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TAPS 

 There could be a Marine Corps that    
requires Staff Noncommissioned Officers to    
receive college degrees in order to fulfill the  
Commandant’s design for the Marine Corps.   
 At least, that’s the Marine Corps that the 
Sergeants Major of the Marine Corps, SgtMaj 
Troy Black, can envision in the not too distant 
future.     
 The commandant’s vision for the future 
Corps involves a highly distributed force spread 
across the Pacific, relaying on small units taking 
on larger roles than ever before.  Those distributed operations will put more of a lead-
ership and decision-making burden on small unit leaders like Marine Noncommis-
sioned Officers and Staff Noncommissioned Officers.    
 “Frankly, as we think about how we develop especially our staff NCO’s in the 
future as they take on more and more critical thinking responsibilities of junior offic-
ers and staff noncommissioned officers.”  The top enlisted Marine  will host a summit 
in early February with enlisted personnel from around the Marine Corps to discuss 
how to ensure enlisted Marines can get degrees, as well as adjusting courses enlisted 
leaders already are required to take.                              
 The summit will be held from February 3rd to February 7th at the Marine 
Corps University aboard Marine Corps Base Quantico, Virginia, and will have repre-
sentatives from all three Marine Expeditionary Forces and the Marine Corps reserves.
 While the focus will look into the various leadership courses Marines are    
required to take as their career advances, ensuring their curriculum provides the lead-
ership and troop welfare training required in the Marine Corps, the summit will spend 
a lot of time discussing collegiate opportunities for enlisted members.  
 Black said the current focus is on making it possible for noncommissioned 
officers and staff noncommissioned officers to get degrees, creating programs that will 
work with the long and often unpredictable schedule of the average Marine. 
 “There is no college in the world right not that’s giving a 30-day break,” Black 
said, “but what if they could?”      
 Black said the Marine Corps University along with the Navy’s chief learning 
officer currently are working to create an accredited program that will not punish or 
fail Marines for going long periods of time without internet connection, be it on a 
training exercise, combat deployment or aboard a ship.    
 The Naval Community College is also a major part of Black’s plan to get enlist-
ed Marines degrees.  But he said he can “envision some years down the road where we 
might start looking at some sort of associates or bachelor’s degree as some criteria we 
may consider for promotion or we may consider for retention.”   
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FROM THE DESK OF THE COMMANDANT 
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Greetings from your Commandant, 
 
 The February meeting was well attended, but missed 
several special Marines who couldn’t attend due to    
problems beyond their control. 
 
 PDD Gary Brannan, Vice President of the Marine 
Corps  Coordinating Council of OR/WA, out local Toys for 
Tots  Coordinator, member of the USS Oregon  Detach-
ment of the Marine Corps League, member of the         
Columbia River Chapter of the 1st  Marine Division Assoc. 
was our guest.  He was there to present award certificates 
to the Columbia River Detachment Members who partici-
pated in the Toys for Tots Program. 
 
 It was nice to see Skip Barnes who is an Associate Member of the Columbia River     
Detachment and a long time member of the Vancouver Elks.  Skip met with the lodge 
secretary and board members to remind them of their commitment to the Marine 
Corps League.  They would like a contact person in case there is a schedule change on 
either end and when and where the  League will meet.  We told them it was the second 
Thursday of each month at 1900 hours.  If that should change, we would let them 
know.  Contact the Lodge at 360-256-0823. 
 
 We voted on our upcoming fund raiser at a local golf course.  John Stofiel and 
Bill Hauser are in charge of those arrangements. 
 
 The Honorable NW Division Vice Chief DD Bonnie Holden graced the Devil Dogs 
with her presence at our growl on February 8.  There was a great turn out at the Mill 
Creek Pub in Battle Ground. 
 
 Our next detachment meeting will be on March 12 at 1900 at the Elks 
 
Best to all. 
Semper Fi, 
Lynn Bolte, Commandant 
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10 things you didn’t know about one of the Marine Corps’ 
most ferocious and iconic battles: IWO JIMA 

By: Joslin Joseph, we are the mighty 

 The Marines will be the first to tell you they have "fought in every clime 
and place; from the "halls of Montezuma to the shores of  Tripoli."         
 The history of the Corps is steeped in legendary heroism and ferocious 
battles. From Chapultepec to Belleau Wood to Fallujah, the Marines have made a 
name for themselves throughout our country's history.   
 But there is one battle that stands out: Iwo Jima.  
 Ask any Marine about Iwo Jima, and you will see instant reverence in 
their eyes. "Uncommon valor was a common virtue" was the phrase used to    
describe the spirit of the men that fought that battle.   
 The landing on Iwo Jima took place 75 years ago Wednesday. Located 
about 750 miles from mainland Japan, Iwo Jima was a volcanic rock that both 
sides viewed as an important objective of the American's island-hopping         
campaign. For the Americans, the airfields there meant both easier and shorter 
routes to mainland Japan as well as helping clear the air of fighters that would 
intercept such bombers.        
 The Japanese simply knew that the capture of Iwo put the Americans 
one step closer to their homeland.  What followed next was one of the most ferocious battles man has ever waged.   
 Much has been written about the battle and its effect on history. Here are some of the more interesting things about the battle -       

   2.  The Japanese knew they were going to lose the battle of Iwo Jima. 

 As historians poured over Japanese war records after the war was over, they found that the  Japanese 
knew the battle was a sure loss. The Japanese Imperial Navy was all but  vanquished in the Pacific. The 
Japanese Air Force was almost obliterated as well. The Japanese had lost quite a few planes and had to 
keep as many as close to their mainland as possible. 

 Even worse than the lack of planes was a shortage of pilots. The Americans would send experienced 
pilots back home to train more pilots. The Japanese didn't do that. They kept their experienced pilots 
out, and as they  suffered heavy losses, there was a shortfall in experience and numbers. 

 As a result, the Japanese changed the strategy of the defense of the island to be one of attrition. They 
figured the Americans would win. They just wanted to make them pay dearly for it.  Hideki Tojo, the 
prime minister of Japan, summoned Lt. Gen. Tadamichi Kuribayashi to his office and told him to defend Iwo Jima to the last man as 

a means to buy time. Kuribayashi, who came from a Samurai family, accepted the mission and set off for the 
island to set up a unique defense that the Americans had not seen yet. 
 

3. The Japanese wanted to dissuade the Americans from attacking the mainland. 
-Kuribayashi changed the way the island would be defended. Instead of fighting the Americans on the 
beaches, he would allow them to land uncontested on the island.  

- He knew the black volcanic sand, which had dunes up to 15 feet tall, could bog down the Americans, so he 
figured to let them all on before opening fire. He had the beach zeroed in by artillery and mortars to the last 
inch.  

Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s the    
Marine Breed 

Chesty Puller 

 

1. Iwo Jima was first discovered by Spanish Explorers 

 In 1543, a ship located the island and landed to explore the newly found land.  They gave it the name 
“Sulphur Island.”  

 When translated roughly to Japanese, it was called Io To or Iwo Jima.   The Japanese didn't arrive at the 
island until the end of the 16th century. 
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10 things you didn’t know about one of the Marine Corps’ most      
ferocious and iconic battles: IWO JIMA 

By: Joslin Joseph, we are the mighty 

 The Marines will be the first to tell you they have "fought in every clime and place" from the "halls of Montezuma to the shores of  
Tripoli."   The history of the Corps is steeped in legendary heroism and ferocious battles. From Chapultepec to Belleau Wood to Fallujah, the 
Marines have made a name for themselves throughout our country's history.   

 But there is one battle that stands out. Iwo Jima.    

 Ask any Marine about Iwo Jima, and you will see instant reverence in their eyes. "Uncommon valor was a common virtue" was the 
phrase used to describe the spirit of the men that fought that battle.    

 The landing on Iwo Jima took place 75 years ago Wednesday. Located about 750 miles from mainland Japan, Iwo Jima was a   
volcanic rock that both sides viewed as an important objective of the American's island-hopping campaign. For the Americans, the airfields 
there meant both easier and shorter routes to mainland Japan as well as helping clear the air of fighters that would intercept such bombers.
                

The Japanese simply knew that the capture of Iwo put the Americans one step closer to their homeland.  What followed next was one of the 
most ferocious battles man has ever waged.  Much has been written about the battle and its effect on history. Here are some of the more 
interesting things about the battle of Iwo Jima.. 

1. Iwo Jima was first discovered by Spanish explorers. 

 

2.  The Japanese knew they were going to lose the battle 

 As historians poured over Japanese war records after the war was over, they found that the      
Japanese knew the battle was a sure loss. The Japanese Imperial Navy was all but vanquished in 
the Pacific.  The Japanese Air Force was almost obliterated as well. The Japanese had lost quite a 
few planes and had to keep as many as close to their mainland as possible. 

 

 Even worse than the lack of planes was a shortage of pilots. The Americans would send              
experienced pilots back home to train more pilots.   The Japanese didn't do that.   They kept their          
experienced pilots out, and as they suffered heavy losses, there was a shortfall in experience and 
numbers. 

 

 As a result, the Japanese changed the strategy of the defense of the island to be one of attrition. 
They figured the Americans would win. They just wanted to make them pay dearly for it.    

   

 Hideki Tojo, the prime minister of Japan, summoned Lt. Gen. Tadamichi Kuribayashi to his office and told him to defend to the last 
man as a means to buy time. Kuribayashi, who came from a Samurai family, accepted the mission and set off for the island to set up a 
unique defense that the Americans had not seen yet. 

 - In 1543, a ship located the island and landed to explore the newly found land.  They gave it the 
name “Sulphur Island. 

 When translated roughly to Japanese, it was called Io To, or Iwo Jima.  The Japanese didn’t arrive at 
the island until the end of the 16th century. 
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  3. The Japanese wanted to dissuade the Americans from attacking the mainland. 

 Kuribayashi changed the way the island would be defended. Instead of fighting the Americans on 
the beaches, he would allow them to land uncontested on the island.  

 He knew the black volcanic sand, which had dunes up to 15 feet tall, could bog down the      
Americans, so he figured to let them all on before opening fire. He had the beach zeroed in by 
artillery and mortars to the last inch.  

 -On the island’s interior, he set up defensive positions in a new way.  The fortifications and    
tunnels allowed the Japanese soldiers to retake positions that had already been overrun.  On an 
island that was just 8 square miles, there were over 11 miles of tunnels the Japanese could use. 

 The intended effect was to inflict as much damage as possible to the American forces. By       
dragging out this conflict and inflicting casualties, the Japanese hoped that the carnage would 
dissuade the US from attacking the Japanese mainland. 
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4. The US thought the battle would last only a week. 

 It’s not that the Americans thought less of the Japanese.  It was at this point they thought 
they knew what they were going to do. 

 After victories through the South Pacific from Guadalcanal to the Philippines, the US      
military thought they had a winning plan.  Start with a devastating naval bombardment, get 
the men on the beach, provide them with close air support, and take the airfields quickly. 

 They did that, but realized way too soon that the naval bombardment didn’t do much      
damage.  The Japanese actually wanted the Americans to land, and they had to fight for 
every square inch of the island.   The initial weeklong projection turned out to be five weeks 
of some of the worst fighting the Americans had seen to that point. 

5.  The beach was hell on earth 

 After taking the naval and air bombardment, the Japanese allowed the Marines to congregate 
on the beach.   Many thought that the Japanese were killed in the immense bombardment, but    
unfortunately, they were wrong.  Kuribayashi told his troops to wait one hour before opening 
fire.  

 When the Marines were massed on the beach and started to move forward slowly through the 
volcanic ash, they were shocked to learn the hard way that the Japanese had every inch of the 
beach sighted in and had to race off the beach while under intense artillery, mortar, and        
machine-gun fire.             

6.  For the only time in the war, the Marines had more casualties than the            
Japanese. 
 

 The Marines went into Iwo Jima with a 3:1 advantage in terms of troops.  At the end of the   
five-week battle, they would have 26,000 casualties versus 18,000 for the Japanese. 

 

 One of the men killed on the beach was Gunnery Sgt. John Basilone.  Basilone was a hero 
on  Guadalcanal who earned the Medal of Honor for his actions there.  As the intense   
bombardment came down, Basilone was last seen yelling for men to move off the beach.  
He was among the many killed that day. 

 

 By the end of the battle, many more would die.  While the Marines had more casualties 
than the Japanese, they had about one-third less killed.  Of the 18,000 Japanese soldiers 
who fought on the island, only 221 were captured.  Most of the captured were either 
knocked unconscious or incapacitated. 

7.  There were few banzai charges so the Americans improvised. 

 The Americans factored in banzai, or human wave, attacks when they did their initial  
estimate of the length of the battle.  In fact, the Japanese general prohibited such   
attacks as he knew that they didn’t work.  He wanted his men to fight to the death, but 
he wanted to take as many Americans out as they could. 

 The Americans wouldn’t deal with that.  Realizing quickly that firearms and close air 
support weren’t cutting it, the Marines adopted on the fly as they have throughout their 
history.  They started using flamethrowers (badass men as well as on modified tanks)  
to eradicate the Japanese.  Once they realized the tunnel system allowed the enemy to 
reoccupy positions that had been overtaken, they just started flame-throwing           
everything they saw… over and over again.   

 It worked.  The Japanese tunnel system ended up becoming the graves of countless 
Japanese soldiers.   Only toward the end, when food and supplies were low, did       
Kuribayashi allow banzai charges to allow his men to die with honor. 

“Your soul may belong to Jesus, but you ass belongs to the Marines.” 
-Eugene B. Sledge, with the Old Breed: at Peleliu and Okinawa 
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 The iconic photo by Joe Rosenthal, which showed Marines hoisting the flag on Mount   
Suribachi, was the American people's first view of the battle. It was taken on February 
23, four days after the initial assault. 

 The picture was released by the AP two days later, where it was published by virtually 
every newspaper in the free world. In an age before social media, television, and satellite 
feeds, many assumed the battle was over based on the picture. It wasn't. 

 As the battle raged on and the casualties mounted, Americans at home wondered why so 
many boys had to die for a small piece of rock 
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8.  Americans at home thought the battle was over fast. 

9.  How important was Iwo Jima and the effect of the battle? 

 Even before the battle’s conclusion, the US military started using the airfields on Iwo Jima for   
bombing runs on Japan.  Planes that were damaged during their run now had a shorter trip to base, 
so they had a better chance of surviving.  Fighters could now use the base to refuel, and accompany 
their bombers to Japan.   

 However, people wondered if the same things could have happened had the Americans attacked  
elsewhere.  The Americans also found out that the radar used by the Japanese on Iwo was not really 
beneficial as the Japanese already had other radar installations that did the same job.  The battle’s 
need was a contentious matter as early as the end of hostilities on Iwo Jima.   
    

 One effect of the battle did have was on the end of the war.  After Iwo Jima, another horrible battle 
took place on Okinawa.  By this point, the Japanese realized that Kuribayashi’s strategy worked.  
They could inflict major losses on the Americans and turn public opinion against the war.   
    

 The Americans learned too and proceeded to unleash longer more devastating bombardments on 
Okinawa in the lead-up and more aggressive use of flamethrowers and incendiary devices on        
Japanese soldiers and civilians caught in the crossfire, to horrific results. 

 When the final obstacle to the Japanese mainland fell, Americans looked at other ways to end the war 
and avoid the bloodbath that Iwo and Okinawa wrought.  They found it in recently developed atomic 
weapons.       

10. Uncommon Valor was a Common Virtue. 
 

 Regardless if Iwo Jima was strategically worth it, the Marines still viewed the battle as a badge of 
honor.  They were not part of the planning or strategy but were told to take the island.  They did. 

 They asked for 10-day bombardment and got three.  They adapted to a terrible situation and came 
out ahead.  They looked death in the face and, as Marines usually do, didn’t even get fazed.               

 Eighty-two Medals of Honor were awarded to Marines during World War II.  Twenty-two of them 
(28%) were earned on Iwo Jima alone.  There is only one awardee alive today Woody Williams, 
who earned the medal for using his flamethrower to wipe out numerous enemy positions.  

 On this 75th anniversary, to those who fought in that terrible battle and to the families left behind, 
we are the Marines and we salute you.      
          
  Semper Fidelis   

“THE ISLAND HAD TO BE TAKEN AT ALMOST ANY COST.“ 
James Bradley, son of HM2 (Doc) John Bradley, Iwo Jima Flag Raiser 
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    One day, you’ll get out of the Marine Corps; you’ll put your uniform up, but you’ll never not be a  Marine.    
John F. Kelly 

              
  

COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT #826,  
DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

Elks Lodge #823 11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.  Vancouver, WA  98683-5203  

Minutes of 13 February 2020 
 

 
OPENING CEREMONY: 1900   
GUESTS:  PDD Gary Brannan Our local Toys for Tots Coordinator give a report on the 2019 T4T campaign noting that our A.O.R. distributed 
35,352 toys with 31,474 children supported.  Presented certificates of appreciation to our volunteers Lynn Bolte, Ron Brandon, Toby Clairmont, Bill 
Hauser, John Posey, and John Stofiel who assisted in making this year’s program excel over last year. Marine Bryce Livesay served from Jul 2007 – 
Apr 2011 in MOS 0313 LAV-25 Gunner  
INTRODUCTION OF DIGNITARIES:  
Marine of the Year:  Pete Thornton  National Officers/Chairs:  VAVS - Rex Hopper  
Department WA Officers:  VAVS Chair:  Rex Hopper; Boy Scout Liaison Jim Renton;  
Past Dept. WA Commandants: John F. Stofiel, Rex Hopper and Jim Renton  
Military Order of the Devil Dogs, Lewis and Clark Pound Keeper:  DD Henry Lasch;  
Past Det. Cmndn’ts: John F. Stofiel, Lynn A Bolte, George L. LaFrazia, Rex E. Hopper, James L. Renton, and Louis Baste.  
PAST DETACHMENT MARINES OF THE YEAR:  John Stofiel, Lynn Bolte, Rex Hopper, Jim Renton, and Steve Slegers.                 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS All Present and/or accounted for, we have a quorum.  
APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP: None.   
CORRESPONDENCE:  (Adjutant John Stofiel) –   

 Skip Barnes - Met with the lodge Secretary and a board member to remind them of our commitment to the Marine Corps league, they would 
like a contact person in case something should go wrong with the schedule on either end.  And when the league will meet. Told them it was the 
Second Thursday of each month at 7 pm. If that should change please let them know.  Contact the lodge secretary 256-0823. Remember that 
non-members cannot purchase drinks and must be signed in by a member. (WSLCB Rule). Nice seeing everyone, please keep in touch, Your 
Friend and Brother Skip.  

 John Stofiel - MCL Foundation support for Humanitarian Relief, Disaster Relief, Scholarship Program and Youth Program. We have been    
rebuilding our new website and the last hurdle we need to overcome is online donations.  Please send donations via checks to me. William   
Miller, MCL Foundation – Treasurer to:  Marine Corps League Foundation 2904 Cross Creek Drive Cumming, GA 30040.   ADJ/
PAYMASTERS REPORT: John Stofiel –  Members:  70 (- 1-Assoc LM) = 69 Pd Mbrs div x 15 = 4.6 = 5 voting delegates.  (46 LM’s 35 eligible 
for interest payment); Read Paymasters report, Rex Hopper - motion to approve, 2nd Steve Slegers, carried.  

SICK AND /OR IN DISTRESS: Our 53rd Past Chief DD Phil Ruhmshottel is on palliative - Hospice care with a prognosis of 6 months. We meet 
with his team of doctors tomorrow and learn about the next steps and hospice care. I was thinking of him going back to the adult family home, but 
after thinking about it I think it would be better for him to come here from the hospital and have care givers come here. So, it is looking like he might 
be discharged on Tuesday to come home. We shall see and I will let you know.  Caroline Ruhmshottel  
REPORT OF OFFICERS: No reports. 
REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES:  

 Clark County Veterans Advisory Board: Steve Slegers – If you are a veteran and 50% or more disabled you can receive one Veterans Plate for 
free annually.  We supported 27 Veterans for rent and mortgage assistance and spent $27, 550 this past month in assistance. 7 homeless      
Veterans into quarters this past month, a total of 48 this past year. The Veterans Assistance Center saw 180 Veterans seeking assistance. With 
the winter months they are seeing a lot of people. Dental program is going well.    

 Marine Corps Coordinating Council of OR/WA Bill Hauser/John Stofiel – minutes of our last meeting were sent out to the members via email.  

 Veterans Affairs Voluntary Services: Rex Hopper – I did a check on our hours for 2019 the detachment had a total of 1,012 volunteer hours   
(Jan-Dec); we have 8 Volunteers working at the VA Hospital Vancouver Division. We could certainly use some more volunteers to step up;  
Annual Wheel Chair Games being hosted by the VA Hospital-Portland/Vancouver.  Shaun Benson who was our VAVS Director is the Chair for 
the event and is looking for volunteers for numerous activities 3-8 July 2020; Jim Renton the games will be at many locations - Moda Center, 
Nike Campus, Pioneer Square, Adidas Campus throughout Portland but the primary site is at the Oregon Convention Center. Volunteer on line 
at https://wheelchairgames.org/community/volunteer/ > who can volunteer?  We have opportunities for volunteers age 11 and up (some       
assignments are restricted to adults 18 and over). We require a parent or guardian signature for minors to participate, and volunteers ages 11-13 
must have adult supervision at all times. Adults accompanying minors at the Wheelchair Games must also be registered volunteer.  

  Community Military Appreciation Committee (CMAC): Bill Hauser – Absent  

 Lewis & Clark Young Marines: John Hudson – absent  
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REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE:  

 Veterans Day Parade: Bill Hauser – absent  

 Marine of the Year: George LaFrazia – no nominations at this time.   

 Awards Committee: John Stofiel – No report  
OLD BUSINESS: John Stofiel – At our last meeting we discussed the possibility of hosting a golf tournament as a fundraiser for the detachment. I have 
proposed a plan of action and passed that out to those present.  JrPast Bill Hauser and I went out to Cedars Golf course and met with the pro Joe Cain 
to determine the feasibility of hosting this event at their location and the plan of action is as shown today.  We need to put $500.00 down to hold the 
course for the tournament.  We will need detachment volunteers to work the registration table, sale of raffle tickets, mulligan tickets, will need       
volunteers for set up in the banquet room.  Will need to go out into the community to retrieve golfers, prizes, welcome bags, auction items.  Someone 
to coordinate a putting contest, closest to the hole. I will be doing a commemorative program book for the tournament where anyone may place an ad. 
The price we were quoted for 18 holes w/cart is $48.00 and meal w/tip price $28.80 = 80.00 rounded up per person. Profit will come from other    
activities to keep price of the game and meal down. Discussion: Rex Hopper- how much do you anticipate netting on this? Rex – our membership is at 
an age and not sure we have enough people to go out and work this venture. John – I believe we can support this as most of the volunteers will be  
sitting at table and not having to overdo physically;  Jim Renton – is the 7th of July the set date for the event as this conflicts with the Wheel Chair 
games.  We can go back and determine a different date.  I am making a motion to provide $500.00 down payment for the tournament contingent upon 
an acceptable date for the tournament, 2nd Pete Thornton, Carried.   
NEW BUSINESS: None.  
GOOD OF THE LEAGUE:   

 75th Anniversary of the Iwo Jima Flag Raising 1000 22 Feb @ Canby Adult Center Our LCYM’s will be presenting their Iwo Flag raising ceremony. 

  MID-WINTER NATIONAL CONFERENCE 27 Feb (MODD MINI GROWL 28 Feb 2000) - 1 March 2020 Sheraton Norfolk Waterside Hotel 777 
Waterside Drive, Norfolk, VA  23510 Phone: (800) 325-3535 or (757 622-6664 Room rate:  $129.00 + (14% tax + $3.00 Resort Charge)  •  

 Department Spring Staff Meeting & Pack Growl on Saturday 4 April in the Dog House in Oxford 1701 E Yakima Ave, Yakima, WA 98901         
Reservations call 509-457-9000 Marine Corps League group rate $96.00 +tax. •  

 2020 Department Convention – Pending resolution to be hosted in Spokane. • MCL Nat’l Convention 9-14 Aug. Hilton Daytona Beach Ocean 
Front Resort, FL Res 386-254-8200 Use Code:MCL20; The 81st Supreme Growl will be held on Wednesday, 12 August 2020  

 
CLOSING CEREMONY – Appropriate. Present (12): Lou Baste, Lynn Bolte, Toby Clairmont, Rex Hopper, George LaFrazia,  Henry Lasch, Jim Renton, 
Steve Slegers, John Stofiel, Pete Thornton. Guests: Gary Brannan and Bryce Livsay  
  

R/s  
John Stofiel,   

Adj/Paymaster  

 

  

THE DRILLMASTER OF VALLEY FORGE:   
The Baron De Steuben, and the Making of the American Army 

By:   Paul Lockhart 

Lockhart, professor of history at Wright State University, has written the 
first modern scholarly biography of one of the American Revolution’s 
iconic figures. Friedrich von Steuben is regularly described as the man 
whose drilling and discipline made an army out of the demoralized men 
camped at Valley Forge in the winter of 1776.  Lockhart makes solid use 
of primary and secondary sources to resent a more complete picture of 
the Continental Army’s inspector-general. Steuben exaggerated his rank 
and status in order to secure employment, but was fully justified in      
asserting mastery of the techniques of war as practiced in Europe. Steuben 
learned his craft during 17 years of service in the army of Frederick the 
Great. There was no better school. Lockhart demonstrates the           
importance of European-style tactics to a war that could not be won by 
ambush and skirmishing alone. He shows how clearly Steuben understood 
the  differences between American citizen-soldiers and the outcasts and 
conscripts that filled Europe’s ranks. And he describes Steuben’s         
contributions  after Valley Forge to creating an army that won battles 
from Monmouth to Yorktown. Illus., maps.     
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ATTENDING:  Jeanette Bolte, Patti Kuhar, June Lasch, Paulette Stofiel, Karen Wheeler. 
   
TREASURERS REPORT:  Was read and will be filed for audit. 
 
PATRIOTIC BRACELETS:  Patti sold 30 bracelets this week.  June will find out if we can 
sell bracelets at the Fort Vancouver garrison parade ground on Memorial day.  Patti will 
find out if we can set up a table to sell bracelets at the National Veterans Wheelchair 
Games.             
              
NEW BUSINESS:  Shellie Towne is transferring back to Mt. St Helens Unit.  She is having 
her other knee operated on February 18th.  
 
GOOD OF THE ORDER:  The upcoming slate of officers are: 
 Paulette Stofiel - President 

 Jeanette Bolte -  Sr Vice President/Secretary 

 June Lasch -   Jr Vice President/Chaplain 

 Karen Wheeler -  Judge Advocate 

 
NEXT MEETING:  Saturday, March 14, 2020.  Lisa’s Country Kitchen 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Paulette Stofiel, Secretary  

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE AUXILIARY 
COLUMBIA RIVER UNIT 

Brunch/Meeting, January 11, 2020 
Lisa’s Country Kitchen 

THE DEVIL WHISPERED IN MY EAR “YOUR NOT STRONG ENOUGH TO 
WITHSTAND THE STORM”. 

 
TODAY I WHISPERED IN THAT DEVIL’S EAR, “I AM THE STORM” 

I AM A UNITED STATES MARINE! 
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  Columbia River Detachment 826 ~ Columbia River Unit 398  
Commandant Lynn Bolte ~ President Jeanette Bolte  

Cordially invite you and your significant others to join with us in our FIRST Charity Golf Tournament  

“The Eagle, Globe & Anchor Golf Classic”.  

  

This tournament will be held at The Cedars Golf Club 15001 NE 181st St. Brush Prairie, WA 98606 on Tuesday 

14 July, 2020  beginning@ 8:00 am Check in, with a shotgun start at 9.00 AM.  
  
The tournament is open to all, especially Marines, Corpsmen, Soldiers, Airmen, Sailors, National Guard, Coast Guard and any other 
Friends of Marines, but is limited to the first 70 players to register.    
  
Proceeds from this event will benefit Veterans of Clark County, assisting the wounded/injured ~ Semper Fi Fund and Helping a Hero    
project supporting deployed service members and their families.  This is an invitation for you  to play in the tournament, donate a       
prize, advertise in the commemorative program and/or sponsor two or more golfers through an organizational or corporate              
sponsorship.                 
  

 Please review the various levels of sponsorship below and decide how you would like to participate.    
  
The Columbia River Detachment 826, MCL is a 501(c) (3) Veterans organization, tax ID number 91-1647649, i..e. donations are             
tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.   
  
The format will be a four-person scramble with team handicaps, and we will play rain or shine.  The fee of $80.00 for a single golfer      
includes 18 holes of golf, a cart, practice facilities, a welcome package, & luncheon.    
  

There will also be a raffle, auction during our luncheon, and a putting contest.    
  
So, come and enjoy an excellent afternoon of golf followed by camaraderie with Marines, Corpsmen, and Friends of Marines ~ and        
help improve the quality of life of our indigent and/or wounded Veterans  
  
For more information, contact John Stofiel 360-907-5342 (Email Ads/Signage to): jfstofiel@comcast.net  Please make your        
checks/money orders payable to CRD826MCL and mail attached registration care of John Stofiel 6204 Kansas St. Vancouver, WA      
98661-6924    
  

Thank you for your Support of this worthwhile cause.   
  

Semper Fidelis,  

 Lynn A Bolte, Commandant  
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   The Eagle Globe and Anchor Golf Classic 

1st Charity Golf Tournament   Tuesday, 14 July 2020      Check in 8.00 AM - 9:00 AM shotgun 

  Format: 4 person scramble  
@ Cedars on Salmon Creek 15001 NE 181st St, Brush Prairie, WA 98606 Website: http://golfcedars.com  Hosted by the 

Columbia River Detachment 826 of the Marine Corps League Non-Profit tax ID 91-647649                                    
Includes: 18-hole green fee, w/shared golf cart, goodie bag, lunch  

INDIVIDUAL/SPONSOR/ADVERTISING REGISTRATION (Please mail as soon as possible) 

Name of Company/Individual: __________________________________________________________                      

Address: _________________________________________________________________________                 

Point of Contact: Phone(s): ____________________________      E-mail: _______________________      

SELECT DESIRED PARTICIPATION LEVEL:      

______ Individual Golfer $80.00 (includes 18 holes w/cart, Luncheon)  
______Hole Sponsor $100.00 Includes: Signage on/near tee box, & advertisement in program book.                      
 Company/ Individual Name: _____________________________________________________________                
  Contact Person: ___________________     Phone #: ________      EMAIL: __________________               
_______Gold Sponsor $1,000.00 (includes 8 players w/cart, Luncheon and two full-Page ads)                
_______Silver Sponsor $500.00 (includes 4 players w/cart, Luncheon and a full-page Ad)                   
_______Bronze Sponsor $250.00 (includes 2 players with cart, Luncheon and half-page ad)                 
_______One Golfer Sponsor $80.00 (sponsor an active Service Member or Veteran 18 holes w/cart, lunch)      
_______Luncheon only $29.00              
NAMES OF GOLFERS AND HANDICAPS OR TYPICAL SCORES FOR 18 HOLES:          
Name (s) (Please print clearly)          Handicap/Score        Name (s)                       Handicap/Score                                                 
1) ________________________     __________         5) ________________________    ___________         
2) ________________________     __________         6) ________________________    ___________  
3)________________________     __________         7) ________________________    ___________ 
4)________________________     __________         8) ________________________    ___________       

 

SELECT SIZE OF COMMEMORATIVE PROGRAM AD (please provide desired wording/logo)    

________Full-Page Ad Donation of $50.00 (Included for Gold & Silver Sponsors)     

_______Half-Page Ad Donation of $25.00 (Included for Bronze Sponsors)     

_______Business Card Donation of $15.00   

 

 DONATIONS: Any amount and/or item(s) and $ value _______________________________ 

    Please list items donated for i.e. Prizes/raffle/action 

  
*Please make checks/money order payable to CRD#826MCL and mail to: 6204 Kansas St. Vancouver, WA 98661-6924.  

The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 
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"Uncommon Valor"  

Refers to the victories in World War II, especially at Iwo Jima, the largest all-Marine battle 
in history. Admiral Nimitz's ringing epitome of Marine fighting on Iwo Jima was applied to 
the entire Marine Corps in World War II: "Uncommon valor was a common virtue."  

Why Join the Marine Corps League and Marine Corps 
League Auxiliary? 

 When you join and/or 
invite someone you know to 
join the Marine Corps League 
and the Marine Corps League 
Auxiliary, you do more than 
increase our ability to help 
America's Veterans and their 
families; you could be helping 
that new member live a longer, 
more fulfilling life.  
In recent years, U.S. 
populations have become more 
solitary, and more than a 
quarter of U.S. households are 
made up of  people living by 
themselves.  

Sadly, research has found 
that 25 percent of Americans 
said they had no one to talk 
to about important matters 
and social isolation may 
increase a persons risk of 
early death  
The good news is that every 
Marine Corps League and Marine 
Corps League Auxiliary member 
has the opportunity to help ebb 
the loneliness epidemic! Most of 
our members take time to visit 
those veterans at VA  

Hospitals and Veterans homes. 
Our Veterans feel loved and 
appreciated when our 
members visit them and feel 
useful and connected.   Your 
involvement is key to the 
success of each one of our 
Detachments, Auxiliary Units 
and our Organization. It takes 
each and every one of us 
pulling together to get the 
important work done of 
serving our Veterans and their 
families, our communities, and 
our country.  

WILLIAM C. BARNES               02/12/1997    
DAVID C. ENGSTROM    02/09/2007 

WILLIAM A. “BILL” HAUSER              02/12/2009 

JAMES E. HOGAN    02/05/1997 

REX E. HOPPER    02/05/2002 

JAMES R. KENNEY    02/25/2015 

MICHAEL C. MANNELL   02/01/2001 

DONALD D. NEWELL               02/05/2000 

JANET E. SPENCE    02/05/1997 

HAROLD G. WESTBY               02/05/1996 

RICHARD D. WOLF               02/08/2012 

Marine Corps League Anniversaries for February 2020   
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
4 March 2020        MCLA Meeting, 11AM, Lisa’s Country Kitchen 
12 March 2020 Marine Corps League Business Meeting, Elks Lodge                                                   

 

LUCIAN M. BAKER  02/18/1960 
ROBERT S. BEAN  02/06/1958 
DONALD H. CHENEY 02/04/1938 
DAVID G. HANCOCK 02/08/1944 
PETE THORNTON  02/15/1950 

PUBLISHER’S  
DISCLAMER  

NOTICE 
 

The Articles  
published in this  
medium are the  

expressed opinions of  
the authors and do  

not necessarily  
reflect the opinion of  
any US Govt. agency  

or private  
organization.  

RENEWAL TIME 

Membership Renewals  

$30.00 Annually  by 31 August  
 Life Membership Fee:  

 17-35 years       $ 500.00  

 36-50   $ 400.00  

 51-64   $ 300.00  

 65 +   $ 200.00  

Make check/money orders payable to;  

CRD-MCL mail to:  

 John Stofiel Paymaster CRD-MCL 

6204 Kansas Street 

Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 

PAST DETACHMENT  

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

John Stofiel 1997 – 1998 

1998 - 1999 

George LaFranzia 1999 – 2000 

2000 - 2001 

Lynn Bolte 2001 – 2002 

Phil Ruhmshottel 2002 – 2003 

George Pobi 2003 – 2004 

Rex Hopper 2004 – 2005 

Keith Fitch 2005 – 2006 

Bob Rector 2006 – 2007 

Mike Wilson 2007 – 2008 

Jim Renton 2008 – 2009 

Wendy Baker 2009 – 2010 

Lou Baste 2010 – 2011  

Roger Rueckert 2011 – 2012 

Bill Hauser 2012 – 2013 

George Zeleznik 2013 - 2014  

Florin Zeviar 2014 - 2015 

Lucian Baker 2015 - 2016 

John Hudson 2016 - 2017 

Steven Slegers  - 2017 - 2018 

Pete Thornton - 2018-2019 

DEPTMENT Of WASHINGTON 

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

FROM CRD #826 

John F. Stofiel  
Philip E. Ruhmshottel  

Rex Hopper                                        
 Jim Renton 

 Bill Hauser    

Some people spend an entire 
lifetime wondering if they  

really make a difference in the 
world.  But Marines don't have 

that problem. 

Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 

1985 

A Marine is a Marine.  I set that policy two weeks ago - there’s no such 
thing as a former Marine.  You’re a Marine, just in a different uniform and 
you’re in a different phase of your life.  But you’ll always be a Marine   
because you went to  Parris Island. San Diego or the hills of Quantico. 
There’s no such thing as a former Marine.      
                                 

          General James F. Amos,  

35th Commandant of the Marine Corps    

February 2020 
BIRTHDAYS WISHES 

Don’t you forget that you're Marines - First Marines!  Not all the communists in hell can overrun you! 
-Col. Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller, rallying his 1st Marines near Chosin Reservoir, Korea, December 1950 
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 VA strengthens care and benefits for Veterans with $243 billion budget request for  FY 2021 - The 
10.2% increase from FY 2020 will allow VA continued commitment to provide Veterans with high 
quality health care and timely access to benefits and services.  “The budget request will ensure     
Veterans and their families experience health improvements and technological modernization       
advancements, said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie.  This is evidenced by the increase in budget funding 
we’re receiving.            
             

 Women’s Health - $626 million or 9% above FY 2020 was earmarked for gender-specific women’s 
health care.  This increase will expand access to gynecology, provide more primary  care services for 
women and enable VA to continue to identify and serve the health care needs of Women Veterans.     
  

 Blue Water Navy (BWN) - $137 million to continue implementing the Blue Water Navy Vietnam 
Veterans Act of 2019 (BWN) by ensuring sufficient staff are hired to support claims processing,   
handle call centers activity, and conduct quality reviews.  In FY 2021 VA expects to receive an esti-
mated 70,000 BWN claims and appeals.  VA has received more than 14,000 BWN claims - since Jan. 
7th—and has already issued $7.5 million in retroactive benefit payments to 218 BWN Veterans and 
survivors.             
           

 VA National Cemeteries -   $360 million for increased burial access, partnering with stakeholders 
and preserving Veterans’ legacies.  In 2019 the National Cemetery Administration achieved the   
highest customer satisfaction index for any organization in either the public or private sector from 
the American Customer Satisfaction Index.        
               

  Electronic Health Record Modernization (EHRM) - 2.6 billion ($1.2 billion above FY 2020) to      
continue implementation of a single longitudinal electronic health record (HER) from active duty to 
Veteran status and ensure interoperability with the Department of Defense.  In addition to funding 
continued HER deployment to further sites, the FY 2021 request will accelerate nationwide          
deployment of the Centralized Scheduling Solution.       
   

 VA partners with Verizon, Medivis and Microsoft to advance health care services for Veterans -    
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) partnered with Verizon, Medivis and Microsoft,      
effective back in Feb, as part of its efforts to deliver Veterans VA’s first advanced 5G-enabled, clinical 
care system at the VA Palo Alto Health Care System.        

VA IN THE NEWS  
FEBRUARY 2020 

News Releases 

Any officer can get by on his Sergeants.   

In order to be a Sergeant you have to know your stuff.   

I’d rather be an outstanding Sergeant than just another officer. 

- SgtMaj Daniel Daly 1873-1937- 
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 Hell, these are Marines.  Men like them held Guadalcanal and took Iwo Jima.         
Bagdad ain’t Shit. 

Major General John F. Kelly 

Page 15 The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 

As Coronavirus Cases Jump to 60K Overnight,                        
Marines Release “Pandemic” Plan 

By: Jared Harris Western Journal 

 A major shift in the reported trajectory of the 
COVID-19 novel coronavirus has rocked China and comes as 
the U.S. Military begins preparations for a pandemic-type    
scenario on American soil.    
 A jump in confirmed cases came Thursday morning as 
Chinese officials gave an updated count of over 59,900       
infected on the mainland.  Coupled with international cases, 
the  infected now number 60,000.   
 The increase of 14,840 new cases is the result of the 
central government’s changing criteria used to make a      
confirmed diagnosis, the New York Times’ Sui-Lee Wee    
reported.            
 This means that the virus now has a much different trajectory than previously thought thanks to more   
accurate numbers, and hints that not even the Chinese government knows the scale of this outbreak.  
 While China was blindsided by the contagion, which can spread before symptoms even appear, other   
countries were able to exploit the small amount of warning they were given.     
 Many countries surrounding China have shuttered their borders, and entire airlines have canceled flights to 
the impacted region.            
 Several cases have been confirmed on American soil, but civil authorities and President Donald Trump have 
acted to make sure the virus stays contained.          
 Due to the continuing threat of a potential outbreak, the U.S. military is similarly preparing to fight COVID-
19 head-on.             
 “The current threat of the 2019 Novel Coronavirus has raised concern that this virus could result in a    
pandemic disease,” a Marine Administrative message from Wednesday reads:  “In such a scenario, COVID-19 could 
spread, infecting U.S. personnel, and threaten the operational readiness of the U.S. Marine Corps.”  
 The Marine Corps’ plan focuses on several aspects, all chosen to maintain operational integrity for the force 
and secure the safety of the American people.         
 To ensure a healthy fighting force, the message describes an intervention and quarantine plan for personnel 
that may have been exposed to the virus, as well as plans to contain the virus should outbreaks occur.  
 The Marine Corps’ message also lays out support for civilian authorities and the U.S. government during any 
future efforts to combat a pandemic.          
 While the United States and its armed forces stand ready to face the disease, China’s communist regime is 
struggling to keep a lid on the pandemic on the mainland.       
  Social media postings critical of the ruling communist party and its response to the COVID-19 out-
break have been quickly suppressed, a classic tactic used by the country’s leaders.    
  The quarantine isn’t only digital, but physical as well.  Tens of millions have been corralled and kept 
in cities in a bid to contain the virus, which hasn’t been very effective.  The coronavirus can now be found all across 
China.    Although our knowledge of this virus is still limited, America’s cautious preparations may keep our 
fate   separate from that of China.           
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50/50 cotton/poly preshrunk jersey with stain resistant finish w/Embroidered Logo (name optional) 
 

The shirt embroidery is done by Excel Designs 6019 NE 109th Ave Vancouver, WA 98662 360 892 8465 

http://www.exceldesigns.com/ 

Prices are based on a minimum order of 5 shirts per order. Please make your check payable to 
CRD826MCLand Mail to Paymaster John Stofiel 6204 Kansas St Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 indicate by 
letter described below and if w/name indicate spelling of same on the for line of your check and the        

COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
ADOPTED SHIRT FOR WEAR AT FUNCTIONS OF  THE DETACHMENT 

JERZEES® - Spot Shield™ 5.6-Ounce Jersey Knit Sport Shirt. 437M 

WITH NAME   A B   C  D 

Shirt  Small thru XL is 12.99     2XL 16.45  3XL 18.83  4XL 21.25 

EGA 09.75 09.75 09.75 09.75 

Name (10 Characters) 07.50 07.50 07.50 07.50 

 30.24 33.70 36.08 38.50 

02.54 02.83 03.03 03.23 WA sales tax is .084 

TOTAL COST: 32.78 36.53 39.11 41.73 
WITHOUT NAME E F G H 

Shirt  
EGA 

Small thru XL is 12.99  
09.75 

2XL 16.45 
09.75  

3XL 18.83 
09.75  

4XL 21.25 
09.75 

 22.74 26.20 28.58 31.00 

WA sales tax is .084 01.91 02.20 02.40 02.60 

TOTAL COST: 24.65 28.40 30.98 33.60 
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Charles W. Bailey 05/31 - 12/14  
Noah D. Baird 03/95 - 12/13  

Daniel P. Brennan 10/32 - 05/10  
Cedric Bruns 04/81 - 05/03 -  Kuwait  

Harry Callicote 05/31 - 12/04  
Louis A. Claudio 09/47 - 01/15  
Lyle E. Cornwall 09/25 - 07/10  

Robert R. Costello 03/19 - 01/98  
Roger Dahl 07/17 - 08/10  

Jefferson E. Dean 06/25 - 12/11  
Robert E. Dean 07/23 - 03/14  

David W Dowdakin 03/25 - 04/16  
Theodore L. Dravis 08/32 - 05/17  

Adam Q. Emul 04-87 - 01/07 - Iraq  
Robert Fish 06/19 - 04/05  

Carnett L. Falconbury 2/28 - 10/18 
Robert Fish  06/19 - 04/05 

TAPS  

Gone But Never Forgotten 
Updated: 11/29/2018 

Kane M. Funke 06/84 - 08/04 – Iraq 
Fenton A. Grahnert 06/23 - 12/12  
Samuel P Grooms 07/39 - 08/17  
William J. Hendricks 2/42 - 6/18 
Walter J. Hicks 01/23 - 10/12  

William W. Hillgaertner  08/39 - 10/18 
Bernard H. Kendall  12/32 - 5/18 

Michael C. Leinweber 11/47 - 07/09  
Jack L. Lewis  04/25 - 02/10  

Charles J. Louviere  08/45 - 08/18 
Richard A. McKenzie Jr. 09/54 - 01/12 

Jerome Merrill 01/28 - 09/10  
Alan Miksch 10/51-11/01  

Gladyce Moeller 10/21- 08/12, 
Jeffrey A. Paullin 08/86 - 11/13  

Sherrill W. Parson 03/23 - 02/05  
Howard W. Pearson 03/12 - 03/96  

Jason D. Peto 01/79 - 12/10 - Afghanistan  
Lee A. Phillips  - 07/36 - 10/18 

Charles H. Quatier 01/36 - 12/08  
Harry Rea 06/46 - 01/12  

David G. Reis 06/75 - 11/04 - Iraq  
David E. Sailer 01/53 - 10/12  

Michael Scholl 05/85 - 11/06 - Iraq  
William Stofiel 04/21 - 12/98  

Robert D. Storey 10/28 - 07/95  
Blaine L. Turner 03/20 - 05/01  
Robert Vollmer 06/33 - 11/13  
Arlos Waters 03/20 - 02/09  
Fiorin Zeviar 01/37 - 01/14  

Richard Zoller 03/20 - 11/04  
 

 Marines take pride in our heritage. Every Marine knows the Corps’ motto: Semper Fidelis, and we’re all 
quick to correct someone when they call us soldiers or sailors.  
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NAME, MEMBER NUMBER 
 STREET ADDRESS 

    CITY, STATE, ZIP  

PLACE  
POSTAGE 

HERE 

This area contains only snippets of the vast history of our Corps & is not a complete listing of all events throughout our history for the Month 
“THIS MONTH IN MARINE CORPS HISTORY” 

We welcome all Marines and Navy Corpsman for community  
service, social interaction and camaraderie. We have      

members from all eras of service and lots of experience and 
community resources to share. Meetings are held at 7pm on the 
second Thursday of each month at the Vancouver Elk's Lodge 

upstairs meeting room.  
 

(11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.,  Vancouver, WA 98683)  

Semper Fidelis!  

            We’re on the Web at  

            https://www.mcleague-crd826.org 

Columbia River Detachment #826 
Department of Washington 

Marine Corps League 
15509 SE Mill Plain Blvd., #8 

Vancouver, Washington 98684-4644 

21 Feb 1914 Marines from Wheeling deploy to Cape Haitien to defend the U.S. Consulate. 

27 Feb 1924 A force of Marines and sailors from the cruiser Denver(C-24) lands at La Ceiba to protect U.S.                            
Interests during revolutionary activity. 

3 Feb 1932 The Cruiser Houston (CL-30) lands her Marine detachment to reinforce the 4th Marines in Shanghai.               
Another 334 officers and men from other Pacific Commands also arrive around this time. 

15 Feb 1941 Congress approves the purchase and construction of a new Marine Corps base at New River, North                
Carolina.  It is selected to provide sufficient room for training a division 

19 Feb 1942  The 9th Defense Battalion arrives at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba to assume responsibility for protecting the           
base. 

17 Feb 1944 The VAC Reconnaissance Company and the scout company of the 4th Tank Battalion occupy three                  
small islands in Eniwetok Atoll.  Marine and Army artillery batteries follow and setup to support the                  
main landing the next day.                                                                                                                                                                          

20 Feb 1945 The 28th Marines begins the assault on Mt. Suribachi.  The 4th Marine Division and the remainder of                   
the 5th Marine Division capture Airfield No. 1 as they begin the drive north. 

23 Feb 1949 The 3rd Recruit Battalion is activated at Parris Island to train new female enlistees.  Up to this point,               
women regulars had been obtained from veterans of the Women’s Reserve.   

24 Feb 1951 The commanding general of IX Corps dies in a helicopter accident and is temporarily replaced by                     
Marine Major General O.P, Smith.  Brigadier General Chesty Puller moves up to temporary                              
command of the 1st MarDiv.  

6 Feb 1968 Marines capture the province headquarters building in Hue, pull down the Communist flag, and run up                
the Stars and Stripes. 

16 Feb 1971 The Staff NCO Academy is officially opened at Marine Corps Base Quantico. 

1 Feb 1991 Marine air, artillery, and observer teams assist Saudi and Qatari troops in retaking Al Khafji. 


