
 

1 

From the Desk of the 
Commandant 

2 

MCL Auxiliary Minutes 3 

VA Teams up with 
Walgreens 

4 

In Memory of those who 
died for our country 

5 

Lewis and Clark Young  
Marines 

6 

MCL Meeting Minutes 7 

Detachment Needs 8 

The Passing of a Hero 9 

MCL Anniversaries 10 

MCL Birthdays 11 

First to Fight -            
Book Review 

12 

College Credit for Military 
Service Easier to get 

13 

Marines of the OSS in 
World War II 

14 

MCL Paymasters  
Report 

15 

Remains of USS Utah 
Marine Killed on 7 Dec, 

16 

Better VA Customer     
Service on the Horizon 

17 

This Month in Marine 
Corps History 

18 

Columbia River Detachment #826 
Department of Washington, Marine Corps League Est. 28 September, 1992  
Send all Correspondence to: 15509 SE Mill Plain Blvd, #8, Vancouver, WA 98684-4644 

Non-Profit: Ein: 91-1647649 Secretary of State: Ubi# 60149220                                 http://marinecorpsleaguev.wix.com/crdmcl826  

Newsletter Editor—Marine Pete Thornton 

William A. Hauser, Detachment Commandant Volume 7,   

August 2018 

Meeting 2nd Thurs of Each Month: 1900 @ Elks Lodge 823, 11605 SE McGillivray Blvd. Vancouver WA 98683-5203 

Marine Veteran promoted to Sergeant 73 Years Later 
By:  Yihyun Jeong, the (Nashville) Tennessean via AP 
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CLARKSVILLE, Tenn.  Cpl. Edgar Harrell floated in the shark-infested 
Pacific Ocean for four-and-a-half days.      
 He swam aimlessly in the salt water—mixed heavily with black 
oil and blood—with a group of 80 other men who had jumped off the 
fiery USS Indianapolis after it had been torpedoed by the Japanese during 
the closing months of World War II.     
 It was July 30,1945, and it was 110 degrees.  They had no wa-
ter.  Dehydration left their lips covered with sores and their tongues 
swollen.  By the afternoon of the third day, the group had dwindled to 

just 17 men.  Shark fins and the torsos of those they had killed surrounded them.  One would scream each 
time as they were pulled under, just for unrecognizable parts to bob back to the surface.  Harrell prayed 
continually.  Ultimately, Harrell was among the only 317 of the 1,196 men on board to survive, making the 
incident the single largest loss of life from a single ship in the U.S. Navy’s history.  But there was no fanfare 
when the men returned from the Pacific.  The U.S. government kept quiet about the Indianapolis until August 
15th in order to guarantee that the tragedy would be overshadowed by President Harry Truman’s announce-
ment that Japan had surrendered.  Harrell spent months in the hospital recovering from a perforated appen-
dix.  He thought of how he had been promoted to sergeant on the ship, but it hadn’t been official.  Docu-
ments were lost, along with the ships wreckage.  He hadn’t been awarded the three chevrons indicating his 
new rank.  No matter, he had thought,  Men had died and he had to tell their story.  
 Harrell, now 93 and living in Clarksville, sat inside Calvary Bible Church in Joelton and thought of 
those men once again.  “I can’t tell the story without reliving it somewhat,”  he said in an interview with USA 
Today Network - Tennessee.  “I’m an old man today, but the good Lord is still watching over me.  I hope I 
have some more time to go and tell this story.”        
 The church, where Harrell’s son, David, is a pastor, was filled with his family and friends dressed 
for a special occasion,  They had gathered for something that’s been long overdue:  Harrell’s official promo-
tion.  And in a moment, the three chevrons were at last pinned to Harrell’s jacket.  The now Sergeant turned 
to look at the group who stood and clapped for him.  “Stay faithful,”  he said simply, touching on his faith that 
he credits to have saved him at sea.  His “little” brother, Bill Harrell, who towers over Edgar Harrell’s small 
frame, made his way to the front and embraced his brother.  “I’m so proud of you,” he whispered.  He was 
just as proud as he had felt when he saw his brother return decades ago.  Then just 8-years-old, the younger 
Harrell sat with their father and mother as they listened to Gabriel Heatter, a radio news commentator fa-
mous for his uplifting broadcasts during the war, report that the Indianapolis had 
sunk.  Soon after, they received a telegram that his brother was missing.  “We 
stayed glued to the radio for days to hear what had happened to Edgar.  When we 
eventually found out he had survived, it was incredible,” Bill Harrell told the USA 
Today Network—Tennessee.  “To go through that and to see him standing here 
with this recognition is beyond words.” Harrell has written a book about his 
terrifying first hand account of the Indianapolis.  He’s shared his story with anyone 
who asks, still continuing his promise to remember those who died.  They were 
on a mission so secret that the ship’s company didn’t know what their orders 
were: Carrying parts for the bombs to be dropped on Japan.  Harrell speaks to 
groups today insuring that the memory of his ship and his shipmates are never 
forgotten.  “I am very honored; its an honor for me to live and tell of the tragedy 
that all of those 880 boys had to experience for the freedom America has today,” 
he said.       
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 Jarhead Java has 
teamed up with the Marine 
Corps League! Jarhead Java 
has a new shopping page and 
is offering FREE SHIPPING! 
Please go to jarheadjava.com  
and select the flat rate box  
containing the items you  
desire, and then use the  
coupon code MCL at checkout 
for FREE SHIPPING! We will 
then make a cash donation for 
each order placed using that 

code to the Marine Corps 
League - this as well as our 
regular donation of 50% of 
profits to the Semper Fi 
Fund/America's Fund to  
support our wounded heroes 
from ALL branches of our mili-
tary. Jarhead Java is 100% Co-
lombian Arabica - "BOLD 
ROAST" - coffee.  
 
Great coffee for a great cause! 
    

FROM THE DESK OF THE COMMANDANT 

Jarhead Java 

IMPORTANT— OUR NEXT GATHERING WILL BE   
13 September 2018,  AT THE ELKS CLUB, VANCOUVER. 
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Greetings Marines,         
 I hope you’re all doing well.  I’m guessing that by now you’ve heard  about the car wash but if 
not we’ve had to reschedule.  We just couldn’t come up with number of people needed without 
outside help.  Right now we are looking at September 29 pending approval by the owner of the car 
wash.  Look at your calendar and let Marine Brandon know if you can help out.  If you can’t do that 
just mail your donation to the Detachment to our Paymaster Wendy Baker.    
 Membership renewals are due by August 31st so if you haven’t renewed your membership 
for the coming year get a check in the mail to our paymaster ASAP.  If you have any questions about 
your membership contact our Paymaster (contact  information                                                      
is on the website).  You may want to consider becoming a Paid Life                                          
Member so you don’t have to worry about  sending in a check every                                          
year.              
 If your interested in attending the 6th ESP Marine Corps                                               
Birthday Ball on November 17th at the Vancouver Hilton ($70.00)             
contact Marine John Stofiel.  Once again we will be having our own                                             
Marine Corps  Birthday Dinner and should have the date, location                                               
and price in the next newsletter.                                                                                                  
 Veterans Day Parade is Saturday, November the 10th this                                              
year.  Indoor ceremony starts at 9:30 am with the parade following at                                              
11:00 am.  Plan to come down and join us.  We should have some                                                     
vehicles for anyone needing a ride.  More Information next month.     
                    Semper Fi.         
                                      Bill         
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MARINE CORPS LEAGUE AUXILIARY 
COLUMBIA RIVER UNIT  

CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS 
OUR OWN, MARINE BILL HAUSER FOR HAVING BEEN SELECTED AS  

OUR DEPARTMENT MARINE OF THE YEAR FOR 2018-2019 
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In attendance:  Jeanette Bolte, Karen Baste’, Patti Kuhar, June Lasch, Chris McDonald, Paulie Stofiel,  
Karen Wheeler, and guest Bibbi Lee. 
 
Patti read the treasurer’s report and it was filed for audit.  Our expenses were donations to Child Protective 
Services, Windhaven Horse Therapeutic Riding, VA Patient Clothing, MCLA National HQ Project, and the 
purchase of another case of Patriotic Bracelets.  Patti filed with the state and the IRS to maintain our non-
profit status.  Patti will be attending a meeting about a Christmas Tree fundraiser through Divine   
Consign.  She has many questions for them and will report back to us. 
 
Wendy Baker and Bill Hauser joined us from the Detachment.  Wendy presented our Unit with a check for 
half of the profits from the Gee Creek Rest Stop Fundraiser, for which we supplied lots of cookies and 
helped man.  Bill  presented letters of appreciation to several of us ladies for our help. 
 
Jeanette passed around several thank you letters and cards for everyone to read.  They include: from the 
Lewis and Clark Young Marines, Wreaths Across America, two from the VA Vancouver Medical center, 
Lisa Shimer, and one of the Volcano A’s Model A Club for their donation of 4 big bags of sweat pants for 
the VA patients. 
 
Jeanette passed around pictures from the Devil Dog Picnic. 
 
Karen Wheeler spoke about the Veterans Resource Center at Clark College.  They have many helpful  
programs for vets.  It is a very worthwhile place to volunteer and we might seriously think about a  
donation. 
 
Next brunch/meeting will be September 15, 2018 at 11:00 AM at Lisa’s Country Kitchen. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jeanette Bolte, President 

Marine Corps League Auxiliary 
Columbia River Unit 

Brunch/Meeting, August 11, 2918 
Lisa/s Country Kitchen 

 

Skyler goes 
back to Camp 
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Washington— As part of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs’ (VA) efforts to improve care coordination for 
Veterans, the department is working with pharmacy services provider Walgreens to coordinate patient and phar-
maceutical care for VA-enrolled patients. 

 With the click of a button, VA providers will be able to see the entire medication and immunization history 
of VA-enrolled patients who receive their prescriptions and immunization needs at Walgreens. 

 “This arrangement is the first of its kind and it’s a strong collaboration.” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie.  
“Partnerships like this will help VA continue to improve the way we care for Veterans.” 

 As it expands its community care program, VA actively refines its ability to track medications prescribed by 
community providers.  Prior to the arrangement, VA providers would ask patients to inform them about medica-
tions filled at Walgreens.  With the VA-Walgreens exchange, VA providers can now easily view medications di-
rectly that are prescribed to VA-enrolled patients by community providers and filled at Walgreens pharmacies. 

 For the past five years, VA and Walgreens have partnered to provide flu shots at no cost for enrolled Vet-
erans, improving vaccination rates and access to immunizations. 

 VA exchanges standards-based medical information securely and electronically with participating commu-
nity health care partners such as Walgreens, to ensure the best possible care coordination and medication man-
agement.  Currently VA exchanges health information with over 170 community health care partners, representing 
1,288 hospitals, 537 Federally Qualified Health Centers, 261 nursing homes, 8,649 pharmacies (including over 
8,000 Walgreens pharmacies)  and over 22,431 clinics. 

Additional information about the VA Health Information Exchange Program can be                                   
found at www.va.gov/vier. 

Marine Corps Quiz 

Department of  Veterans Affairs and Walgreens collaborate to 
improve care coordination for Veterans 

5. What famous photographer captured 4 U.S. Marines and 1 Navy          
        Corpsman raising the flag over Mt. Suribachi on Iwo Jima? 
   ________________________________ 

 

6. Where was the last major battle of WWII in the Pacific for Marines?  

   ________________________________ 

7.     In what year were Women first allowed to enlist in the Marine Corps? 

 

   ________________________________ 

 
8.     What does the acronym “JJDIDTIEBUCKLE” represent?  
   ________________________________ 

Correct  Answers: on page  9    
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1. True or false:  The Marines were held back at the invasion of 
Normandy on “D” Day?               
   _________________________                    

          
2. What famous Marine Corps fighter pilot also became the first 

American to orbit the earth?   
   _________________________ 

 
3. Where did the first amphibious landing occur? 

   _________________________ 

  
4. What is the name of the Marine Corps Band? 

   _________________________
  

 Any officer can get by on his Sergeants.   

In order to be a Sergeant you have to know your stuff.   

I’d rather be an outstanding Sergeant than  

just another officer. 
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One day, you’ll get out of the Marine Corps; you’ll put your uniform up, but you’ll never not be a Marine. 

John F. Kelly 

DEDICATED IN MEMORY OF THOSE WHO DIED IN DEFENSE OF OUR COUNTRY. 

By Marine John Stofiel 

13 August 2018 “Never Forgotten Program” hosted by the Patriot Guard of SW Washington presents a new 

program to Honor our Fallen on the Anniversary of when those Warriors gave the ultimate price for 

Us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nestled amongst some tall Old Oak trees on Ft. Vancouver is the Clark County Veterans Memorial honoring all of our 

 Fallen Warriors of Clark County where we came together on the 14th Anniversary when  

LCpl Kane M Funke gave his all. 
 

I arose early this morning to a nice cool morning, not what was predicted by our famous weathermen of the 

 great Pacific Northwest.  I arrived early at our Memorial on Ft. Vancouver so I relaxed in my car in the parking 

lot with some good, relaxing country music and a cool breeze coming through the windows of my chariot, 

contemplating my time in our beloved Corps, life in general while watching two Patriot Guards (volunteering 

personal time) posting our American Colors around the memorial and posting a picture of LCpl Funke I was 

very appreciative that we really do not forget, even though we may have never personally met this Marine we  

walked where he walked we had been there serving God, Family and Corps… yet another beautiful moment in 

time on this earth… Thank you Patriot Guards for who you are and carrying the torch forward. 
 

Special appreciation to Marine John Posey Member CRD/PATRIOT GUARD for taking action and making this 

new program move forward… and for the invite to our Corps Family. 
 

The family was presented with a Memorial Plaque and shared with us about Kane… and were extremely 

appreciative of the time we all took out of our day… 

 

 

 

 

 

        

            A MOMENT IN TIME…    TO REMEMBER... 



 

6 

Lewis and Clark Young Marines 
Today’s Youth—Tomorrow’s Leaders 
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Our first battalion encampment in 12 years!  We heard com-
ments like “Best encampment EVER!” not just from the 
Young Marines but from the staff as well.  It was hot but 
amazing. 
In a message to the staff:   “I have to tell you, without a 
doubt, that was my single most enjoyable encampment with 
LCYM.  While others may have had a more “exciting training 
schedule, none other had the camaraderie among you that I 
saw this weekend among you that I saw this weekend and 
while preparing for jump-off.  I am so proud of what we do 
for our kids and your part in it” - Mr. Sean Langley, LCYM 
Executive Officer (aka “Charlie Two”) 

26 august 2018 
Drill at Murray Farm, Woodland 

YM isn't jusy about COD and PT.  Its also about enriching 
the lives of our youth. We held our drill at Murray Farm.  
Our YMs had a ball playing on the HUGE slip and slide, the 
rope swing, trampoline, playing volleyball & horse shoes and 
just hanging out playing with the animals.  It was a great day. 

1st Washington Battalion Encampment 

10 August 2018 with LCYM, Tri Cities and Seattle YM Units  

at Tucannon Campgrounds 

WREATHS across AMERICA 
Lewis & Clark Youngs Marines (WA0009P) 

Please Help us Remember, and Teach on 12/15/18 by sponsoring a 
Wreath. 

LCYM Still Looking for Sponsors for Wreaths Across 
America.  

Donate: 

$15.00 for 1 Wreath 

$30.00 for 2 Wreaths 

$75.00 for 5 Wreaths 

$150.00 for 10 Wreaths 

 

Let’s help our Young Marines reach their goal. 
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Columbia River Detachment, #826 

Department of Washington, Marine Corps League 
Elks Lodge #823, 11605 SE McGillivray Blvd., Vancouver, WA 98683-5203  

MINUTES OF THE MEETING - 9 August 2018 

 

 

The acting Sergeant-at-Arms secured the quarters at 1900. 

The Colors were posted and the Pledge of Allegiance recited. 

The Chaplain gave the opening prayer. 
 

The Adjutant called the roll.  All officers were present except the Sr. 
Vice Commandant and Jr. Past Commandant.  A quorum was present. 
 

There were no new members sworn in. 
 

The Paymaster read a summarized financial report.  A copy was made  
available for any/all members to review. 
 

Sick and/or in distress  -  Dave Hancock is awaiting spleen removal. 
 

Reports of Officers  -  None 
 

Reports of Standing Committees: 
 

Bob Costello Memorial Fund (BCMF) 

 George LaFrazia  -  Absent no report 
 

Clark County Veterans Advisory Board (CCVAC) and Assistance Center 
(CCVA) 
 Ron Brandon  -  See http:www.clark.wa.gov.veterans/
 for report 
 

Marine Corps Coordinating Council (MCCC) 

 John Stofiel  -  Provided a verbal report 
 

Marine Affairs Voluntary Services (VAVS) 

 Rex Hopper  -  Provided a verbal report 
 

Community Military Appreciation Committee (CMAC) 

 Bill Hauser  -  Verbal report given 
 

Prestige Nursing Home Luncheon 

 Keith Fitch  -  Absent/no report  
 

Lewis and Clark Young Marines 
 John Hudson  -six YM tested, two promoted, 2 passed oral 
 boards for promotion (Jul-Aug), LCYM convoyed to 
 Toucannon River Compound 30 miles east of Dayton, WA.  
 Will return Sunday to Elks Lodge.  Four graduated.  Future 
 activities include Mt. Davis visit and Rifle quals at Murray Farm 
 this fall.  

      

 

Report of Special Committees: 
 

Veterans Day Parade 

 Bill Hauser  -  Still too early for details 

 

Gee Creek Rest Stop Fundraising 
 Wendy Baker  -  Very successful with over $800 net.  Thanks 
 to all that participated!  (See New Business motion)                             
               

Marine of the Year 
 President George LaFranzia/Secretary Jim Renton  -  Awaiting 
 nominations     
  
Car Wash Fundraising     
 Ron Brandon  -  Set for 9/8, need some Aux and YM 
 assistance.      
  

Old Business:    NONE 

 

New Business: 

 

Motions: 

*Close Columbia CU account and move it to another CU. 

 W. Baker, 2nd R. Brandon  -  Approved 

*Accept Paymasters Report.  P. Thornton, 2nd J. Hudson  -  Approved 

*Donate 1/2 net from Gee Creek Coffee Stop to Aux. 

 W. Baker, 2nd P. Thornton  -  Approved 

*Donate $300 to Family day with unused funds to BD Ball. 

 W. Baker, 2nd J. Hudson  -  Approved 
*Authorize Chaplain $50 discretionary funds (cards, postage, etc.) 
 J. Stofiel, 2nd P. Thornton  -  Approved 

 
Members present were:     
 Bill Hauser, Lucian Baker, Lynn Bolte, John Hudson, Wendy 
 Baker, Rex Hopper, Jim Renton, Ron Brandon, John Stofiel, 
 John Posey, Dickson Lee and Pete Thornton.  
       
*There being no further business the colors were retired, the closing 
prayer given and the Sergeant at Arms closed the meeting at 2025. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Dickson Lee 
Detachment Adjutant     
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WE THE DETACHMENT HAVE A POSITION TO FILL….  
If interested contact John Stofiel or Bill Hauser for info and training. 

DETACHMENT REP ON THE MARINE CORPS 
COORDINATING COUNCIL OF  

OREGON/WASHINGTON  
 

Like us on facebook at:  

https://www.facebook.com/Marine-Corps-League-Columbia-River-Detachment-826 
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The relation between officers and men should in no sense be that of superior and inferior 
nor that of master and servant, but rather that of teacher and scholar. In fact, it should par-
take of the nature of the relation between father and son, to the extent that officers, espe-
cially commanding officers, are responsible for the physical, mental, and moral welfare, as 
well as the discipline and military training of the young men under their command.  
 

        Major General John A. Lejeune, 13th CMC 1929 
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Answer’s to Marine Corps Quiz found on Page 4 

 
1. TRUE—The Marines were held back at the Normandy Landing aboard the USS Texas.  The leaders of the Allied Forces were all  Army 

Generals, and because of a long standing rivalry decided to make this an all Army landing. 

2. John Glenn     5.  AP Photographer Joe Rosenthal 

3. Nassau in the Bahamas    6.  The Island of Okinawa 

4. The Presidents Own    7.  1918 

      8.  14 Troop Leading Steps 

  

THE PASSING OF AN AMERICAN HERO 

            

 On October 26, 1967, a missile the size of a telephone pole blew the wing off of John McCain’s A4 Skyhawk.  
McCain, then a 31 year old Lieutenant Commander in the US Navy, parachuted out of the plane and landed in a lake in 
Hanoi, North Vietnam.  He broke both arms and a leg in the fall, was dragged from the lake by an angry crowd, and was 
beaten and bayoneted.  Thus began a harrowing, five-year ordeal that was to define the future Senator and Presidential  
candidate’s life.          
 Before his imprisonment in Vietnam, McCain was Navy royalty  - the grandson and son of four-star Admirals  - 
as well as a self-described lousy student at the U.S. Naval Academy and a hotshot pilot who had survived three accidental 
crashes.  His time in captivity gave his life purpose.  I have never felt more powerfully free, more my own man, than when 
I was a small part of an organized resistance to the power that imprisoned me,” McCain wrote in his 1997 memoir, “Faith 

of My Fathers.”  “Nothing in life is more liberating than to fight for a cause larger than yourself.”    
 When McCain was shot down, his father was poised to assume command over the entire Pacific theater.  Once McCain gave his captors his 
name, rank, and serial number they realized they had a potential propaganda coup on their hands.  McCain was taken to the hospital for some basic 
treatment - his left arm was left broken, to heal on its own.  His captors filmed him there for propaganda purposes and McCain later found out the 
North Vietnamese had crowed, “We have the crown prince.”   After six weeks in the hospital, McCain, who had lost about one-third of his weight, 
was transferred to a prison cell.  After a brief time with cellmates, McCain began two years in solitary confinement in a 10-by-10 room.  
 “The most important thing for survival is communication with someone,” McCain wrote in a 1973 memoir of his captivity.  He developed a 
code so he could communicate with the man in his neighboring cell, who broke down crying when he tapped out his name to McCain. In the midst of 
this deprivation, McCain’s captors asked him if he wanted to go home.  It was a trick question.  The U.S. military’s Code of Conduct required prison-
ers to be released in the order they were detained.  The North Vietnamese wanted to make a show of releasing McCain early, as his father assumed 
command over the Pacific.  McCain refused.  “That was character, what you do when people are not watching,” said Col. Bud Day, who was impris-
oned with McCain.  “To have gone home at that time would have been absolutely the wrong thing and he had no intention of dishonoring himself.”
 Instead McCain was in for the worst bout of torture yet.  For four days after he refused release, McCain was beaten every two hours to 
three hours by 10 guards.  Filled with thoughts of suicide, McCain broke and agreed to sign an anti-U.S. propaganda statement confessing to “black 
crimes.” He later wrote, “I had learned what we all learned over there:  Every man has his breaking point.  I had reached mine.”    
 It was the last time McCain would break.  He refused to sign any other statements or meet with visiting American anti-war activists.     
Eventually, McCain was removed from solitary confinement and mingled with other U.S. prisoners of war.  McCain helped them fight boredom by   
re-enacting classic movies and taking part in discussions of the history of the English-language novel, going back to the 18th century.  “We only had 
half the facts right, but John said nobody knew the difference,” recalled Orson Swindle, a fellow prisoner.  “We were just starved.”  In December of 
1972, McCain and his fellow prisoners cheered as American bombs fell around the prison complex where he was held  - the “Hanoi Hilton” - during 
the Christmas bombing that marked an escalation of the U.S. offensive.  They thought they might die in the attack, but the prisoners figured it was the 
best chance of subduing the Vietnamese and getting home.         
 On March 14th, 1973, it was finally McCain’s turn to be released.  He was bused to a nearby airport and escorted onto an   American 
plane.  “There is no way I can describe how I felt as I walked toward that U.S. Air Force plane,” McCain wrote.  For the rest of his life, McCain would 
be unable to lift both his arms over his head because of the injuries he suffered during his captivity in Vietnam.  But he gained something too.  “In 
prison, I fell in love with my country,” he wrote.   “I had loved her before then, but like most young people, my affection was little more than a simple 
appreciation for the comforts and privileges most Americans took for granted.  It wasn’t until I had lost America for a time that I realized how much I 
loved her.”       

 
Thank You John McCain, for a life of dedication to America and her people! 
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 Marine Corps League Anniversaries for August 
 Bernard H. Kendall   08/05/1997 

 John F. Russell    08/21/2008 

 Stephanie M. Cathcart  08/26/2016 

 William G. Berry   8/27/2015 
   

Congratulations and Thank you for your continued service to the Country, 
Community and our beloved Corps, Semper Fi. 

"Uncommon Valor"  

Refers to the victories in World War II, especially at Iwo Jima, the largest all-
Marine battle in history. Admiral Nimitz's ringing epitome of Marine fighting 
on Iwo Jima was applied to the entire Marine Corps in World War II: 
"Uncommon valor was a common virtue."  

Why Join the Marine Corps League and Marine Corps League 
Auxiliary? 

 When you join and/or 
invite someone you know to 
join the Marine Corps League 
and the Marine Corps League 
Auxiliary, you do more than 
increase our ability to help 
America's Veterans and their 
families; you could be helping 
that new member live a 
longer, more fulfilling life.  
In recent years, U.S. 
populations have become more 
solitary, and more than a 
quarter of U.S. households are 
made up of  

people living by themselves. 
Sadly research has found 
that 25 percent of Americans 
said they had no one to talk 
to about important matters 
and social isolation may 
increase a persons risk of 
early death  
The good news is that every 
Marine Corps League and 
Marine Corps League Auxiliary 
member, has the opportunity 
to help ebb the loneliness 
epidemic! Most of our 
members take time to visit 
those veterans at VA  

Hospitals and Veterans homes. 
Our Veterans will feel loved 
and appreciated when our 
members visit them and feel 
useful and connected.   Your 
involvement is key to the 
success of each one of our 
Detachments, Auxiliary Units 
and our Organization. It takes 
each and every one of us 
pulling together to get the 
important work done of 
serving our Veterans and their 
families, our communities, and 
our country.  
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The Lewis and Clark Young Marines, a 
6-1(c)3 nonprofit youth organization in 
Vancouver, WA, is reaching out to our 
Veteran Supporters, Business and 
Community leaders and past sponsors.  
We have pledged that this year no Vet-
erans grave will go unhonored on Na-
tional Wreaths across America Day, 
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 

        September   2018  8 Marine Corps League Monthly Business Meeting 

   13 Auxiliary Brunch Meeting @ Lisa’s Country Kitchen 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS WISHES 
William W. Hillgaertner  8/31/1939 

Eddie E. Bogle   8/16/1941 

Charles G. Solomon  8/31/1941 

Roger Rueckert   8/2/1942 

Alfredo J. Arguedas   8/21/1946 

PUBLISHER’S  
DISCLAMER  

NOTICE 
 

The Articles  
published in this  
medium are the  

expressed opinions of  
the authors and do  

not necessarily  
reflect the opinion of  
any US Govt. agency  

or private  
organization.  

December 15th, 2018.  That’s right, we 
are committed to selling 2000 or more 
wreath sponsorships (only $15 ea) in 
order to honor every single grave at 
Evergreen Memorial Gardens in     
Vancouver.   
All wreaths will be delivered to the 
cemetery     

To  become a sponsor please contact 
the WAA@LCYM.org or send a 
check to: 

Lewis & Clark Young Marines 

11605 SE McGillivray Blvd. 

Vancouver, WA. 98683 

RENEWAL TIME 

Membership Renewals  

$30.00 Annually  by 31 August  
 Life Membership Fee:  

 17-35 years       $ 500.00  

 36-50   $ 400.00  

 51-64   $ 300.00  

 65 +   $ 200.00  

Make check/money orders payable to;  

CRD-MCL mail to:  

 WENDY BAKER Paymaster CRD-MCL 

15509 SE Mill Plain Blvd. #8 

Vancouver, WA 98684-4644 

PAST DETACHMENT  

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

John Stofiel 1997 – 1998 

George LaFrazia 1999 – 2000 

Lynn Bolte 2001 – 2002 

Phil Ruhmshottel 2002 – 2003 

George Pobi 2003 – 2004 

Rex Hopper 2004 – 2005 

Keith Fitch 2005 – 2006 

Bob Rector 2006 – 2007 

Mike Wilson 2007 – 2008 

Jim Renton 2008 – 2009 

Wendy Baker 2009 – 2010 

Lou Baste 2010 – 2011  

Roger Rueckert 2011 – 2012 

               Bill Hauser 2012 – 2013 

George Zeleznik 2013 - 2014  

Florin Zeviar 2014 - 2015 

Lucian Baker 2015 - 2016 

John Hudson 2016 - 2017 

Steven Slegers  - 2017 - 2018 

 

DEPTMENT Of WASHINGTON 

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

FROM CRD #826 

John F. Stofiel  
Philip E. Ruhmshottel  

Rex Hopper                                        
 Jim Renton 

 Bill Hauser    

Some people spend an entire 
lifetime wondering if they real-

ly make a difference in the 
world.  But Marines don't have 

that problem. 

Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 

1985 
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FIRST TO FIGHT: An Inside View of the U.S. Marine Corps 
By 

General Victor H.  “Brute” Krulak, USMC (Ret) 

sion-making process in time of crisis.         
First published in hardcover in 1984, 
this  book has remained popular ever 
since with Marines of every rank. 
                  

 

 In this riveting insider’s chroni-
cle, legendary Marine General “Brute” 
Krulak submits an unprecedented     
examination of U.S. Marines  -  their 
fights on the battlefield and off, their 
extraordinary esprit de corps.  Deftly 
blending history with autobiography, 
action with analysis, and separating fact 
from fable.  General Krulak touches the 
very essence of the Corps, what it 
means to be a Marine and the reason 

behind its consistently outstanding per-
formance and reputation.  
 Krulak also addresses the most 
basic but challenging question of all 
about the Corps:  how does it manage 
to survive  -  even to flourish  -  despite 
overwhelming political odds and , as the 
general writes, “an extraordinary pro-
pensity for shooting itself in the foot?”  
To answer this question Krulak exam-
ines the foundation on which the Corps 
is built, a system of intense loyalty to 
God, to country, and to the other Ma-
rines.  He also takes a close look at Ma-
rines in war, offering challenging ac-
counts of their experiences in World 
War II, Korea, and Vietnam.  In addition, 
he describes the Corp’s relationship to 
other services, especially during the 
unification battles following World War 
II, and offers new insights into the deci-
sion-making process in times during the 
unification battles following World War 
II, and offers new insights into the deci-

FIRST TO FIGHT: 

Chronicle of WWII, Korea and the           

Vietnam Wars as experienced by the  

author. 
 

By General Victor H. Krulak, USMC 

Published by 

Naval Institute Press, 272 pages, 

ISBN-10:  1557504644 

ISBN-12:  9781557504647 

$17.35 Naval Institute Members 

$21.95 Regular Price 
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Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s                    
the Marine Breed 

       Chesty Puller 

 

National Veterans Memorial and Museum to open in October 2018 
By  ASSOCIATED PRESS; published 19 August 2018 

COLUMBUS, OHIO  -  The       
National Veterans Memorial and 
Museum in Columbus is set to 
open this fall, with retired U.S. 
Army General Colin Powell to give 
the keynote address at the      
dedication ceremony. 
  

 The public is invited to 
attend the 27 October dedication 
for the $82 million museum and 
2.5-acre memorial grove.  The 
ceremony scheduled to start at 2 
p.m. that day will feature veterans 
whose stories are highlighted in 
the museum, military leaders and 

entertainment.  The museum will 
open immediately afterward. 
  

 Officials said in a     
statement this week that the site 
isn’t a war memorial or military 
museum, but “will take visitors on a 
narrative journey telling individual 
stories and shared experiences of 
veterans throughout history.” 
  

 Future plans call for an 
educational curriculum and a   
interactive, virtual tour experience.
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 WASHINGTON  -  Few student veter-
ans receive academic credit for training they re-
ceived in the military, a problem that forces 
them to waste time and effort repeating work, 
veteran advocates say. 

 Now a pair of senators are working 
across the aisle to fix that, by expanding veteran 
educational benefits to include more proficiency 
exam fees and other costs related to document-
ing skills learned in uniform. 

 The new Military Learning for Credit Act  
-    introduced Thursday by Senators Chris 
Coons, D-Del., and Joni Ernst, R-Iowa  —  
would allow veterans to use up to $500 to cov-
er the costs of tests such as the College Level 
Examination Program, Dantes Subject Standard-
ized Test Program and ACT National Career 
Readiness Certificate, among others. 

 If veterans show proficiency on those 
tests, they can earn academic credit, which 
could help them graduate more quickly.  

 “Our veterans receive intense and thor-
ough training as servicemembers, often during 
the years when other Americans are attending 
college,”  Coons said in a statement.  “The least 
we can do is ensure that once they enroll in col-
lege, veterans have every opportunity to trans-
late their military training into college credit.” 

 According to research from Student Vet-
erans of America, only about 36 percent of vet-
erans enrolled in higher education received any 
credit for their military training.  Of those, the 

median number of credits awarded was three, 
the equivalent of a single college class. 

 The senators believe that making it 
easier for student veterans to test out of   
classes could save time, money, and frustra-
tion for those transitioning troops. 

 In addition, the measure includes a 
provision allowing those veterans to use fed-
eral education stipends for “portfolio assess-
ments” presented to colleges as proof of   
existing experience worth academic credit. 

 Although not every institution accepts 
those assessments, the senators argue that 
allowing veterans more resources to develop 
those skills review packages could help 
change perceptions among many school    
leaders about the value of military training 
and skills in the academic world. 

 No timetable has been set for when 
the legislation may be considered by a Senate 
committee.  Senators returned to town to    
resume legislative business on August 15th. 

  

Veterans rarely get college credit for military training.   
Here’s how Congress is trying to fix that issue. 

 

By: Leo Shane III, Military Times 

You cannot exaggerate about the Marines. They are convinced to the point of arrogance, that they are the 
most ferocious fighters on earth - and the amusing thing about it is that they are.  

Father Kevin Keaney 
2nd BN, 2nd Marines, 1st Marine Division Chaplain, Korea 
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MARINES IN THE OSS DURING WORLD WAR II 
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 Several months after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, Marine Sergeant Jack R. 
Risler was transferred to the Parachute Troops and later became a jump instructor at 
the Camp Lejeune Marine Parachute School.  In the spring of 1943 he volunteered with 
7 other Marine Sergeant instructors for the O.S.S. and was sent to England to help set 
up a joint British SEO/American OSS Parachute School at Dunham.  
  
 In July 1944 when the Allies started to breakout of the Normandy beachhead, 
action was going in favor of the occupation forces in southeast France.  The 157th  
German Alpine division had crushed the Maquis (F.F.I. resistance) at the Glieres plateau 
and on July 25th 1944, German General Karl Plaum of the 157th reported that the  
Vercors resistance had been broken and the plateau was in ruins.                                                             

  
 At the time when the southern France landings (Operation Dragoon/Anvil) had been scheduled for August 
15, 1944, the two large resistance groups- Glieres and Vercors- had been destroyed.  On August 1, 1944 the Allies 
decided on a mass daylight parachute supply drop of arms of more than 179 tons.  78 Boeing B-8’s of the 388th 
Bomb Group made it to the drop zone at Saisies Pass (near Albertville), enough to arm more than 3000 Maquis.  
This was called Mission UNION II (Marine Operational Group) and commanded by Major Peter Ortiz (USMC), and 
included Captain Coolidge, and Sergeants Robert LaSalle, John Bodnar, Charles Perry, Fred (Fritz) Brunner, and 
Jack Risler.              
  
 The area was important to the Germans for supplying their army in southern France from northern Italy,    
and could also be used later to retreat via the Tarentaise valley through the St. Bernard pass into Italy or the   
Maurienne valley through the Mt. Cenis pass or the Modane (railway) tunnel into Italy.  They lost two members of 
the team on the parachute drop.  Sergeant Charles Perry was killed and GySgt Robert LaSalle injured; however, the 
next two weeks went well under the command of French Captain Jean Bulle and Major Peter Ortiz.  
  
 The action of August 13th in the small mountain village of Montgirod lasted all day.  They were surround-
ed, but after dark managed to escape.  The Germans destroyed the village by fire and shot hostages.  On August 
16th they were surrounded again in the town of Centron (the sister village of Montgirod).  About noon, rather 
than having the village destroyed and innocent people killed or executed, Major Ortiz offered to surrender his 
team so the Germans would not harm the village or the people.  That afternoon, at the German Headquarters in 
Montiers, a junior officer gestured their fate—”Kaput,” and they would be executed as terrorists.       
  
 Much of the mens’ POW life was spent in solitary confinement at various prisons in France, Italy and Ger-
many.  Nine months later on April 28. 1945 the British liberated them from Marlag-Milag Nord.  Colonel Peter 
Ortiz died on May 16th, 1988.  He was a former member of the 
French Foreign Legion and the U.S. Marine Corps.  He was buried at 
Arlington National Cemetery, May 23rd, 1988.  Representatives of 
France and England attended his funeral.  A sign on the Centron 
Town hall (Hotel de Ville) reads—Place Colonel Peter Ortiz. 
        
        
  On August 21, 1944 the Maquis liberated Albertville. 
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PAYMASTERS REPORT 
 On Saturday, August 11th the wonderful Ladies of the Columbia 
River Unit allowed several members of our Detachment to invade their 
meeting!  Commandant Bill Hauser, Judge Advocate Lucian Baker II,    
Marine John Stofiel and Paymaster Wendy Baker interrupted the ladies’ 
breakfasts to offer our most sincere gratitude and appreciation for all of 
their support of the Gee Creek Fundraiser.  Our Commandant present-
ed letters of thanks to each of the Auxiliary members who participated 
or baked cookies for the long weekend and Paymaster Baker was ex-
tremely honored to present them with a check for one half of the    
weekend’s net proceeds, $412.87!!     
  

 Our Detachment relies heavily on this group of dedicated and 
industrious women for support through all of our “adventures”.  It was a 
true privilege to be able to share the benefits of that hard work with 

them!
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Charles W. Bailey 05-31-12-14  
Noah Baird 03-95 - 12-13  

Dan Brennan 05-32 - 05-10  
Cedric Bruns 04-91- 05-03 Kuwait  

Harry Callicote 05-31-12-04  
Louis A. Claudio 09-47-01-15  
Lyle Cornwall 09-25-07-10  

Robert Costello 03-19-01-98  
Roger Dahl 07-17-08-10  

Jefferson E. Dean 06-25-12-11  
Robert E. Dean 07-23- 03-14  

David W Dowdakin 03-25-04-16  
Theodore ’Ted’ Dravis 08-32-05-17  

Adam Emul 04-88-01-07-Iraq  
Robert Fish 06-19-02-05  

TAPS  

Gone But Never Forgotten 

Kane M. Funke 11-84 -  06-02 –Iraq 
Fenton A. Grahnert 06-23-12-12  
Samuel P Grooms 07-39-08-17  

William J. Hendricks 2/14/42 - 6/23/18 
Walter J. Hicks 01-23 - 10-12  

Bernard H. Kendall  12/32 - 5/18 
Michael Leinweber 11-47 - 07-09  

Jack Lewis 04-25 - 02-10  
Richard A. McKenzie Jr. 09-54 - 01-12 

Jerome Merrill 01-28 - 09-10  
Alan Miksch 10-51-11-01  

Gladyce Moeller 10-21- 08-12, 
Jeffrey A. Paullin 08-86 - 11-13  
Sherrill Parson 03-23 - 02-05  
Howard Pearson 03-12-03-96  

Jason D. Peto 01-79 - 12-19 Afghanistan  
Charles Quatier 01-36 - 12-08  

Harry Rea 06-46 - 01-12  
David Reis 01-75 - 11-04-Iraq  

David Sailer 01-53 - 10-12  
Michael Scholl 06-75 - 11-06-Iraq  

William Stofiel 04-21 - 12-98  
Robert Story 10-28 - 07-96  
Blaine Turner 03-20 - 05-01  

Robert Vollmer 06-33 - 11-13  
Arlos Waters 03-20 - 01-09  
Fiorin Zeviar 01-37 - 01-14  

Richard Zoller 04-20 - 11-04  
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Remains of Utah Marine killed in Pearl Harbor coming home 
By:  Audrey McAvoy, The Associated Press 

 SALT LAKE CITY  -  The remains of a Utah Marine who died 
during the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor are finally coming 
home. 

 

Marine PFC. Robert Kimball Holmes was 19 years old when he 
died while serving aboard the USS Oklahoma on December 7, 
1944. 

 

He died a day after he sent his letter home to his father in Salt Lake 
City, his nephew, Bruce Holmes of Sandy, told the Salt Lake Trib-
une on Thursday, as he tried to imagine his grandfather receiving 
that letter days or weeks after learning his son had perished. 
       
“It must have just really rattled him after his son’s already dead,” 
Bruce Holmes said.  “Gosh That’d get ya.”  

 

Nearly 77 years after his death, the Marine is finally returning to 
Salt Lake City thanks to a recent DNA match. 

  

A casket carrying his remains was to arrive Friday night at the Salt 
Lake City International Airport.  A military funeral for him will take 
place Monday at the Salt Lake City Cemetery.  

  

His 83-year-old nephew and Bruce Holmes’ older brother, Robert 
J. Holmes, has childhood memories of the uncle he was named 
after. 

“He had a look in his eye that “I’m a Holmes boy and also a Marine, so 
don’t mess with me,” the nephew said. 

 

He told the Deseret News that the family didn’t lose hope that their 
uncle’s remains would come home one day. 

 

“I don’t know if you can really mourn somebody from 77 years ago,” 
he said.  “But it’s been so exciting to the family to finally have Uncle 
Bob brought home.” 
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New VA secretary promises veterans better customer service 
and more medical options 

By: Leo Shane III, Military Times 
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Every Marine is, first and foremost, a rifleman.  

All other conditions are secondary.    

A. M. Gray 

WASHINGTON  -  In his first public speech since taking over the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, VA Secretary Robert Wilkie on Wednesday reiterated his prom-
ises to push that bureaucracy towards more customer-friendly practices and 
more flexible access for beneficiaries. 
 
“VA exists to make life easier for veterans,” he told a crowd of veterans at the 
AMVETS annual convention in Orlando, Florida.  “So my prime directive is cus-
tomer service.  When a veteran comes in to VA, it is not up to him to get VA to 
say “yes, It is up to VA to give the veteran tools.” 
 
The comments echoed ones Wilkie made less than two months ago during his 
confirmation hearing on Capitol Hill, where he pledged to bring a more user-

friendly experience to veterans navigating the massive federal bureaucracy. 
 
Unlike that testimony, Wilkie did not explicitly state he opposes privatization of department health programs during his AMVETS 
speech, although he appeared to back up that previous vow. 
 
The topic has been a point of contention among lawmakers, veterans groups and administration officials in recent years, and was 
amplified with the firing of former department Secretary David Shulkin in March. 
 
Wilkie noted one of his first tasks as President Donald Trump’s newest Cabinet Secretary will be overseeing sweeping health 
care reforms for the department signed into law in June.  He said that work will include creating more “choices” for veterans 
seeking medical care, but also spoke of the importance of preserving the current VA health care system. 
 
“One absolutely essential option (for veterans) is the availability of care from professionals who specialize in treating America’s 
veterans,” he said.  “Professionals who speak the language, who know what you have been through, who know what your special 
needs are. 
 
“That is not an option that the private sector can provide.” 
 
Before the speech, Wilkie signed a memorandum with AMVETS leaders to continue work on suicide prevention efforts.  The 
new secretary has said he will keep that issue as his top clinical priority, the same as Shulkin. 
 
The event included no mention of the last four months of leadership drama at the department, which included the implosion of 
former White House physician Admiral Ronny Jackson’s nomination to take over the nearly $200 billion veterans administration.  
Wilkie’s confirmation vote marked the first time in Senate history that any lawmaker had opposed a VA secretary nominee, alt-
hough the nine votes against him were viewed largely as a protest against President Trump. 
 
Wilkie did thank AMVETS officials for their support of his nomination and for their collaboration during his two months as acting 
secretary, and promised similar partnership in coming months. 
 
“Major changes already underway by in large are not things forced upon veterans or VA,” he said.  “They are changes we have 
worked out together.” 



NAME, MEMBER NUMBER 
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    CITY, STATE, ZIP  

PLACE  
POSTAGE 

HERE 

  This area contains only snippets of the vast history of our Corps & is not a complete listing of all events throughout our history for the 
“THIS MONTH IN MARINE CORPS HISTORY” 

We welcome all Marines and Navy Corpsman for community  
service, social interaction and camaraderie. We have      

members from all eras of service and lots of experience and 
community resources to share. Meetings are held at 7pm on 

the  
second Thursday of each month at the Vancouver Elk's 

Lodge upstairs meeting room.  
 

(11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.,  Vancouver, WA 98683)  

            We’re on the Web at 

Marinecorpsleague.wixsite.com/crdmc#826 

Columbia River Detachment #826 
Department of Washington 

Marine Corps League 
15509 SE Mill Plain Blvd., #8 

Vancouver, Washington 98684-4644 

17 August 1790 Major Samuel Nicholas, the senior Marine to serve during the Revolutionary War and considered the first 
Commandant of the Marine Corps dies in Philadelphia. 

4 August 1801 The Marine Band plays at the first inaugural Parade in Washington, D.C. 

3 August 1804 As the U.S. squadron bombards the forts at Tripoli Harbor, four gunboats under the command of Captain 
Stephen Decatur attack 11 Tripolitan boats.  In close quarters fighting with muskets and cutlasses, the 
Americans capture three of the boats and inflict nearly 100 causalities among the enemy at a cost of one 
dead (Decatur’s brother) and three wounded. 

24 August 1814 Captain Samuel Miller’s force of 103 Marines and Barney’s sailors beat back three British assaults during 
the closing stages of the Battle of Bladensburg in Maryland.  The British subsequently occupy and burn 
Washington, D. C. 

30 August 1820 Lieutenant Colonel Commandant Anthony Gale is arrested for trial by courts-martial and Brevet Major 
Samuel Miller becomes acting Commandant. 

5 August 1864 Marines Serve heavy guns and provide musket fire in support of Farragut’s battle with forts and the  
Confederate ironclad Tennessee in Mobile Bay 

12 August 1898 Marines from steamship Mohican and cruiser Philadelphia (C-4) participate in ceremonies at Honolulu 
marking the annexation of the Hawaiian Islands by treaty on 7 July. 

20 August 1912 Alfred Cunningham completes his solo flight to become the first Marine aviator. 

13 August 1918 Opha Mae Johnson, a civil service employee at Headquarters U.S. Marine Corps, becomes the first female 
to enroll in the Marine Corps.  A total of 305 women are enlisted during the war. 

17 August 1942 Just prior to dawn, the 2d Raider Bn under LtCol Evans Carlson landed on Makin Island from the Sub 
NAUTILUS and ARGONAUT.  The next day they left after destroying a seaplane base and much more. 

21 August 1968 PFC James Anderson, Jr. was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor for heroism in Vietnam while 
serving as a rifleman with “F” C., 2/3.  This was the 1st MOH awarded to an African-American Marine.  
His parents received the medal at Marine Barracks 8th and I streets, Washington, D.C. 

23 August 1984 The last Marines to serve peace-keeping  duty in Lebanon arrive home.  The 22d MEU left Beirut 31 July. 


