliary Units and our 
organization.  It takes each 
and every one of us pulling 
together to get the 
important work done of 
serving our Veterans and 
their families, our 
communities, and our 
country.  

 

Lynn A. Bolte                9/28/1992          
Michael R. Lehnert    9/28/1992 
Nona H. Mallicoat               9/28/1992 
Roger Rueckert    9/28/1992 
Philip E. Ruhmshottel     9/28/1992 
John F. Stofiel                9/28/1992 
Andrew (Doc D) P. Didier              9/05/1998   
Charles A. Leidy                   9/05/1999   
Mike B. Pettet    9/05/2000 
Robert J. Rector    9/05/2000 
James L. Renton    9/01/2003 
David W. Tanner, Sr               9/01/2003 
Steve W. Slegers    9/14/2006  
Lee Dickson     9/29/2008 
Leonard P. Stonich    9/01/2008 
Paul J. Whitney    9/30/2008 
William “Bill” R. Arnett   9/29/2016

Marine Corps League Anniversaries for September 2019 
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
Marine Corps League Auxiliary Meeting        3 October 2019 

CRD #826, Marine Corps League Business Meeting/Gathering                 10 October 2019 

Columbia River Detachment, Devil Dog Meeting                   12 October 2019 

 
  

 

PUBLISHER’S  

DISCLAMER  

NOTICE 
 

The Articles  
published in this  
medium are the  

expressed opinions of  
the authors and do  

not necessarily  
reflect the opinion of  
any US Govt. agency  

or private  
organization.  

RENEWAL TIME 

Membership Renewals  

$30.00 Annually  by 31 August  
 Life Membership Fee:  

 17-35 years       $ 500.00  

 36-50   $ 400.00  

 51-64   $ 300.00  

 65 +   $ 200.00  

Make check/money orders payable to;  

CRD-MCL mail to:  

 John Stofiel Paymaster CRD-MCL 

6204 Kansas Street 

Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 

PAST DETACHMENT  

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

John Stofiel 1997 – 1998 

1998 - 1999 

George LaFranzia 1999 – 2000 

2000 - 2001 

Lynn Bolte 2001 – 2002 

Phil Ruhmshottel 2002 – 2003 

George Pobi 2003 – 2004 

Rex Hopper 2004 – 2005 

Keith Fitch 2005 – 2006 

Bob Rector 2006 – 2007 

Mike Wilson 2007 – 2008 

Jim Renton 2008 – 2009 

Wendy Baker 2009 – 2010 

Lou Baste 2010 – 2011  

Roger Rueckert 2011 – 2012 

Bill Hauser 2012 – 2013 

George Zeleznik 2013 - 2014  

Florin Zeviar 2014 - 2015 

Lucian Baker 2015 - 2016 

John Hudson 2016 - 2017 

Steven Slegers  - 2017 - 2018 

DEPTMENT Of WASHINGTON MARINES 

OF THE YEAR  FROM CRD #826 

John F. Stofiel  
Philip E. Ruhmshottel  

Rex Hopper                                        
 Jim Renton 

   Bill Hauser    

Some people spend an entire life-
time wondering if they  really make 

a difference in the world.  But 

Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 

1981—1985 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS WISHES 

Don’t you forget that you’re Marines- First Marines! Not all the communists in hell can overrun you! 

—Col Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller, rallying his 1st Marines near Chosin Reservoir, Korea, December 1950 

A Marine is a Marine.  I set that policy two weeks ago - there’s no such thing as a 
former  Marine.  You’re a Marine, just in a different uniform and you’re in a different 
phase of y0ur life.  But you’ll always be a Marine because you went to Parris Island. 
Sam Diego or the hills of  Quantico. There’s no such thing as a former Marine. 

      

General James F. Amos,  

35th Commandant of the Marine Corps    

Harold G. Westby 09/08/1936 

John A. Murphy 09/18/1944 

Michael B. Wilson 09/09/1945 

James R. Kenney 09/12/1946 

Michael C. Mannell 09/06/1953 

William “Bill” R. Arnett 09/17/1953 

George Pobi 09/24/1958 

William “Bill” A. Destefano 09/21/1959 

Kurt J. Kruandt 09/15/1961 
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       The vehicle that both the Marine Corps and Army have pushed 
to replace the decades-old Humvee as the primary transport for troops 
on the battlefield has reached initial operational capability a year ahead 
of its government schedule.               
 The Joint Light Tactical Vehicle program has bully fielded 
“battle-ready” vehicles to the following key Marine Corps’ schools:  
School of Infantry East at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina; School of  

Infantry West at Camp Pendleton, California; The Basic School at Quantico, Virginia; and the Motor 
Transport Maintenance Instruction Course at Camp Johnson, North Carolina, according to a Marine     
release.                      
 The vehicles also have been fielded to an infantry battalion at II Marine Expeditionary Force,       
according to the release.  I MEF and III MEF will begin fielding the JLTV by late September.  
 “The warfighting capabilities the JLTV provides out Marines far exceed the capabilities offered by its 
predecessor,” said Program Executive Office-Land Systems’ John Garner.    
 The Marine Corps purchase plan originally called for 9,000 JLTV purchases, or about 60 percent of 
the Humvee fleet.            
 That was modified about six months ago, said Barb Hamby, with Marine Corps Systems Command.  
“We are now replacing all HUMMWVs — 15,390 of them.  We will buy through to the early 2030s, de-
pending on funding,” she said.           
 IOC is beyond simply delivering trucks to the units.       
 “All of the tools and parts required to support the systems need to be in place, the units must have 
had received sufficient training and each unit commander needs to declare that he is combat-ready,” said 
Eugene Morin, product manager for JLTV at PEO Land Systems.        
 In February, Marines at SOI-West were some of the first to see the JLTV in action outside of test-
ing centers.  Fifty-five arrived between then and late May to the two SOIs and the Motor Transport      
Instruction Company .           
 The first operational unit to get the vehicle was 3rd Battalion, 8th Marines, at Camp Lejeune, 
North Carolina, in July.           
 The JLTV’s suite of protection, off-road mobility, modularity, and network capabilities exceed the 
Humvee and provide those assets in a smaller, speedier system that the Mine Resistant Ambus protected, 
or MRAP, vehicles developed to counter roadside bombs put into the fleet after Humvees were being de-
molished by improvised explosives in combat zones in recent 
decades.  But the findings did prompt some refitting. 
 The JLTV is made in two– and four –seat versions with 
four basic configurations - general purpose, utility vehicle, 
heavy guns carrier and close-combat version “provides less ca-
pability to engage threats with the (Tube-launched, Optically 
tracked, Wire-guided) missiles” over the Humvee according to 
the DOTE report.        
 “We are really at the starting line right now, Rodger 
said.  Welcome to the start of a new era.  The JLTV. 
         

 Here’s when the Marine Corps’ newest tactical vehicle hits the rest of 
the fleet. 

By: Todd Smith, Marine Times 
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 Any officer can get by on his Sergeants.   

In order to be a Sergeant you have to know your stuff.   

I’d rather be an outstanding Sergeant than just another officer. 

- SgtMaj Daniel Daly 1873-1937- 

VA IN THE NEWS  
September 2019 

News Releases 
 
VA receives highest accolades for service from J.D. Powers - The U.S. Department of  Veterans 
Affairs (VA) Consolidated Mail Outpatient Pharmacy (CMOP) initiative recently received the highest 
overall customer service satisfaction score in the nation for its mail order pharmacies.   
                                 
VA distributes video tablets deliver telehealth to Veterans - The U.S. Department of   Veterans 
Affairs (VA) was recently recognized in studies  by two independent peer-review journals - JAMIA Open 
and Psychiatric Services - for efforts to deliver trusted, easy access and high quality online health care 
services to Veterans with complex health care needs or residing in remote areas.    
               
 VA Secretary Wilkie urges Speaker Pelosi to support key legislation on Veteran suicide 
prevention - VA Secretary Robert Wilkie this week encouraged House Speaker Nancy Pelosi to pass 
bipartisan legislation to help VA build partnerships with community groups who can offer help to       
Veterans who are at risk of harming themselves.         
                       
VA to award more than $30 million in new grants to support formerly homeless Veterans - 
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) will award $30 million under the new Grant and Per Diem 
(GRD) program Oct. 1st, to 128 organizations to provide wraparound supportive services to Veterans 
who were previously homeless and at-risk Veterans secure meaningful employment and stable housing. 
        
VA releases Launchpad app to streamline health care access for Veterans and   caregivers - 
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and the Department of Defense’s (DOD)  Defense Logis-
tics Agency (DLA) entered into a strategic partnership August 12th to enhance VA’s supply Chain man-
agement modernization efforts.          
                               
VA announces upcoming awards of more than $400M in grants to help Veterans who are 
homeless or at risk of homelessness - Thousands of low-income Veterans and their eligible family 
members will continue to have access to crucial homelessness services as a result of $426   million in 
grants to be awarded under the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs’ (VA) Supportive   Services for Vet-
eran Families (SSVF) Program.          
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TAPS  

Carnett L. Falconbury 2/28 - 10/18 
Robert Fish  06/19 - 04/05 

Kane M. Funke 06/84 - 08/04 – Iraq 
Fenton A. Grahnert 06/23 - 12/12  
Samuel P Grooms 07/39 - 08/17  
William J. Hendricks 2/42 - 6/18 
Walter J. Hicks 01/23 - 10/12  

William W. Hillgaertner  08/39 - 10/18 
Bernard H. Kendall  12/32 - 5/18 

Michael C. Leinweber 11/47 - 07/09  
Jack L. Lewis  04/25 - 02/10  

Charles J. Louviere  08/45 - 08/18 
Richard A. McKenzie Jr. 09/54 - 01/12 

Jerome Merrill 01/28 - 09/10  
Alan Miksch 10/51-11/01  

Charles W. Bailey 05/31 - 12/14  
Noah D. Baird 03/95 - 12/13  

Daniel P. Brennan 10/32 - 05/10  
Cedric Bruns 04/81 - 05/03 -  Kuwait  

Harry Callicote 05/31 - 12/04  
Louis A. Claudio 09/47 - 01/15  
Lyle E. Cornwall 09/25 - 07/10  

Robert R. Costello 03/19 - 01/98  
Roger Dahl 07/17 - 08/10  

Jefferson E. Dean 06/25 - 12/11  
Robert E. Dean 07/23 - 03/14  

David W Dowdakin 03/25 - 04/16  
Theodore L. Dravis 08/32 - 05/17  

Adam Q. Emul 04-87 - 01/07 - Iraq  
Robert Fish 06/19 - 04/05  

 

Sherrill W. Parson 03/23 - 02/05  
Howard W. Pearson 03/12 - 03/96  

Jason D. Peto 01/79 - 12/10 - Afghanistan  
Lee A. Phillips  - 07/36 - 10/18 

Charles H. Quatier 01/36 - 12/08  
Harry Rea 06/46 - 01/12  

David G. Reis 06/75 - 11/04 - Iraq  
David E. Sailer 01/53 - 10/12  

Michael Scholl 05/85 - 11/06 - Iraq  
William Stofiel 04/21 - 12/98  

Robert D. Storey 10/28 - 07/95  
Blaine L. Turner 03/20 - 05/01  
Robert Vollmer 06/33 - 11/13  
Arlos Waters 03/20 - 02/09  
Fiorin Zeviar 01/37 - 01/14  

Richard Zoller 03/20 - 11/04  
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CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS 
OUR OWN, MARINE BILL HAUSER FOR HAVING BEEN SELECTED AS  

OUR DEPARTMENT MARINE OF THE YEAR FOR 2018-2019 

Lewis and Clark Young Marines 

  

Best of Clark County—We were honored to be 
chosen by The Columbian readers as a Top 5     
finalist in the Best of Clark County competition in 
the “non profit” category.  We were up against 
some huge well established non- profits.  The   
winner will be announced June 30th.  We thank 
MCL for your support and votes.   
        

The Young Marines are still looking for a permanent place to call home.  We’ve had several offers, but either they 
were too small or couldn’t commit to the days and times we needed.  Any ideas or offers should be directed to 

Sean Langley at: admin@lcym.org.  There should be an article coming out in the Columbian on Saturday April 27th 
about our homeless situation.  Starting next Thursday May 2nd we will be meeting and drilling at Hough Elemen-
tary school in Vancouver.  Hough Elementary is a very temporary fix to our problem.    

No report submitted this month. 
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244th U.S. MARINE CORPS BIRTHDAY BALL 
OREGON CONVENTION CENTER 

 

The Commanding Officer, 6th Engineer Support Battalion 
Takes pleasure n inviting you to the 244th Marine Corps Birthday Ball 

SAVE THIS DATE:  16 November 2019 
777 NE Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Portland, OR 97232 

Cut-Off Date:  15 October 2019 

 
  

Parking:  $10.00 Cash Only - Underground Lot 800 spots run by City Center Parking

Ticket purchase instructions:  We cannot guarantee tables, but can guarantee seats, and will work to  

Accommodate all requests.  If you desire to sit with a specific guest, purchase all tickets together, paid in full. 

We will not be able to return any funds if you are unable to attend.  Please make check/money order out to  

Marine Corps Ball Association.  Mail to or bring cash:  6thESB  6735 N. Basin Ave., Portland, OR 97217-3929, 

And we will take credit cards this year over the phone or using the form below. 

Inquiries:  POC GySgt Swan  503-286-3962 ext. 5412 or GySgt Bazar 503-286-3962 ext. 6020 

Cocktails: 1700-1800  Ceremony:  1800  Dinner:  1900 
 

Uniform: 

Evening Dress, Dress Blue ”A” w/Blues Trouser/Skirt or Service Equivalent 

Guests:  Formal Civilian Attire 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Name: ____________________________________________  Phone:_______________________ Email: ____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________ City/State: ____________________/_________  Zip Code: ______________ 

Credit  (Visa/MC)# __________________________  Name on Card:  _____________________________ Signature ___________________ 

Tickets Purchased For:               Indicate Meal Preference:  (Beef, Chicken, or Veggie) 

___________________________________________________   _________________________________ 

___________________________________________________   _________________________________ 

___________________________________________________   _________________________________ 

___________________________________________________   _________________________________ 

___________________________________________________   _________________________________ 

___________________________________________________   _________________________________ 

(ATTACH A SECOND SHEET IF REQUIRED) 
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Community Military Appreciation Committee 
750 Anderson St., Suite  C           

Vancouver, WA 8660 

October 2019 

Dear Community Partner, 

It is our honor to invite you to team up with The Historic Trust of Vancouver and CMAC (Community Military Appreciation 
Committee) in our community salute to our local Veterans on Saturday, November 9, 2019. 

As you may know, the City of Vancouver has a long and proud history with celebrating and supporting our military service 
members. (Actually, dating back to 1848’s establishment of Fort Vancouver.)  
 
Again, for the 33rd year, The Trust is running our annual Lough Legacy Veterans’ Parade beginning at 11:00am on Saturday, 
Nov. 9. In addition to our annual Parade, CMAC is partnering with the Trust in the hosting an open house immediately after the 
parade's finish at the Hudson’s Bay High School Commons. We are inviting you, as a local business and a veteran friendly or-
ganization, to join us in this event endeavor via staffing a booth promoting your organization. 

 
SNAP-SHOT  

 We will be inviting the community to attend a free Hot Dog, Chips, & Ice Cream Luncheon at the Hudson Bay High 
School's Commons. A "Come to Lunch" theme will be promoted.  

 Also, taking place will be inter-active displays with our Military organizations, local Veteran programs, face painting for 
kids, raffle giveaways, and many interesting activities. We will be displaying a map pinning where our local service men 
and women are and have been deployed. 

 We are inviting and giving our local Veteran organizations and Veteran friendly businesses the opportunity to manage a 
booth in the Commons that demonstrate their programs, banners, promotional materials; and if possible, names and biog-
raphies of employed Veterans.  

 Due to space availability and certain companies’ exclusivity contracts, we will have a selection process. Please submit your 
interest (application attached) by October 18, 2019.  

 We will have tables available. (Due to available inventory, plus as reassurance, you may want to arrange your own standby 
table.) 

 For community fun and your company’s promotion, we encourage you to have raffle giveaways plus family-friendly toys 
and activities included in your booth. 

 There is no charge (other than your time) to sponsoring your booth. Set up begins at 9:00am and taken down by 5:00pm on 
Saturday, Nov. 9.  

 For additional information and to participate, please contact Jay Williams, our Point of Contact, at 
jay.williams@comcast.net or Stephanie Collazo-Serrano at cmac11.secretary@gmail.com . 

 
 
Thank you, 
 
Your local CMAC Member 
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November 9, 2019 Veterans Day Open House 

Hudson’s Bay High School Commons Area 
1601 E. McLoughlin Boulevard, Vancouver, WA 98663 

 

      SET-UP: 9 AM *           EVENT TIME: 12 PM – 3 PM * CLEAN UP: BY 5 PM 

TABLE REQUEST 

  
Agency Name 

  

  
Agency Address 

  

Agency              
Representative 

  

  
Phone Number 

  

  
Email 

  

  
   

    Any Special  
         Requests? 

  

Other questions or concerns, please call Jay Williams at jay.williams@comcast.net 

The United States Marine Corps with its fiercely proud tradition of              
excellence in combat, its hallowed rituals, and its unbending code            

  of honor,  is part of the fabric of American myth.            

Thomas E. Ricks;  Making the Corps, 1997 
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Hell, these are Marines.  Men like them held Guadalcanal and took Iwo Jima.  Bagdad ain’t 
Shit. 

Major General John F. Kelly 

COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
ADOPTED SHIRT FOR WEAR AT FUNCTIONS OF  THE DETACHMENT 

50/50 cotton/poly preshrunk jersey with stain resistant finish w/Embroidered Logo (name optional) 
 

The shirt embroidery is done by Excel Designs 6019 NE 109th Ave Vancouver, WA 98662 360 892 8465 

http://www.exceldesigns.com/ 

Prices are based on a minimum order of 5 shirts per order. Please make your check payable to 
CRD826MCLand Mail to Paymaster John Stofiel 6204 Kansas St Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 indicate by 
letter described below and if w/name indicate spelling of same on the for line of your check and the        
Paymaster.             

JERZEES® - Spot Shield™ 5.6-Ounce Jersey Knit Sport Shirt. 437M 

WITH NAME   A B   C  D 

Shirt  Small thru XL is 12.99     2XL 16.45  3XL 18.83  4XL 21.25 

EGA 09.75 09.75 09.75 09.75 

Name (10 Characters) 07.50 07.50 07.50 07.50 

 30.24 33.70 36.08 38.50 

02.54 02.83 03.03 03.23 WA sales tax is .084 

TOTAL COST: 32.78 36.53 39.11 41.73 
WITHOUT NAME E F G H 

Shirt  
EGA 

Small thru XL is 12.99  
09.75 

2XL 16.45 
09.75  

3XL 18.83 
09.75  

4XL 21.25 
09.75 

 22.74 26.20 28.58 31.00 

WA sales tax is .084 01.91 02.20 02.40 02.60 

TOTAL COST: 24.65 28.40 30.98 33.60 



NAME, MEMBER NUMBER 
 STREET ADDRESS 

    CITY, STATE, ZIP  

PLACE  
POSTAGE 

HERE 

  This area contains only snippets of the vast history of our Corps & is not a complete listing of all events throughout our history for the month of September 
“THIS MONTH IN MARINE CORPS HISTORY” 

We welcome all Marines and Navy Corpsman for community  
service, social interaction and camaraderie. We have      

members from all eras of service and lots of experience and 
community resources to share. Meetings are held at 7pm on 
the second Thursday of each month at the Vancouver Elk's 

Lodge upstairs meeting room.  
 

(11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.,  Vancouver, WA 98683)  

Semper Fidelis!  

            We’re on the Web at  

            https://www.mcleague-crd826.org 

Columbia River Detachment #826 
Department of Washington 

Marine Corps League 
15509 SE Mill Plain Blvd., #8 

Vancouver, Washington 98684-4644 

22 September 1781 Major Samuel Nicholas is in charge of safeguarding the delivery from Boston to Philadelphia of a million silver 
coins, a loan from France to the Continental government. 

10 September 1813 Marines participate in Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry’s complete victory over the British fleet n Lake Erie, 
thus gaining permanent control of the western Great Lakes. 

16 September 1818 Brevet Major Archibald Henderson takes command as the acting Commandant of the Marine Corps. 

13 September 1847 Lieutenant Colonel Watson’s Marines participate in the battle at Chapultepec on the edge of Mexico City. 

14 September 1861 Marines and Sailors from the frigate Colorado row into the harbor of Pensacola and board and burn the    
Confederate privateer Judah 

23 September 1899 Marines from Baltimore, Charleston, and gunboat concord (PG-13) land with support of naval gunfire near 
Olongapo, Luzon. Drive off a rebel force, and destroy a large caliber coastal defense gun. 

28 September 1918 While flying with a British squadron, Lieutenant Everett S. Brewster and Gunnery Sergeant Harry B. Wersheim-
er become the first Marines to shoot down an enemy plane. 

3 September 1942 Brigadier General Roy S. Geiger and the command echelon of the 1st MAW reach Guadalcanal via a MAG-25 
R4D transport and assume control of all air elements on the island. 

19 September1944 The 5th Marines nearly completes the conquest of the eastern flatlands, while the 1st Marines presses deeper 
into the coral ridges.  Two light planes of VMO-3 ae the first to land on Peleliu’s airfield. 

24 September 1945 The 8th and 10th Marines and VMO-2 come ashore at Nagasaki.  The U.S> Sixth Army assumes control of all 
ground forces in Japan. 

8 September 1949 Annie E. Graham becomes the first black female to enlist in the Marine Corps. 

15 September 1950 In the early morning hours, 3/5 lands on Wolmi-do Island in the harbor of Inchon and seizes it against light 
opposition.  That afternoon, the remainder of the 5th Marines and the 1st Marines assault Inchon itself and 
seize beachheads by nightfall. 

29 September1966 Marine KC-130 transports land 1/3 and an artillery battery of 1/13 at the airfield of Khe Sanh, a Special Forces 
base camp southwest of the Rockpile. 

21 September 1970 A Combined Action Force headquarters in Chu Lai is deactivated.  The remaining CAP units, under 2nd Com-
bined Action Group, now consist of 600 Marines and corpsmen and operate solely in Quang Nam Province. 


